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High School Book List 
 

** These books are recommended for high school students only 
 

 
 
100 Years of Solitude, Gabriel Garcia Marquez (1410L) 
In this book, a Nobel Prize winner, the author’s epic tale of seven generations of the Buendía 
family that also spans a hundred years of turbulent Latin American history, from the postcolonial 
1820s to the 1920s. Patriarch José Arcadio Buendía builds the utopian city of Macondo in the middle 
of a swamp. At first prosperous, the town attracts Gypsies and hucksters—among them the old writer 
Melquíades, a stand-in for the author. A tropical storm lasting nearly five years almost destroys the 
town, and by the fifth Buendía generation its physical decrepitude is matched by the family’s 
depravity. A hurricane finally erases all traces of the city.  The family line is able to continue through 
recurring acts of incest. 
Hotspots: Profanity, violence, sex  
 
1776, David McCullough (1300L) 
This text is a review of the Year 1776 and the struggles of the American Revolution. This book begins 
with the battle of Dorchester Heights, follows Washington’s army through defeats and setbacks and 
finally to his victory over the Prussians in Princeton. This book is a detailed analysis on Washington 
and his fellow leaders and their conduct of the war during  this pivotal year.  
Hot Spots:  This book depicts some violence. 
 
1984, George Orwell (1090L) 
In a grim city and a terrifying country, where Big Brother is always Watching You and  
the Thought Police can practically read your mind, Winston is a man in grave danger for  
the simple reason that his memory still functions. He knows the Party's official image of  
the world is a fluid fiction. He knows the Party controls the people by feeding them lies  
and narrowing their imaginations through a process of bewilderment and brutalization  
that alienates each individual from his fellows and deprives him of every liberating  
human pursuit from reasoned inquiry to sexual passion. Drawn into a forbidden love  
affair, Winston finds the courage to join a secret revolutionary organization called The  
Brotherhood, dedicated to the destruction of the Party. Together with his beloved Julia,  
he hazards his life in a deadly match against the powers that be.  
Hot Spots: Minor sexual content  
Rationale: AP Book list, analysis of characterization and dystopic societies, historical context and 
theme  
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A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Ishmael Beah (920L) 
At the age of twelve, Ishmael Beah fled attacking rebels in Sierra Leone and wandered a land rendered 
unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the government army, and, Beha, at 
heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts. At sixteen he was removed from 
fighting by UNICEF, and through the help of the staff at his rehabilitation center, he learned how to 
forgive himself, to regain his humanity, and , finally, to heal. This is an extraordinary and mesmerizing 
account, told with real literary force and heartbreaking honesty.  
Themes: the harsh reality of war, awareness of other cultures / world experiences, hope prevails, love 
remains after everything else is gone.  
Hot spots: drug use, violence, rape, disrespect 
 
A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hossennii (830L) 
A Thousand Splendid Suns is a breathtaking story set against the volatile events of Afghanistan's last 
thirty years—from the Soviet invasion to the reign of the Taliban to post-Taliban rebuilding—that puts 
the violence, fear, hope, and faith of this country in intimate, human terms. It is a tale of two 
generations of characters brought jarringly together by the tragic sweep of war, where personal lives—
the struggle to survive, raise a family, find happiness—are inextricable from the history playing out 
around them. 
Hot Spots: Violence, rape, profanity, sexual references 
 
A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson (1210L) 
Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail. The Appalachian Trail stretches from Georgia to 
Maine and covers some of the most breathtaking terrain in America–majestic mountains, silent forests, 
sparking lakes. If you’re going to take a hike, it’s probably the place to go. And Bill Bryson is surely 
the most entertaining guide you’ll find. He introduces us to the history and ecology of the trail and to 
some of the other hardy (or just foolhardy) folks he meets along the way–and a couple of bears. 
Already a classic, A Walk in the Woods will make you long for the great outdoors (or at least a 
comfortable chair to sit and read in).  
Hot Spots:  none 
 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Sherman Alexie (600L) 
Junior has more than his fair share of burdens. He was born hydrocephalic, and he lives on an Indian 
reservation where there is little hope or money, but plenty of alcoholics, including his parents. His 
sister hardly ever comes out of the basement. He gets beaten up a lot for looking weird. But he has a 
few things going for him too. He's smart, good at drawing and basketball, and, unlike his friends and 
relatives, he has ambition and hope. But when, inspired by a teacher whose nose Junior has just 
broken, he decides to reach for more by going to a white school 22 miles away, his burdens grow even 
greater. 
Hot Spots: sexual references but no descriptions or scenes. There is some swearing and alcoholism is a 
major theme.  
 
The Adventures of Huck Finn, Mark Twain (980L) 
Often considered to be Twain's masterpiece. It combined his raw humor with startlingly  
mature material to create a novel that directly attacked many of the traditions the South  
held dear. Huckleberry Finn is the main character, and it is through his eyes that the  
South is revealed and judged. His companion, a runaway slave named Jim, provides  
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Huck with friendship and protection during their journey along the Mississippi.  
Hot spots: Historical racially insensitive language 
Rationale: AP Book list 
 
The Adventures and Memoirs of Sherlock, Arthur Doyle (NC1070L) 
The illustrations for this series were created by Scott McKowen, who, with his wife Christina 
Poddubiuk, operates Punch & Judy Inc., a company specializing in design and illustration for theater 
and performing arts. Their projects often involve research into the visual aspects of historical settings 
and characters. Christina is a theater set and costume designer and contributed advice on the period 
clothing for the illustrations. 
Scott created these drawings in scratchboard  an engraving medium which evokes the look of popular 
art from the period of these stories. Scratchboard is an illustration board with a specifically prepared 
surface of hard white chalk. A thin layer of black ink is rolled over the surface, and lines are drawn by 
hand with a sharp knife by scraping through the ink layer to expose the white surface underneath. The 
finished drawings are then scanned and the color is added digitally. 
It’s elementary—there’s no more intriguing detective than Sherlock Holmes, with his unequalled 
powers of deduction, and no better mysteries than the tricky ones that only he can solve. Here are some 
of the finest Holmes stories, recounted by his trusty friend and assistant, Dr. Watson. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Alias Grace, Margaret Atwood  
It's 1843, and Grace Marks has been convicted for her involvement in the vicious murders of her 
employer and his housekeeper and mistress. Some believe Grace is innocent; others think her evil or 
insane. Now serving a life sentence, Grace claims to have no memory of the murders. 
An up-and-coming expert in the burgeoning field of mental illness is engaged by a group of reformers 
and spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to her story while bringing her closer and 
closer to the day she cannot remember. What will he find in attempting to unlock her memories? 
Hotspots: violence, mild sexual references 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Lewis Carroll (890L) 

Alice in Wonderland tells the story of Alice, a young girl who follows the White Rabbit down a rabbit 
hole. At the bottom, she finds herself in a room with a tiny door and a bottle labeled "drink me." She 
grows and shrinks depending on what she eats and drinks, and as a small version of herself, finds 
herself swimming in a pool of tears. Swimming to shore, Alice and some other creatures decide "'the 
best thing to get us dry would be a Caucus-race'" (26). Alice continues to chase the White Rabbit and 
the White Rabbit sends her into his house for his fan and gloves. Once in the house, Alice gets into 
more trouble with an unlabeled bottle, quickly growing too big to move. The White Rabbit and Bill the 
Lizard try to get her out, and Alice only escapes by eating some small cakes. She runs into the woods 
and meets a hookah-smoking Caterpillar, who gives her some advice on ways to grow bigger and 
smaller. Next, she stops at the house of the Duchess with a pig for a baby; the pig escapes, and Alice 
asks the Cheshire Cat for help. Directed on to the March Hare's house, Alice takes part in the Mad Tea 
Party, perhaps the most famous scene in the book. Alice moves on to the Queen's croquet ground, 
where she encounters the Queen of Hearts and tries to play croquet with a flamingo and a hedgehog. 
Next, Alice encounters a Mock Turtle and a Gryphon, who tell her the story of the lobster quadrille. 
The book closes with a trial on the case of the stolen tarts, as the Queen accuses the Knave of Hearts. 
Alice is accused also, and she scatters the attacking cards, only to find herself awake on the river bank 
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where the book began. 

Hot Spots: References drugs, alcohol, and sex. 
 
All Creatures Great and Small, James Herriot (990L) 
Here is the miraculous and moving story of Dr. James Herriot, a country veterinarian whose unique 
courage, warmth, humor and natural storytelling ability has captured the heart of America in a very 
special way. All Creatures Great and Small, is a narrative by a large animal veterinarian in England 
practicing during the early 1900’s.  The book is divided into many chapters, all of which are different 
stories about cases that Dr. Herriot had over the course of a few years.  In a true to life, yet amusing 
way, Herriot tells of the animals that he worked on and the people that he worked for and with.  
Hot Spots: none 
 
All Quiet on the Western Front , Erich Maria Remarque (830L) 
In All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Maria Remarque takes you inside the gruesome realities of 
World War I through the eyes of Paul Bäumer, a sensitive teenager and typical infantryman in the 
German army. Enlisted with his classmates at the urging of a teacher, Paul reaches manhood during 
three years as a soldier. Paul's loss of innocence is the focus of the author's sentiments about patriotic 
myths and the lasting effects of World War I on an entire generation. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
All Souls: A Family Story from Southie, Michael Patrick McDonald    
Michael Patrick McDonald examines his own story of growing up in Southie, Boston's  
Irish Catholic private community, but examines the multitude of ways in which the media  
and law enforcement agencies exploit marginalized working-class communities of  
Southie. Rocked not only by Whitey Bulger infamous crime schemes, but a corrupted  
political and social system that creates amnesty between Southie inhabitants and reality.  
This is a complex family memoir that contains the themes of poverty, racism, violence,  
and death set against intense family relationships and complicated historic decisions not  
only in Boston, but America.  As life continues to experience downward spirals  
economically and socially, McDonald tells a family story, and creates a visionary for  
hope for the proud and faithful of Southie.   
Hot Spots: Suggestive language, references to drugs.   
 
All the Pretty Horses, Cormac McCarthy (940L)    
Cormac McCarthy's Western with twists. John Grady Cole, a 16-year-old dispossessed Texan, crosses 
the Rio Grande into Mexico in 1949, accompanied by his pal Lacey Rawlins. The two precocious 
horsemen pick up a sidekick--a laughable but deadly marksman named Jimmy Blevins-- and encounter 
various adventures on their way south and finally arrive at a paradisiacal hacienda where Cole falls 
into an ill-fated romance.  
Hot Spots: none 
 
And the Mountains Echoed,  Khaled Hosseini 
Khaled Hosseini, the #1 New York Times–bestselling author of The Kite Runner and A Thousand 
Splendid Suns, has written a new novel about how we love, how we take care of one another, and how 
the choices we make resonate through generations. In this tale revolving around not just parents and 
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children but brothers and sisters, cousins and caretakers, Hosseini explores the many ways in which 
families nurture, wound, betray, honor, and sacrifice for one another; and how often we are surprised 
by the actions of those closest to us, at the times that matter most. Following its characters and the 
ramifications of their lives and choices and loves around the globe—from Kabul to Paris to San 
Francisco to the Greek island of Tinos—the story expands gradually outward, becoming more 
emotionally complex and powerful with each turning page. 
Hotspots: sexual implications, language 
 
And Then There Were None, Agatha Christie (570L) 
Agatha Christie's world-famous mystery thriller, reissued with a striking new cover designed to appeal 
to the latest generation of Agatha Christie fans and book lovers. Ten strangers, apparently with little in 
common, are lured to an island mansion off the coast of Devon by the mysterious U.N.Owen. Over 
dinner, a record begins to play, and the voice of an unseen host accuses each person of hiding a guilty 
secret. That evening, former reckless driver Tony Marston is found murdered by a deadly dose of 
cyanide. The tension escalates as the survivors realise the killer is not only among them but is 
preparing to strike again! and again! 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt (1110L) 
Recounting scenes from his childhood in New York City and Limerick, Ireland, McCourt  
paints a brutal yet poignant picture of his early days when there was rarely enough food  
on the table, and boots and coats were a luxury. In a melodic Irish voice that often lends a  
gentle humor to the unimaginable, the author remembers his wayward yet adoring father  
who was forever drinking what little money the family had. He recounts the painful loss  
of his siblings to avoidable sickness and hunger, a proud mother reduced to begging for  
charity, and the stench of the sewage-strewn streets that ran outside the front door. As  
McCourt approaches adolescence, he discovers the shame of poverty and the beauty of  
Shakespeare, the mystery of sex and the unforgiving power of the Irish Catholic Church.  
This powerful and heart-rending testament to the resiliency and determination of youth is  
populated with memorable characters and moments, and McCourt's interpretation of the  
narrative and the voices it contains will leave listeners laughing through their tears.  
 Hot Spots: none 
 
Animal Farm, George Orwell (1170L) 
Animal Farm is a satirical fable set on Manor Farm, a typical English farm. Orwell employs a third-
person narrator, who reports events without commenting on them directly. The narrator describes 
things as the animals perceive them. 
Hot Spots: none 
Anthem, Ayn Rand (880L) 
Ayn Rand’s classic tale of a dark future age of the great "We"—a world that deprives  
individuals of name, independence, and values. Written a full decade before George  
Orwell's "1984," this dystopian novel depicts a man who seeks escape from a society in  
which individuality has been utterly destroyed. Rand expertly shows how collectivism  
(including social programs in the United States) destroys freedom and individuality. Her  
philosophy is simple: "planning" is a synonym for "collectivism," and "collectivism" is a 
Hot Spots: none 
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Antigone, Sophocles (1090L) 
To make this quintessential Greek drama more accessible to the modern reader, this Prestwick House 
Literary Touchstone Edition? includes a glossary of difficult terms, a list of vocabulary words, and 
convenient sidebar notes. By providing these, it is our intention that readers will more fully enjoy the 
beauty, wisdom, and intent of the play.The curse placed on Oedipus lingers and haunts a younger 
generation in this new and brilliant translation of Sophocles? classic drama. The daughter of Oedipus 
and Jocasta, Antigone is an unconventional heroine who pits her beliefs against the King of Thebes in 
a bloody test of wills that leaves few unharmed. Emotions fly as she challenges the king for the right to 
bury her own brother. Determined but doomed, Antigone shows her inner strength throughout the 
play.Antigone raises issues of law and morality that are just as relevant today as they were more than 
two thousand years ago. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Arcadia,  Tom Stoppard 
Arcadia is set in Sidley Park, an English country house in Derbyshire, and takes place in both 
1809/1812 and the present day (1993 in the original production). The activities of two modern scholars 
and the house's current residents are juxtaposed with those of the people who lived there in the earlier 
period. 
In 1809, Thomasina Coverly, the daughter of the house, is a precocious teenager with ideas about 
mathematics, nature and physics well ahead of her time. She studies with her tutor Septimus Hodge, a 
friend of Lord Byron (an unseen guest in the house). In the present, writer Hannah Jarvis and literature 
professor Bernard Nightingale converge on the house: she is investigating a hermit who once lived on 
the grounds, he is researching a mysterious chapter in the life of Byron. As their studies unfold -- with 
the help of Valentine Coverly, a post-graduate student in mathematical biology -- the truth about what 
happened in Thomasina's time is gradually revealed. 
The play's set features a large table, used by the characters in both past and present. Props are not 
removed when the play switches time period; books, coffee mugs, quill pens, portfolios, and laptop 
computers appear together, blurring past and present. An ancient but still living tortoise also appears in 
every scene, symbolising long-suffering endurance and the continuity of existence. 
Hotspots:  None 
 
Around the World in Eighty Days, Jules Verne (1080L) 
Fogg, a London gentleman, accepts a $20,000 bet from four members of the Reform Club to 
circumnavigate the globe in eighty days.  He and Passepartout set out, pursued by Detective Fix of 
Scotland Yard, who thinks Fogg has robbed a bank and is fleeing the country.  Fogg impassively plays 
whist as accidents, diversions, and surprises, including an Indian attack in Nebraska, waylay the group 
at every turn, causing Fogg to arrive back at his London club...in time?   
Hot Spots: none 
 
As I Lay Dying, William Faulkner (870L) 
Told by fifteen different narrators over the course of fifty-nine narrative sections. The first section 
belongs to Darl Bundren, who introduces us to his brothers Cash and Jewel and his dying mother, 
Addie. The Bundrens live on a rural farm in Mississippi in the 1920s. Jewel is reserved and 
introverted; Cash, a skilled carpenter, is obsessively building his mother the most perfect coffin 
ever.  In the first few sections of the novel, we hear narration from all three brothers as well as Anse, 
their father; Vardaman, their youngest brother; Dewey Dell, their only sister; and Vernon and Cora 
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Tull, their wealthy neighbors. As Addie lays dying, Jewel and Darl embark on a trip for Vernon for 
which they will earn three dollars. They hope to return before she dies; they do not. Oddly enough, 
Darl narrates the scene of Addie’s death, though he is not present at the time.  After Addie’s death, 
the family embarks on a long and difficult journey to Jefferson, the county’s central town. The journey 
is made more difficult by the fact that the Bundrens are poverty-stricken, Cash has a broken leg from a 
former injury, Anse is a jerk who can’t wait to get a new set of teeth, Dewey Dell is unmarried and 
pregnant, and bad weather has devastated the bridge they need to cross. When they try to ford the river, 
the mules drown, the coffin is almost lost, and Cash re-breaks his leg. In the meantime, the young 
Vardaman, traumatized by his mother’s death, has decided she is just like the fish he caught and killed 
just before her death (in the sense that both were living, and now both are dead).  Meanwhile, we get 
a narrative section from Addie, who, yes, is still dead. Through her narration comes a bit of back-story: 
she doesn’t really like her husband, life, or children, except for Jewel, who is the illegitimate child of 
the minister, Whitfield. Jewel has always been a special bird, especially that time when he moonlighted 
for a month working a neighbor’s fields to buy himself a horse. Jewel has a thing for horses, but 
particularly the one that belongs to him and him alone.  Back to the journey to Jefferson. Anse 
decides that pouring cement all over Cash’s leg will help the break. He then mortgages everything he 
owns and sells Jewel’s special horse to buy a new team of mules. Jewel is not pleased. When the 
family rests for the night at the farm of a man named Gillespie, Darl burns the barn down in an attempt 
to cremate his mother. Jewel rescues the coffin before this can happen.  When the family finally 
arrives in Jefferson, Dewey Dell tries to get an abortion and is instead coerced into sex by a young guy 
pretending to be a doctor. Then her father takes the money she needs to use to get a real abortion and 
buys himself his new set of teeth. The town doctor explains that Cash’s leg was hopelessly destroyed 
by the cement cast. Vardaman realizes he can’t have pretty toys like the town boys because he’s poor. 
Darl is shipped off to an insane asylum when it becomes clear that he is responsible for burning down 
the Gillespie farm. Anse borrows shovels to bury Addie’s body and flirts with the woman who lends 
them. He then introduces her to his children as the new Mrs. Bundren. 
Hotspots: Language, References to sex and abortion 
 
Athletic Shorts, Chris Crutcher (1010L) 
If the stereotype of the "bonehead jock" is ever to be defeated, it will be at Crutcher's  
hands. In these six short stories, he and his athlete protagonists take on such weighty  
issues as racism, homophobia, sexism and the teenager's essential task of coming to terms  
with his parents. At the same time the author makes the world of sports compelling  
enough to engage even the most sedentary readers. Three of the stories revolve around  
characters featured in Crutcher's The Crazy Horse Electric Game , including the  
memorable eccentric known as Telephone Man. Also starring in his own story is Lionel  
Serbousek, the orphaned artist and swimmer of Stotan! In the book's final tale, Louie  
Banks (from Running Loose ) is befriended by a young man with AIDS and must cope  
once again with the untimely death of a loved one. The stories' locales--mostly small  
towns in Montana and Idaho--are vividly evoked, and make a satisfying change from the  
well-known big cities and bland suburbs where so many YA novels are set. Ages 12-up.  
metaphor for communism and tyranny. 
Hot Spots: Profanity, one short story centers on a theme of racism 
 
Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand (1070L) 
The world is in serious trouble: the economy is tanking, and the government is becoming crazy-
oppressive. But fear not: we meet two heroic businesspeople who might just be savvy enough to keep 
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the country going. Hank Rearden and Dagny Taggart team up on a major mission: to build a railroad to 
provide all the up-and-coming businesses in Colorado with transportation for their merchandise. Hank 
and Dagny succeed, with the help of some other good businesspeople, and the John Galt Line, which 
uses a special metal that Hank invented, is a success.  Who is John Galt? Well, the whole world is 
wondering that. While all this is going on, more and more talented people are mysteriously 
disappearing, and John Galt may just have something to do with it. But Hank and Dagny are more 
concerned with other things now. The two begin a romantic relationship and a new quest: to find the 
inventor of an abandoned high-tech motor that could transform the world. The search leads them all 
over the country, where they are increasingly confronted with evidence of the bad economy and 
government.  Things begin going rapidly downhill for Hank and Dagny. The government, a sleazy 
crowd of politicians and businesspeople (including Dagny's weasel of a brother James), passes a series 
of laws that restrict people's freedoms. These laws particularly target successful industrialists and make 
business, and life, hard and miserable. More and more industrialists disappear and Dagny becomes 
obsessed with tracking down the "destroyer" of the world.  Hank, meanwhile, is coming to some 
painful personal realizations about his family life and his morals. He is being helped along by the 
mysterious Francisco d'Anconia, a supposed playboy who used to date Dagny and is somehow 
connected to the "destroyer." Dagny sets off on a desperate solo quest to stop a scientist from quitting 
his job and disappearing. While following the scientist, Dagny crashes her plane in Colorado.  When 
she wakes up, she finds herself in the secret hideaway of none other than John Galt and his fellow 
strikers. This valley is often referred to as Galt's Gulch by the strikers, though Dagny calls it Atlantis. 
Galt is both the inventor of the motor and the "destroyer," and he's calling talented people together to 
go on strike in order to show the government how harmful their policies are. Galt and his followers 
refuse to cooperate with an oppressive regime, which they call the "looters."  Galt has been in love 
with Dagny for years, and she quickly falls for him too. But Dagny can't bring herself to stay on strike 
in Galt's Gulch, since she still feels she can fight the terrible government. Dagny returns home and has 
an amicable breakup with Hank, who shortly thereafter joins the strike and leaves for Atlantis.  After 
things in the world become even worse, Galt makes a long radio address, outlining his philosophy and 
asking people to stop going along with the bad government policies. But Galt is captured by the 
government shortly thereafter and is tortured. Dagny, helped by Hank, Francisco, and other strikers, 
rescues Galt, and the group flees for Atlantis as the country's infrastructure collapses. At the very end, 
Galt and his strikers make plans to return to the world and to fix it. 
Hotspots: Sexual references 
 
Autobiography of a Face, Lucy Grealy (1200L) 
This book is a story about a woman who has to get part of her face removed due to terminal cancer. 
When she returns back to school after surgery she is faced with issues of beauty and acceptance from 
her classmates. The story follows her struggles and overcoming of looking "different" in society. 
Hotspots:  None 
 
Bad, Jean Ferris (730L) 
16-year-old Dallas is confined for six months to a juvenile detention facility for girls. Dallas used to 
love "skating" with her rebellious friends--shoplifting, hot-wiring cars, and purse-snatching--but she 
never expected to be caught with a gun. After being peer pressured into holding up a convenience store 
(her pals promptly disappearing when the authorities show up), and abandoned by her father who 
refuses custody, Dallas's world changes forever. In the rehabilitation center she must adjust to shared 
living quarters, structured schedules, lectures on drugs and sex, and countless volatile personalities. 
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But amid all the chaos and tension and rules, Dallas also finds nurture--perhaps more than she ever 
received from her cold dad and absent mom. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Batman:  The Dark Knight Returns, Frank Miller    
Graphic novel by Frank Miller that keeps the core elements of the Batman myth intact, with Robin, 
Alfred the butler, Commissioner Gordon, and the old roster of villains, present yet brilliantly 
subverted. Secondly the artwork is fantastic--detailed, sometimes claustrophobic, psychotic. Lastly it's 
a great story: Gotham City is a hell on earth, street gangs roam but there are no heroes. Decay is 
ubiquitous. Where is a hero to save Gotham? It is 10 years since the last recorded sighting of the 
Batman. And things have got worse than ever. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Between the World and Me, Ta-Nehisi Coates (1090L) 
In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the 
most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for 
understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of 
“race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—
bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out 
of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And how can 
we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? 
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his 
adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about 
his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War 
battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of 
mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal 
narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and 
Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a 
way forward. 
Hotspots: language (use of racial slurs) 
 
Beyond Religion: Ethics for a Whole World, Dalai Lama 
Ten years ago, in the best-selling Ethics for a New Millennium, His Holiness the Dalai Lama first 
proposed an approach to ethics based on universal rather than religious principles. With Beyond 
Relgion, he returns to the conversation at his most outspoken, elaborating and deepening his vision for 
the nonreligious way—a path to lead an ethical, happy, and spiritual life. Transcending the religion 
wars, he outlines a system of ethics for our shared world, one that makes a stirring appeal for a deep 
appreciation of our common humanity, offering us all a road map for improving human life on 
individual, community, and global levels. 
Hotspots: none 
 
Billy Budd,  Herman Melville (1450L) 
Billy Budd, a handsome and naïve sailor, approaches the ship, Bellipotent after being recruited. Along 
fulfilling his duties on the ship, Billy is notified by Dansker that one of the shipmates, Claggart, 
dislikes him and has some sort of resentment against him. One evening, Billy spills his soup in the 
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ship’s dining room in which Claggart uses against him. Claggart develops a plan to accuse Billy of 
mutiny, in which he tells Captain Vere. Vere calls upon Billy, but the moment is short lived when Billy 
becomes flustered, stuttering and proceeds to hit Claggart on the head, killing him. Upon witnessing 
the event, Captain Vere calls upon a court to decide how they should punish Billy for his actions. 
Towards the end of the novel, the court dismisses Billy. Captain Vere approaches Billy and tells him of 
his fate and eventually tells everyone on the ship as well. Billy is hung at dawn, his last words being 
“God bless Captain Vere!” At the end of the novel, Captain Vere is killed and the legend of Billy Budd 
is published in the Newspapers, however, falsely reporting Billy as the villain and Claggart as an 
unsung hero. 
Hotspots: none 
 
Black Hawk Down, Mark Bowden  (970L) 
Black Hawk Down is a nonfiction novel that recounts the mission of 100 elite U.S  
soldiers to capture a warlord creating havoc within Somalia. Predicted to be an hour- long  
mission, soldiers soon discover that this battles turns into an overnight mission to stay  
alive and retrieve the bodies of their fallen brothers.  By using personal accounts of the  
soldiers during the chaos and reflecting upon their “ordinary” lives, Bowden is able to  
capture and expose the American military at its greatest when at its weakest moment.   
Hot Spots: Suggestive language, violence 
 
Bless Me, Ultima, Rudolfo Anaya (840L)   
Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima comes to stay with his family. A curandera,  
or healer, Ultima teaches him about the curative powers of the natural world and the  
human spirit. Though some in his community see Ultima as a witch, Antonio grows to  
love her. As he accompanies her to gather herbs and attend to the sick, Antonio begins to  
probe and question the lessons of both pagan beliefs and his family's Catholicism. In the  
midst of this spiritual struggle, he also begins to question the future course of his own  
life. Throughout, Ultima guides him and gives him the courage to face challenges ranging  
from bigotry and the collapse of his brother, to his witnessing of violent death. A lyrical  
coming-of-age story that The New York Times called "probably the best-known and  
most-respected contemporary Chicano fiction," this novel explores the complex  
relationship between medicine and belief.  
Hot spots: exorcism, profanity, sexual references  
Rationale: vocabulary in context with Spanish words, analysis of author’s use of word choice/imagery, 
AP Book list 
 
Blood Done Sign My Name, Timothy Tyson (1240L) 
On May 11, 1970, Henry Marrow, a twenty-three-year-old black veteran, walked into a crossroads 
store owned by Robert Teel and came out running. Teel and two of his sons chased and beat Marrow, 
then killed him in public as he pleaded for his life. 
Like many small Southern towns, Oxford had barely been touched by the civil rights movement. But in 
the wake of the killing, young African Americans took to the streets. While lawyers battled in the 
courthouse, the Klan raged in the shadows and black Vietnam veterans torched the town’s tobacco 
warehouses. Tyson’s father, the pastor of Oxford’s all-white Methodist church, urged the town to come 
to terms with its bloody racial history. In the end, however, the Tyson family was forced to move 
away. 
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Tim Tyson’s riveting narrative of that fiery summer brings gritty blues truth, soaring gospel vision, and 
down-home humor to a shocking episode of our history. Like To Kill a Mockingbird, Blood Done Sign 
My Name is a classic portrait of an unforgettable time and place. 
Hotspots: language (use of racial slurs), historical violence 

The Book, M. Clifford 

It begins with four words: "Don't read The Book." All information, past and present, is controlled by 
The Book, a handheld digital reading device that exists in a paperless, sustainable, dystopian future 
that looks shockingly similar to our own. Among the multitude of Book lovers, we find Holden 
Clifford, a simple sprinkler-fitter who is content with his small life. Through his favorite story, The 
Catcher in the Rye, Holden discovers an inconsistency between the digital version and a rare paper 
page, preserved in the form of "recycled" wallpaper in his favorite Chicago bar, The Library. His quest 
for answers leads him beyond the page to discover a secret library of books and a man named Winston 
who explains the subtle, potent censorship of every story ever written. Alongside a group of like-
minded readers called the Ex Libris, Holden dedicates himself to freeing the world from the grip of the 
Publishing House. His heroic mission draws him hastily into a dangerous scheme to overthrow the 
Editors of The Book and save the last remnant of printed words left on earth. As his mission unfolds 
and the depth of their government's deception reveals itself, Holden is forced to accept that the only 
way to succeed may be to sacrifice the one thing they love more than life---books. THE BOOK is a 
cautionary tale, pertinent for our time, in the way 1984 and Fahrenheit 451 were for their own. The 
theme is expected to resonate with lovers of all books, digital and paperbound. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World, Dalai Lama and 
Desmond Tutu and Douglas Abrams 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu have 
survived more than fifty years of exile and the soul-crushing violence of oppression. Despite their 
hardships—or, as they would say, because of them—they are two of the most joyful people on the 
planet. 
In April 2015, Archbishop Tutu traveled to the Dalai Lama's home in Dharamsala, India, to celebrate 
His Holiness's eightieth birthday and to create what they hoped would be a gift for others. They looked 
back on their long lives to answer a single burning question: How do we find joy in the face of life's 
inevitable suffering? 
They traded intimate stories, teased each other continually, and shared their spiritual practices. By the 
end of a week filled with laughter and punctuated with tears, these two global heroes had stared into 
the abyss and despair of our time and revealed how to live a life brimming with joy. 
This book offers us a rare opportunity to experience their astonishing and unprecendented week 
together, from the first embrace to the final good-bye. 
We get to listen as they explore the Nature of True Joy and confront each of the Obstacles of Joy—
from fear, stress, and anger to grief, illness, and death. They then offer us the Eight Pillars of Joy, 
which provide the foundation for lasting happiness. Throughout, they include stories, wisdom, and 
science. Finally, they share their daily Joy Practices that anchor their own emotional and spiritual lives. 
The Archbishop has never claimed sainthood, and the Dalai Lama considers himself a simple monk. In 
this unique collaboration, they offer us the reflection of real lives filled with pain and turmoil in the 
midst of which they have been able to discover a level of peace, of courage, and of joy to which we 
can all aspire in our own lives. 
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Hotspots: none 
 
The Book Thief, Markus Zusak (730L) 
Summary: Set during World War II in Germany, through this extraordinary narrative Zusak creates a 
work that deserves the attention of sophisticated teen and adult readers. Death himself narrates the 
World War II-era story of Liesel Meminger from the time she is taken, at age nine, to live in Molching, 
Germany, with a foster family in a working-class neighborhood of tough kids, acid-tongued mothers, 
and loving fathers who earn their living by the work of their hands. The child arrives having just stolen 
her first book–although she has not yet learned how to read–and her foster father uses it, The 
Gravediggers Handbook, to lull her to sleep when she’s roused by regular nightmares about her 
younger brothers death. Across the ensuing years of the late 1930s and into the 1940s, Liesel collects 
more stolen books as well as a peculiar set of friends: the boy Rudy, the Jewish refugee Max, the 
mayor’s reclusive wife (who has a whole library from which she allows Liesel to steal), and especially 
her foster parents. Zusak not only creates a mesmerizing and original story but also writes with poetic 
syntax, causing readers to deliberate over phrases and lines, even as the action impels them forward. 
Death is not a sentimental storyteller, but he does attend to an array of satisfying details, giving 
Liesel’s story all the nuances of chance, folly, and fulfilled expectation that it deserves.  
Hot Spots: Brief violence associated with war, swearing in German. 
 
Booknotes: Stories from American History, Brian Lamb (1060L) 
This book is a collection of essays and stories from famous contemporary Historians. These historians 
examine the controversies surrounding Jefferson and slave ownership, FDR’s New Deal and 
examinations of Kennedy’s assassination. 
Hot Spots:  Some mild language in reference to race and ethnicity is used as an academic reference. 
 
Born of a Blue Day: Inside the Extraordinary Mind of an Autistic Savant, Daniel 
Tammet (1170L) 
Born on a Blue Day is a journey into one of the most fascinating minds alive today - guided by the 
owner himself. Daniel Tammet is virtually unique among people who have sever autistic disorders in 
that he is capable of living a fully independent life and able to explain what is happening inside his 
head.  
He seems numbers as shapes, colors and textures, and he can perform extraordinary calculations in his 
head. He can learn to speak new languages fluently, from scratch, in a week. In 2004, he memorized 
and recited more than 22,000 digits of pi, setting a record. He has savant syndrome, an extremely rare 
condition that gives him the most unimaginable mental powers, much like those portrayed by Dustin 
Hoffman in the film Rain Man.  
Hotspots:  None 
 
Brave New World, Aldous Huxley (870L) 
A classic science fiction work that continues to be a significant warning to our society  
today. Tony Britton, the reader, does an excellent job of portraying clinical detachment as  
the true nature of the human incubators is revealed. The tone lightens during the vacation  
to the wilderness and the contrast is even more striking. Each character is given a  
separate personality by Britton's voices. As the story moves from clinical detachment to  
the human interest of Bernard, the nonconformist, and John, the "Savage," listeners are  
drawn more deeply into the plot. Finally, the reasoned tones of the Controller explain  
away all of John's arguments against the civilization, leading to John's death as he cannot  
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reconcile his beliefs to theirs.The abridgement is very well done, and the overall message  
of the novel is clearly presented. The advanced vocabulary and complex themes lend  
themselves to class discussion and further research. There is sure to be demand for this  
classic in schools and public libraries.  
Hot Spots: use of “soma” and promiscuity   
Rationale: AP Book list, analysis of characterization and dystopic societies, historical context and 
theme 
 
Cadillac Desert, Marc Reisner  
The story of the American West is the story of the relentless quest to control and allocate nature's most 
common, and the West's most precious, resource: water. Cadillac Desert recounts this dramatic saga: 
from the earliest settlers lured by promises of paradise, to John Wesley Powell's advocacy of 
cooperative irrigation projects; from the ruthless tactics employed by Los Angeles to raid watersheds 
hundreds of miles away to sustain its phenomenal growth, to the federal government's entry into the 
water business. Despite the stupendous growth of the Bureau of Reclamation, the ideal embodiment of 
FDR's public works program during the 1930s and 1940s that was responsible for the creation of the 
Hoover, Shasta, and Grand Coulee dams, magnificent engineering feats that created jobs for hundreds 
of thousands, transformed arid expanses into fertile soil, and generated enough cheap hydroelectricity 
for towns to burgeon into cities, the West's water shortage has only worsened. The portrait of the future 
the West faces is a bleak one: Over the next fifty years, millions of acres of America's most productive 
farmland will be abandoned due to the exhaustion of groundwater reserves; within centuries, perhaps 
within decades, hundreds of reservoirs will silt up, turning to mud and renewing the danger of floods; 
and more and more soil and irrigated water is being contaminated by salt, the downfall of nearly every 
previous desert civilization. The natural resources of the West, sparse to begin with, have been 
stretched, exploited, and depleted. How much longer can the gold-plated civilization we have built be 
sustained? Cadillac Desert is the meticulously researched and documented stunning, compulsively 
readable history of one of America's most impressive achievements -- the creation of an Eden out of 
inhospitable desert -- and how it may prove to be a disaster of unimaginable proportions. 
Hotspots: None 
 
Candide, Francois Voltaire (1110L) 
Voltaire's Candide begins in Westphalia, Germany, where Candide is tutored by noted philosopher 
Doctor Pangloss on the idea that "all is for the best . . . in this best of all worlds." Candide first accepts 
this philosophy, but as he experiences war, poverty, the maliciousness of man, and the hypocrisy of the 
church, he begins to doubt Pangloss. Voltaire never admitted to having written the highly controversial 
Candide; instead, the work is signed Mister Doctor Ralph. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Canterbury Tales, Geoffry Chaucer (NP) 
One of the greatest and most ambitious works in English literature, The Canterbury Tales depicts a 
storytelling competition between pilgrims drawn from all ranks of society. 
The tales are as various as the pilgrims themselves, encompassing comedy, pathos, tragedy, and 
cynicism. The Miller and the Reeve express their mutual antagonism in a pair of comic stories 
combining sex and trickery; in "The Shipman’s Tale," a wife sells her favors to a monk. Others draw 
on courtly romance and fantasy: the Knight tells of rivals competing for the love of the same woman, 
and the Squire describes a princess who can speak to birds. The Wife of Bath is a look at women’s 
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roles in society and how men perceive them.  In these twenty-four tales, Chaucer displays a dazzling 
range of literary styles and conjures up a wonderfully vivid picture of medieval life. 
Hot Spots: Sexuality, some language (not always identifiable if read in Middle English), vulgarity 
 
Catch 22, Joseph Heller (1140L) 
CATCH-22 is masterful in so many ways. It begins as comic farce, proceeds to the increasingly 
surreal, and then transforms into a nightmarish tragedy before ending triumphantly. No novel that I 
know so successfully blends all these disparate moods. I believe it was Hugh Walpole who wrote, 
"Life is a comedy to those who think, and a tragedy to those who feel." No book illustrates that better 
than this novel. This truly is one of the funniest books I have ever read. It is also one of the most tragic. 
CATCH-22 also introduces one of the most insane collection of great characters in fiction: Yossarian, 
the Chaplain, Orr, ex-P.F.C Wintergreen, Milo Minderbender, Maj. Major Major Major, Nately, Doc 
Daneeka, Danby, General Dreedle, Nately's girl (not the description in the book, but Amazon's 
software will bleep it), Cathcart, Nurse Duckett, The Texan, Major ----- de Coverley, The Soldier in 
White, and a host of other characters. It is one of the most gloriously populated novels of the past half 
century. 
Hotspots: Crude, but not obscene 
 
The Catcher in the Rye, J. D. Salinger (790L) 
The Catcher in the Rye is set around the 1950s and is narrated by a young man named  
Holden Caulfield. Holden is not specific about his location while he’s telling the story,  
but he makes it clear that he is undergoing treatment in a mental hospital or sanatorium.  
The events he narrates take place in the few days between the end of the fall school term  
and Christmas, when Holden is sixteen years old.  
Hot Spots: Profanity, drugs, sex 
Rationale: AP Book list, coming of age analysis, great for analyzing author’s use of language and style 
 
Catching Fire, Suzanne Collins (820L) 
After winning the Hunger Games in the previous novel, Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark are living 
at home in District 12, a poor sector in the fictional country of Panem. On the day that Katniss and 
Peeta are to start a "victory tour" of the country, she is visited by President Snow; he explains that he is 
angry at her for threatening to commit suicide with Peeta at the end of the Hunger Games, which 
permitted them both to win. President Snow tells Katniss that when she defied the Capitol, she started 
a chain reaction and has created talk of rebellion in the districts. He threatens to kill her best friend, 
Gale, if she cannot prove to everyone in Panem that her act was not one of defiance, but that she was 
instead driven by an intense love for Peeta. 
The first stop on the victory tour is District 11, the home of Katniss's friend and ally, Rue, before she 
died. During the ceremony, Katniss says a quick speech to the people of District 11, thanking them for 
their tributes. When she is done, an old man whistles a tune that Rue used in the arena to tell Katniss 
that she was safe. The song acts as a signal, and everyone salutes Katniss using the same gesture that 
she used to say farewell to Rue. Katniss is taken away, but not before she sees Peacekeepers shoot the 
man in the head. Katniss and Peeta then proceed to travel to all of the twelve districts and the Capitol. 
During an interview, Peeta proposes to Katniss publicly, hoping to settle the dispute between Katniss 
and President Snow. However, after they return home to District 12 it is announced that in honor of the 
75th Hunger Games, twenty-four of the remaining victors will be forced back into the arena to fight to 
the death, once again. Knowing that she and Peeta will both likely be competing in the Games a second 
time, Katniss decides that she will devote herself to protecting Peeta. 



Revised 6/29/20 

During the Games, Katniss and Peeta join up with two other victors, Finnick, a twenty-four-year-old 
man who successfully survived the Games at the age of fourteen, and Mags, an eighty-year-old woman 
from District 4. After Mags's death, Katniss, Peeta, and Finnick join forces with Johanna Mason, a 
sarcastic and often cruel female victor, and Beetee and Wiress, an older couple who are said to be 
"exceptionally smart". Wiress soon proves her genius by revealing to Katniss that the arena is arranged 
like a clock, with all of the arena's disasters occurring on a timed chart. After Wiress is killed, Katniss 
learns of Beetee's plan to harness lighting in order to supposedly electrocute two other contenders. In 
the final chapters, Katniss fires an electrified arrow at one of the force fields that bounds the arena, 
thereby destroying the arena and resulting in her temporary paralysis. When she wakes up she is being 
transported to District 13, a place she was told no longer existed, but Peeta and Johanna have been 
captured by the Capitol. Katniss is informed that there had been a plan between most of the contestants 
to break out of the arena, and that Beetee had been attempting to destroy the force field in the same 
way that she did. The book ends with Katniss's friend Gale informing her that though he got her 
mother and sister out in time, District 12 has been bombed and demolished. 
Hot Spots: violence 
 
Cat’s Cradle,  Kurt Vonnegut Jr. (790L) 
This novel, filled with a variety of bizarre but all-too-human characters, focuses primarily on the ironic 
legacy of modern science, which, according to Vonnegut, promises mankind progress but only hastens 
the cataclysmic end of the world. As John, the narrator, researches the background for his book on the 
atomic bomb, he becomes fascinated by Dr. Felix Hoenikker. Hoenikker is the archetypal scientist, 
isolated from human contact, dedicated to his work, and completely without moral awareness. Like the 
child's game cat's cradle, which is meant to amuse but only terrifies his son, Hoenikker's scientific 
games are anything but harmless. 

Ironically the atomic bomb is not even Hoenikker's most devastating creation. Working on the rather 
innocuous problem of how to get soldiers out of the mud, he synthesizes "ice-nine," which is both 
better and worse than expected: It would freeze the water so soldiers stuck in the mud could lift 
themselves out, but this freezing action would continue until every bit of water on earth was turned 
into solid ice-nine. 

At his death Hoenikker's secret substance is entrusted to his children, who are predictably irresponsible 
and use the power of ice-nine only for their personal advantage. Vonnegut shows sympathy for 
Newton, Angela, and Frank Hoenikker, frail human beings who are simply incapable of the moral 
strength and wisdom demanded of them, but this makes the satire even more powerful: Mankind 
continually refuses to acknowledge what may be called its terminal stupidity and therefore perpetually 
threatens its own existence. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Children of Men, P. D. James 
P. D. James's futuristic novel, The Children of Men, chronicles unusual events taking place from 
January to December 2021. Theodore Faron (Theo) is a philosophy professor and historian living in 
Oxford, England, twenty-six years after what has been dubbed the Year of Omega. The Year of 
Omega, or 1995, marked the year that the human race universally lost its ability to breed. Babies born 
that year were the last generation of human beings to be born on Earth, and Britain's native Omegas 
enjoy special status as some of the youngest and most beautiful people in a world with a dwindling and 
aging population. 
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The story chronicles rebellious figures as they seek to keep the last child to be conceived and born on 
earth safe from the government. 
Hot spots: Violence, sexual references 
Rationale: AP Book list, analysis of characterization and dystopic societies, historical context and 
theme 
 
The Chocolate War, Robert Cormier (820L)  
Does Jerry Renault dare to disturb the universe? You wouldn't think that his refusal to  
sell chocolates during his school's fundraiser would create such a stir, but it does; it's as if  
the whole school comes apart at the seams. To some, Jerry is a hero, but to others, he  
becomes a scapegoat--a target for their pent-up hatred. And Jerry? He's just trying to  
stand up for what he believes, but perhaps there is no way for him to escape becoming a  
pawn in this game of control; students are pitted against other students, fighting for  
honor--or are they fighting for their lives? In 1974, author Robert Cormier dared to  
disturb our universe when this book was first published. And now, with a new  
introduction by the celebrated author, The Chocolate War stands ready to shock a new  
group of teen reader  
Hot spots: Sexual content, offensive language  
 
The Chosen, Chaim Potok (970L) 
With dramatic force, with a simplicity that seizes the heart,  The Chosen illumines-for us, for now-
the eternal, powerful bonds of love and pain that join father and son, and the ways in which these 
bonds are, and must be, broken if the boy is to become a man. 

The novel opens in the 1940's, in the Williamsburg neighborhood of Brooklyn. Two boys who have 
grown up within a few blocks of each other, but in two entirely different worlds, meet for the first time 
in a bizarre and explosive encounter--a baseball game between two Jewish parochial schools that turns 
into a holy war. 

The assailant is Danny Saunders--moody, brilliant, magnetic--who is driven to violence by his pent-up 
torment, who feels imprisoned by the tradition that destines him to succeed his awesome father in an 
unbroken line of great Hasidic rabbis, while his own restless intelligence is beginning to reach out into 
forbidden areas of secular knowledge. 

The astonished victim of Danny's rage is Reuven Malther, the gentle son of a gentle scholar--one of the 
merely Orthodox Jews whom the Hasids regard as little better than infidels. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two, Joseph 
Bruchac (910L) 
Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo code talkers were a crucial part 
of the U.S. effort, sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that used their native 
language. They braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with their code, they saved 
countless American lives. Yet their story remained classified for more than twenty years. 
But now Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults through the riveting fictional tale 
of Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker. His grueling journey is eye-
opening and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all of those young men, like Ned, who dared 
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to serve, and it honors the culture and language of the Navajo Indians. 
Hotspots: racism 
 
Collapse, Jared Diamond 
In Jared Diamond’s follow-up to the Pulitzer-Prize winning Guns, Germs and Steel, the author 
explores how climate change, the population explosion and political discord create the conditions for 
the collapse of civilization. 
Environmental damage, climate change, globalization, rapid population growth, and unwise political 
choices were all factors in the demise of societies around the world, but some found solutions and 
persisted. As in Guns, Germs, and Steel, Diamond traces the fundamental pattern of catastrophe, and 
weaves an all-encompassing global thesis through a series of fascinating historical-cultural narratives. 
Collapse moves from the Polynesian cultures on Easter Island to the flourishing American civilizations 
of the Anasazi and the Maya and finally to the doomed Viking colony on Greenland. Similar problems 
face us today and have already brought disaster to Rwanda and Haiti, even as China and Australia are 
trying to cope in innovative ways. Despite our own society’s apparently inexhaustible wealth and 
unrivaled political power, ominous warning signs have begun to emerge even in ecologically robust 
areas like Montana. 
Brilliant, illuminating, and immensely absorbing, Collapse is destined to take its place as one of the 
essential books of our time, raising the urgent question: How can our world best avoid committing 
ecological suicide? 
Hot Spots: None 
 
The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother, James McBride 
(1240L) 
Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet 
steadfast in her love for her twelve black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, 
explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful 
debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother. 
The son of a black minister and a woman who would not admit she was white, James McBride grew up 
in "orchestrated chaos" with his eleven siblings in the poor, all-black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn. 
"Mommy," a fiercely protective woman with "dark eyes full of pep and fire," herded her brood to 
Manhattan's free cultural events, sent them off on buses to the best (and mainly Jewish) schools, 
demanded good grades, and commanded respect. As a young man, McBride saw his mother as a 
source of embarrassment, worry, and confusion—and reached thirty before he began to discover the 
truth about her early life and long-buried pain. 
In The Color of Water, McBride retraces his mother's footsteps and, through her searing and spirited 
voice, recreates her remarkable story. The daughter of a failed itinerant Orthodox rabbi, she was born 
Rachel Shilsky (actually Ruchel Dwara Zylska) in Poland on April 1, 1921. Fleeing pogroms, her 
family emigrated to America and ultimately settled in Suffolk, Virginia, a small town where anti-
Semitism and racial tensions ran high. With candor and immediacy, Ruth describes her parents' 
loveless marriage; her fragile, handicapped mother; her cruel, sexually-abusive father; and the rest of 
the family and life she abandoned. 
At seventeen, after fleeing Virginia and settling in New York City, Ruth married a black minister and 
founded the all- black New Brown Memorial Baptist Church in her Red Hook living room. "God is the 
color of water," Ruth McBride taught her children, firmly convinced that life's blessings and life's 
values transcend race. Twice widowed, and continually confronting overwhelming adversity and 
racism, Ruth's determination, drive and discipline saw her dozen children through college—and most 
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through graduate school. At age 65, she herself received a degree in social work from Temple 
University. 
Interspersed throughout his mother's compelling narrative, McBride shares candid recollections of his 
own experiences as a mixed-race child of poverty, his flirtations with drugs and violence, and his 
eventual self- realization and professional success. The Color of Water touches readers of all colors as 
a vivid portrait of growing up, a haunting meditation on race and identity, and a lyrical valentine to a 
mother from her son. 
Hotspots:  language, race, drug use, reference to abuse 
 
The Contender, Robert Lipsyte (760L)  
The protagonist, Alfred Brooks is hanging out with his best friend, James, and James's friends Major 
and Hollis. The three of them want to break into the Epsteins' grocery store where Alfred works. 
Although Alfred does not go with them, he forgets about the new alarm system that the Epsteins just 
installed. James gets caught by the police, and later that night, Major and Hollis beat Alfred up. A man 
from the neighborhood, Henry, takes Alfred home. Henry mentions that he has been working for Mr. 
Donatelli, who owns a gym where he trains some famous boxers. Alfred goes to check out the gym and 
tells Mr. Donatelli that he wants to be special—he wants to be a champion. Donatelli tells him that 
first, he has to be a contender—someone for whom it is in the realm of possibility to be a champion 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Count of Monte Cristo, Alexander Dumas (930L) 
Edmond Dantés, is about to marry his sweetheart and become a captain of a vessel. He is framed by 
three enemies as a Napoleonic conspirator, shortly before Napoleon's dramatic return from Elba in 
1815. Dantés is imprisoned in the Chateau d'If, by the politician Villefort who is anxious to conceal his 
own father's machinations on behalf of Bonaparte. Educated by the Abbé Faria, Dantés remains in the 
French Alcatraz 14 years, before he manages to escape, in a highly dramatic manner. He flees to the 
island of Monter Cristo, and locates a fabulous treasure, hidden since the time of Renaissance. As the 
Count of Monte Cristo and with the wealth of the treasure Dantés destroys his enemies and shows the 
wrong side of the bourgeois world. - The novel originated from Dumas' acquaintance with Jérôme 
Bonaparte, Napoléon Bonaparte's brother, whose younger son Dumas took occasionally on short 
educational journeys. Returning from Elba, Dumas spotted another island, the deserted Monte-Carlo, 
about which he determined to write a novel in remembrance of the trip. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Crime and Punishment, Fyodor Dostoyevsky (990L) 
On an exceptionally hot evening early in July a young man came out of the garret in which he lodged 
in S. Place and walked slowly, as though in hesitation, towards K. bridge. 
He had successfully avoided meeting his landlady on the staircase. His garret was under the roof of a 
high, five-storied house and was more like a cupboard than a room. The landlady who provided him 
with garret, dinners, and attendance, lived on the floor below, and every time he went out he was 
obliged to pass her kitchen, the door of which invariably stood open. And each time he passed, the 
young man had a sick, frightened feeling, which made him scowl and feel ashamed. He was hopelessly 
in debt to his landlady, and was afraid of meeting her. 
This was not because he was cowardly and abject, quite the contrary; but for some time past he had 
been in an overstrained irritable condition, verging on hypochondria. He had become so completely 
absorbed in himself, and isolated from his fellows that he dreaded meeting, not only his landlady, but 
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anyone at all. He was crushed by poverty, but the anxieties of his position had of late ceased to weigh 
upon him. He had given up attending to matters of practical importance; he had lost all desire to do so. 
Nothing that any landlady could do had a real terror for him. But to be stopped on the stairs, to be 
forced to listen to her trivial, irrelevant gossip, to pestering demands for payment, threats and 
complaints, and to rack his brains for excuses, to prevaricate, to lie—no, rather than that, he would 
creep down the stairs like a cat and slip out unseen. 
This evening, however, on coming out into the street, he became acutely aware of his fears. 
“I want to attempt a thing like that and am frightened by these trifles,” he thought, with an odd smile. 
“Hm... yes, all is in a man’s hands and he lets it all slip from cowardice, that’s an axiom. It would be 
interesting to know what it is men are most afraid of. Taking a new step, uttering a new word is what 
they fear most.... But I am talking too much. It’s because I chatter that I do nothing. Or perhaps it is 
that I chatter because I do nothing. I’ve learned to chatter this last month, lying for days together in my 
den thinking... of Jack the Giant-killer. Why am I going there now? Am I capable of that? Is that 
serious? It is not serious at all. It’s simply a fantasy to amuse myself; a plaything! Yes, maybe it is a 
plaything.” 
Hot Spots: Murder 
 
The Crucible, Arthur Miller (1320L) 
In the Puritan New England town of Salem, Massachusetts, a group of girls goes dancing in the forest 
with a black slave named Tituba. While dancing, they are caught by the local minister, Reverend 
Parris. One of the girls, Parris’s daughter Betty, falls into a coma-like state. A crowd gathers in the 
Parris home while rumors of witchcraft fill the town. Having sent for Reverend Hale, an expert on 
witchcraft, Parris questions Abigail Williams, the girls’ ringleader, about the events that took place in 
the forest. Abigail, who is Parris’s niece and ward, admits to doing nothing beyond “dancing.” 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Cry the Beloved Country, Alan Paton (860L)  
In the remote village of Ndotsheni, in the Natal province of eastern South Africa, the  
Reverend Stephen Kumalo receives a letter from a fellow minister summoning him to  
Johannesburg, a city in South Africa. He is needed there, the letter says, to help his sister,  
Gertrude, who the letter says has fallen ill. Kumalo undertakes the difficult and expensive  
journey to the city in the hopes of aiding Gertrude and of finding his son, Absalom, who  
traveled to Johannesburg from Ndotsheni and never returned. In Johannesburg, Kumalo  
is warmly welcomed by Msimangu, the priest who sent him the letter, and given  
comfortable lodging by Mrs. Lithebe, a Christian woman who feels that helping others is  
her duty. Kumalo visits Gertrude, who is now a prostitute and liquor-seller, and persuades her to come 
back to Ndotsheni with her young son. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time, Mark Haddon (1180L) 
Mark Haddon has written a moving novel about love and bravery through the eyes of a British autistic 
boy. Christopher discovers his neighbor's poodle dead, impaled by a pitchfork, and, because he adores 
puzzles, he sets out to solve the mystery of who killed Wellington . But Christopher is autistic, a boy 
who doesn't like to be touched and cannot decipher emotions beyond the tools his teacher has taught 
him, and so the task requires the huge effort of testing rules and facing his own fears. A literalist by 
neurology, he deconstructs life into a set of mathematical equations and physical laws. This unique 
perspective makes him a good detective on one level, where clues and logic rule, but it also fails him 
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on another, higher one because he cannot understand the magnitude of what he uncovers. 

Hot Spots: none 
 
Dandelion Wine, Ray Bradbury (880L) 
Dandelion Wine is a 1957 novel by Ray Bradbury, taking place in the summer of 1928 in the fictional 
town of Green Town, Illinois, based upon Bradbury's childhood home of Waukegan, Illinois. The 
novel developed from the short story "Dandelion Wine" which appeared in the June 1953 issue of 
Gourmet magazine. 
The title refers to a wine made with dandelion petals and other ingredients, commonly citrus fruit. In 
the story, dandelion wine, as made by the protagonist's grandfather, serves as a metaphor for packing 
all of the joys of summer into a single bottle. 
The main character of the story is Douglas Spaulding, a 12-year-old boy loosely patterned after 
Bradbury. Most of the book is focused upon the routines of small-town America, and the simple joys 
of yesterday. 
Hot Spots: None 
 
David Copperfield, Charles Dickens (1070L) 
David Copperfield is the story of a young man’s adventures on his journey from an unhappy and 
impoverished childhood to the discovery of his vocation as a successful novelist. Among the gloriously 
vivid cast of characters he encounters are his tyrannical stepfather, Mr. Murdstone; his formidable 
aunt, Betsey Trotwood; the eternally humble yet treacherous Uriah Heep; frivolous, enchanting Dora; 
and the magnificently impecunious Micawber, one of literature’s great comic creations. In David 
Copperfield—the novel he described as his "favorite child"—Dickens drew revealingly on his own 
experiences to create one of his most exuberant and enduringly popular works, filled with tragedy and 
comedy in equal measure. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
A Day No Pigs Would Die, Robert Newton Peck (690L) 
Robert Peck decides to cut school after another boy makes fun of his clothes during recess. On the 
way, home, he discovers one of his neighbor's cows, Apron, in the middle of giving birth to a calf. 
After trying and failing to pull the calf out several times, Robert succeeds by taking off his pants and 
tying one leg around the calf's head and the other around its neck. The calf comes out in a heap all over 
Robert, but its mother is still in trouble. Seeing that she is having trouble breathing, Robert shoves his 
hand way down the cow's throat and discovers a goiter. He tries to pull the ball out, but Apron bites 
him and drags him all over the countryside. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
A Deadly Wandering, Matt Richtel 
From Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Matt Richtel, a brilliant, narrative-driven exploration of 
technology’s vast influence on the human mind and society, dramatically-told through the lens of a 
tragic “texting-while-driving” car crash that claimed the lives of two rocket scientists in 2006. 
In this ambitious, compelling, and beautifully written book, Matt Richtel, a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
reporter for the New York Times, examines the impact of technology on our lives through the story of 
Utah college student Reggie Shaw, who killed two scientists while texting and driving. Richtel follows 
Reggie through the tragedy, the police investigation, his prosecution, and ultimately, his redemption. 
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In the wake of his experience, Reggie has become a leading advocate against “distracted driving.” 
Richtel interweaves Reggie’s story with cutting-edge scientific findings regarding human attention and 
the impact of technology on our brains, proposing solid, practical, and actionable solutions to help 
manage this crisis individually and as a society. 
Hotspots: depiction of car accident 
 
Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller (NP) 

Biff returns from the west to visit his family although he doesn’t know how long he’s going to stay.  
Happy is glad to see him, but Willy seems strangely irritated.  He talks to old friends he imagines to 
the chagrin of his family, but no one has the heart to confront him about it.  Willy has a flashback of a 
time when Biff and Happy were promising high school students.  In the flashback, Willy gives his sons 
a punching bag.  He also condones Biff’s stealing of a football and doesn’t encourage them to study as 
much as they should.  He emphasizes being well liked.  After the flashback, Happy talks with Willy 
and asks him why he didn’t go to New England for his business trip.  Willy explains that he almost hit 
a kid in Yonkers.  He also tells his sons of his brother Ben who made a fortune on a trip to Africa. 
  Charley comes to Willy’s house at night complaining of not being able to sleep.  Charley and Willy 
play cards, but at the same time, Willy hold a conversation with his imaginary brother.  Charley has no 
idea what’s going on and leaves.  Willy continues the conversation regretting that he stayed in 
American while he could have gone to Alaska or Africa with his brother and made a fortune.  While 
Willy is having this imaginary conversation, Biff talks with Linda and asks her about Willy’s 
condition.  Linda explains that she can’t bring herself to confront Willy about it.  She also tells Biff 
that Willy has attempted suicide by crashing the car several times.  Willy comes out of his reverie and 
speaks with his family about their jobs.  Happy has an idea of starting a line of sporting goods so Biff 
decides to go to Bill Oliver to ask to borrow money.  Willy decides to go to Howard the next day to 
ask if he can work in New York so that he wouldn’t have to drive 700 miles to work..  The next day 
Willy goes to Howard and Biff goes to see Oliver.  They decide to celebrate their success by going out 
for dinner at night.  When Willy talks with Howard, he loses his temper and begins yelling at Howard 
who in turn fires him.  After Biff goes to see Bill, Bill doesn’t remember him and doesn’t lend him 
money.  At night, Biff and Happy arrive at the restaurant before their father.  Biff explains to happy 
that he didn’t get the money, and happy encourages his brother to lie.  Willy arrives.  Biff tries to tell 
Willy that he didn’t get the money and that he stole a fountain pen from Bill.  However, Happy is at 
the same time lying to Willy that Bill warmly welcomed Biff.  Willy apparently accepts Happy’s 
version.  Willy tells his sons that he was fired and falls into his reverie having a flashback of the time 
Biff caught him in his affair.  He remembers that it was that moment that Biff’s life ended.  Happy 
does not want to put up with his father and leaves with Biff and two girls they met earlier at the 
restaurant.  The two of them arrive home late and the coldly receives by Linda.  Biff confronts Willy 
about his suicide attempts and Willy denies everything.  He tells Biff that he did not get any money 
from Oliver and has no hope go get any money.  He accuses Willy of not know who he really is.  
However, after this, Biff cries and leaves.  Willy realizes that Biff loves him and decides to celebrate 
by killing himself by crashing the car which would give his family 20 thousand dollar in life 
insurance.  No one but his family and Charley goes to his funeral. 

Hot Spots: none 
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Deathwatch, Robb White (990L) 
A young college student named Ben is hired to act as a seven-day guide for a “big wig” executive 
named Madec who is hunting for Bighorn sheep in a remote region of the desert.  On the third day out, 
a terrible accident occurs when Madec shoots at what he thinks is a ram but turns out to be an old 
hermit.  Madec wants him to lie to the authorities and leave the dead man in the desert.  Madec will do 
anything to avoid the potential publicity and jail time that may result from the investigation, including 
forcing Ben to strip and wander in the brutal heat without food, water, or clothing.  Ben must take the 
fight to Madic or be hunted like an animal.   
Hot Spots:  None 
 
Developing the Leader Within You,   John C. Maxwell 
This book is, in a way, a self-help book for developing a leader within yourself. Maxwell breaks down 
the characteristics of being a leader and the qualities that can be acquired and developed in those who 
strive to be leaders. He shares ten leadership principles. The ten principles he addresses are : Creating 
Positive influence, Setting The Right Priorities, Modeling Integrity, Creating Positive Change, 
Problem Solving, Having The Right Positive Attitude, Developing People, Charting The Vision, 
Practicing Self-Discipline and Developing staff. Throughout the book Maxwell references to many 
examples that show the effects of a positive leader. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Devil’s Highway, Luis Alberto 
In May 2001, a group of men attempted to cross the Mexican border into the desert of southern 
Arizona, through the deadliest region of the continent, the "Devil's Highway." Three years later, Luis 
Alberto Urrea wrote about what happened to them. The result was a national bestseller, a Pulitzer Prize 
finalist, a "book of the year" in multiple newspapers, and a work proclaimed as a modern American 
classic. 
Hot Spots: None 
 
The Devil in the White City, Erik Larson (1170L) 
The story intertwines the true tale of the 1893 World’s Fair and the cunning serial killer who used the 
fair to lure his victims to their death.  Combining meticulous research with nail-biting storytelling, Erik 
Larson has crafted a narrative with all the wonder of the newly discovered history and the thrills of the 
best fiction. 
Hotspots:  Violence 
 
The Diary of Anne Frank,  Anne Frank (1080L) 
Anne's diary begins on her thirteenth birthday and ends shortly after her fifteenth. At the start of her 
biographical diary, Anne describes typical girlhood experiences, writing about her friendships with 
other girls, her crushes on boys, and her academics. 
 The Franks had moved to the Netherlands in the years leading up to World War II to escape 
persecution in Germany. After the Germans invaded the Netherlands in 1940, the Franks were forced 
into hiding. They moved into a small secret annex above Otto Frank's office where they had stockpiled 
food and supplies. The employees from Otto's firm helped hide the Franks and kept them supplied with 
food, medicine, and information about the outside world. 
 Some bits of political news make their way into her diary, providing a vivid historical context for her 
personal thoughts during the two years the Franks are in hiding.  
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Anne often writes about her feelings of isolation and loneliness. She has a tumultuous relationship with 
the adults in the annex, particularly her mother, whom she considers lacking in love and affection. She 
adores her father, but she is frequently scolded and criticized. Anne thinks that her sister, Margot, is 
smart, pretty, and agreeable, but she does not feel close to her and does not write much about her. 
Anne eventually develops a close friendship with Peter van Daan, the teenage boy in the annex. Mr. 
Frank does not approve, however, and the intensity of Anne's infatuation begins to lessen. 
 Anne matures considerably throughout the course of her diary entries, moving from detailed accounts 
of basic activities to deeper, more profound thoughts about humanity and her own personal nature. 
During the two years recorded in her diary, Anne deals with confinement and deprivation, as well as 
the complicated and difficult issues of growing up in the brutal circumstances of the Holocaust. Her 
diary describes a struggle to define herself within this climate of oppression. Anne's diary ends without 
comment on August 1, 1944, the end of a seemingly normal day that leaves us with the expectation of 
seeing another entry on the next page. However, the Frank family is betrayed to the Nazis and arrested 
on August 4, 1944.  
 Otto Frank is the family's sole survivor, and he recovers Anne's diary from Miep. He decides to fulfill 
Anne's wishes by publishing the diary. Anne's diary becomes a condemnation of the unimaginable 
horror of the Holocaust, and one of the few accounts that describe it from a young person's perspective. 
Potential hot spots: anti- Semitism, Holocaust, race hatred 
 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, Philip K. Dick 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? was published in 1968. Grim and foreboding, even today it is a 
masterpiece ahead of its time. 
By 2021, the World War had killed millions, driving entire species into extinction and sending 
mankind off-planet. Those who remained coveted any living creature, and for people who couldn't 
afford one, companies built incredibly realistic simulacrae: horses, birds, cats, sheep. . . They even 
built humans. 
Emigrées to Mars received androids so sophisticated it was impossible to tell them from true men or 
women. Fearful of the havoc these artificial humans could wreak, the government banned them from 
Earth. But when androids didn't want to be identified, they just blended in. 
Rick Deckard was an officially sanctioned bounty hunter whose job was to find rogue androids, and to 
retire them. But cornered, androids tended to fight back, with deadly results. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
A Doll’s House,  Henrik Ibsen (NP) 
Nora Helmer once secretly borrowed a large sum of money so that her husband could recuperate from 
a serious illness. She never told him of this loan and has been secretly paying it back in small 
installments by saving from her household allowance. Her husband, Torvald, thinks her careless and 
childlike, and often calls her his doll. When he is appointed bank director, his first act is to relieve a 
man who was once disgraced for having forged his signature on a document. This man, Nils Krogstad, 
is the person from whom Nora has borrowed her money. It is then revealed that she forged her father's 
signature in order to get the money. Krogstad threatens to reveal Nora's crime and thus disgrace her 
and her husband unless Nora can convince her husband not to fire him. Nora tries to influence her 
husband, but he thinks of Nora as a simple child who cannot understand the value of money or 
business. Thus, when Torvald discovers that Nora has forged her father's name, he is ready to disclaim 
his wife even though she had done it for him. Later when all is solved, Nora sees that her husband is 
not worth her love and she leaves him. 
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Hot Spots: None 
 
Don’t You Dare Read This, Mrs. Dunphrey, Margaret Peterson Haddix (980L) 
Tish Bonner’s high school English class has to keep a dumb journal for their teacher, Mrs. Dunphrey. 
Doesn’t Mrs. Dunphrey know that kids are too busy coping with real life to be bothered with writing? 
But when 16-year-old Tish’s life is turned upside down, her journal becomes her only confidante. 
Relying on her teacher’s promise that she won’t read any entry marked "don’t read this," Tish writes 
about her loneliness and fear when her mother abandons her and her little brother. Alone and with 
nowhere to turn, the teenager is forced to trust Mrs. Dunphrey with a final entry—one that she 
desperately wants her to read. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Driver’s Ed, Caroline B. Cooney (670L)  
Life couldn’t be better for 15-year-old Remy Marland. Her driver’s education class gives her plenty of 
driving time, and Morgan Campbell, the boy she has a crush on, is showing signs of returning her 
affection. When Remy and Morgan decide to go along with a driver’s ed class prank of stealing road 
signs, it looks to be harmless fun. The dangers of giving in to peer pressure soon become apparent 
when fun turns to vandalism, and events spiral out of control to a deadly conclusion. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
East of Eden, John Steinbeck (700L) 
Steinbeck examines the nature of good and evil in this work through a parabolic  
treatment of the story of Cain and Abel. Each generation of the Trask family contains a  
pair of brothers who compete for their father's affections, and Steinbeck focuses  
specifically on the rejection of a child's gift by the father and the child's subsequent  
revenge. Adam Trask, the allegorical Adam in search of Eden, meets and marries Cathy  
Ames, knowing little of her background. She turns out to be a figure of evil and is one of  
the most notorious characters in modern American fiction. She is described as looking  
like a serpent, and her actions throughout the novel mark her as a satanic figure.  
Although she is married to Adam, she sleeps with his half-brother, Charles Trask, and the  
twins she conceives are the sons of two different fathers. Adam seeks to create an Eden  
for himself and his family in California, but after the twins are born, Cathy deserts them  
all, returning to her life as a prostitute and renaming herself Kate Trask.  
Hot Spots: Prostitution, abortion, racism, suicide  
Rationale: AP Book list, amazing study of characterization, use of allusion and allegory, analysis of 
symbolism, historical context and themes 
 
Empire Falls, Richard Russo 
Empire Falls (2001), by Richard Russo, is set in a small, working-class town that has fallen upon hard 
times. Unlike Russo's previous novels, which are set in upstate New York, this novel is set in Maine, 
where Russo lived for several years prior to its composition. 
The themes explored in this novel are not peculiar to Maine, however. The story of long-suffering 
Miles Roby, trapped in Empire Falls by the mysterious motives of Francine Whiting, by economic 
necessity, and by his deep love for both his teenage daughter and his late mother, explores universal 
questions about how much is determined by free will and how much is determined by nature. The 
novel also examines whether the rich and powerful suffer consequences from their exploitation of 
those who are less fortunate, and it inquires if people ought to forfeit their own happiness in order to 
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benefit others whom they love. 
Hot spots: teenage violence, some sexual references 
Rationale: AP book list, small town/big city analysis, character analysis and development, analysis of 
symbolism and motif 
 
Ender's Game, Orson Scott Card (780L)  
In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government agencies 
breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives 
with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the person he loves more than anyone 
else, his sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the soldier-training program but 
didn't make the cut--young Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous 
military training. Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the Battle Room, where 
children play at mock battles in zero gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial community of young 
soldiers Ender suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry from his peers, pressure from the adult teachers, 
and an unsettling fear of the alien invaders. His psychological battles include loneliness, fear that he is 
becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and fanning the flames of devotion to his beloved sister. 
Back on Earth, Peter and Valentine forge an intellectual alliance and attempt to change the course of 
history. 
Hot Spots: The violence is, at times, quite brutal, children kill other children. 
 
Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton (1200L) 
Finding himself laid up in the small New England town of Starkfield for the winter, the narrator sets 
out to learn about the life of a mysterious local named Ethan Frome, who had a tragic accident some 
twenty years earlier. After questioning various locals with little result, the narrator finally comes to 
learn the details of Ethan’s “smash-up” (as the locals call it) when a violent snowstorm forces the 
narrator into an overnight stay at the Frome household. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Ethics for the New Millennium, the Dalai Lama 
Summary: "This is not a religious book," asserts the Dalai Lama about a volume that's his most 
outspoken to date on moral and social issues. "My aim has been to appeal for an approach to ethics 
based on universal rather than religious principles." The Dalai Lama adopts this approach because, he 
notes, the majority of humanity ignores religion, the traditional vehicle for ethics, yet observation 
shows him that happiness, which he discerns as the prime human goal, depends upon "positive ethical 
conduct." The entire book, written in simple, direct prose, reflects this sort of step-by-step reasoning, 
taking on color and drama with numerous anecdotes drawn from the Tibetan leader's personal 
experience. Methodically, the Dalai Lama explores the foundation of ethics, how ethics affects the 
individual and the role of ethics in society. He resorts often to Buddhist principles (as in employing the 
idea of dependent origination that nothing arises or exists of itself to demonstrate the interrelatedness 
of all life), but also to native Tibetan ideas and, occasionally, to secular thought or that of other 
religions. The book represents no radical departure from his previous work, but it does present a 
number of forceful views on issues ranging from cloning to vivisection to excess wealth ("the life of 
luxury... is unworthy"), as well as personal flavor not seen in his books since his autobiography, 
Freedom in Exile. The Dalai Lama refers, for instance, to his unwillingness to sell his watch collection 
for money to feed the poor as an example of ethical limitation. With its disarmingly frank, kindly 
manner and authoritative air, the book is what one would expect from a Nobel Peace Prize winner. 
Grade Level: 10th grade Honors, 11-12th grade, AP 



Revised 6/29/20 

Hot Spots: none 
 
Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury (890L) 
Guy Montag is a book-burning fireman undergoing a crisis of faith. His wife spends all  
day with her television "family," imploring Montag to work harder so that they can afford  
a fourth TV wall. Their dull, empty life sharply contrasts with that of his next-door  
neighbor Clarisse, a young girl thrilled by the ideas in books, and more interested in what  
she can see in the world around her than in the mindless chatter of the tube. When  
Clarisse disappears mysteriously, Montag is moved to make some changes, and starts  
hiding books in his home. Eventually, his wife turns him in, and he must answer the call  
to burn his secret cache of books. After fleeing to avoid arrest, Montag winds up joining  
an outlaw band of scholars who keep the contents of books in their heads, waiting for the  
time society will once again need the wisdom of literature.  
Hot Spots: Mild profanity  
 
 
Fallen Angels, Walter Dean Myers (650L) 
A coming of age tale for young adults set in the trenches of the Vietnam War in the late 1960s, Fallen 
Angels is the story of Perry, a Harlem teenager who volunteers for the service when his dream of 
attending college falls through. Sent to the front lines, Perry and his platoon come face-to-face with the 
Vietcong and the real horror of warfare. But violence and death aren't the only hardships. As Perry 
struggles to find virtue in himself and his comrades, he questions why black troops are given the most 
dangerous assignments, and why the U.S. is there at all. Fallen Angels won the 1989 Coretta Scott 
King Award. 
Hotspots: Some sexual references, language, war violence, addressing of racial issues 
 
Falling Leaves, Adeline Yen Mah (950L) 
Although the focus of this memoir is the author's struggle to be loved by a family that  
treated her cruelly, it is more notable for its portrait of the domestic affairs of an  
immensely wealthy, Westernized Chinese family in Shanghai as the city evolved under  
the harsh strictures of Mao and Deng. Yen Mah's father knew how to make money and  
survive, regardless of the regime in power. In addition to an assortment of profitable  
enterprises, he stashed away two tons of gold in a Swiss bank, and eventually the family  
fled to Hong Kong. But he was indifferent to his seven children and in the thrall of a  
second wife who makes Cinderella's stepmother seem angelic. His first wife, Yen Mah's  
mother, died at her birth, and the child, considered an ill omen, was treated with crushing  
severity. But she was encouraged by the love of an aunt and eventually made her way to  
the U.S., where she became a doctor, married happily and, ironically, was the one her  
father and stepmother turned to in their old age. In recounting this painful tale, Yen Mah's  
unadorned prose is powerful, her insights keen and her portrait of her family devastating. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Farewell to Manzanar, Jeanne Houston (1040L) 
In the morning of December 7, 1941, Jeanne Wakatsuki says farewell to Papa’s sardine fleet at San 
Pedro Harbor in California. But soon the boats return, and news reaches the family that the Japanese 
have bombed Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. Papa burns his Japanese flag and identity papers but is arrested 
by the FBI. Mama moves the family to the Japanese ghetto on Terminal Island and then to Boyle 
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Heights in Los Angeles. President Roosevelt’s Executive Order 9066, which he signs in February 
1942, gives the military the authority to relocate potential threats to national security. Those of 
Japanese descent in America can only await their final destination: “their common sentiment is shikata 
ga nai” (“it cannot be helped”). One month later, the government orders the Wakatsukis to move to 
Manzanar Relocation Center in the desert 225 miles northeast of Los Angeles. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
A Farewell to Arms,  Ernest Hemingway (730L) 
The best American novel to emerge from World War I, A Farewell to Arms is the unforgettable story 
of an American ambulance driver on the Italian front and his passion for a beautiful nurse. 
Hemingway’s frank portrayal of the love between Lieutenant Henry and Catherine Barkley, caught in 
the inexorable sweep or war, glows with an intensity unrivaled in modern literature, while his 
description of the German attack on Caporetto—of lines of tired men marching in the rain, hungry, 
weary, and demoralized—is one of the greatest moments in literary history. A story of love and pain, 
of loyalty and desertion, A Farewell to Arms, written when he was 30 years old, represents a new 
romanticism for Hemingway. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
FEED,  M.T. Anderson (770L) 
This brilliantly ironic satire is set in a future world where television and computers are connected 
directly into people's brains when they are babies. The result is a chillingly recognizable consumer 
society where empty-headed kids are driven by fashion and shopping and the avid pursuit of silly 
entertainment--even on trips to Mars and the moon--and by constant customized murmurs in their 
brains of encouragement to buy, buy, buy. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Finding my Hat, John Son (840L) 
Jin-Han Park's earliest memory is of losing his hat to a strong wind in Chicago. The son of Korean 
immigrants, he seems to be blown around a lot himself, as his parents move from Chicago to Memphis 
to Houston searching for a better life and a place to establish their wig business. Son's first novel is a 
moving and sometimes hilarious portrait of a young immigrant trying to find his place between the 
culture of his parents and that of his friends and classmates. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The First Part Last, Angela Johnson (790L)  
This novel tells the story of a young father struggling to raise an infant. Bobby, 16, is a sensitive and 
intelligent narrator. His parents are supportive but refuse to take over the child-care duties, so he 
struggles to balance parenting, school, and friends who don't comprehend his new role. Alternate 
chapters go back to the story of Bobby's relationship with his girlfriend Nia and how parents and 
friends reacted to the news of her pregnancy. Bobby's parents are well-developed characters, Nia's 
upper-class family somewhat less so. Flashbacks lead to the revelation in the final chapters that Nia is 
in an irreversible coma caused by preclampsia.  
Hot Spots: attitude toward the underage sex is casual 
 
First They Killed My Father, Loung Ung (920L) 
Covering the years from 1975 to 1979, the story moves from the deaths of multiple  
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family members to the forced separation of the survivors, leading ultimately to the  
reuniting of much of the family, followed by marriages and immigrations. The brutality  
seems unending--beatings, starvation, attempted rape, mental cruelty--and yet the narrator  
(a young girl) never stops fighting for escape and survival. Sad and courageous, her life  
and the lives of her young siblings provide quite a powerful example of how war can so  
deeply affect children--especially a war in which they are trained to be an integral part of  
the armed forces. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions, Edwin Abbott Abbott (1280L) 
Flatland is a story about two-dimensional creatures—lines, triangles, squares, circles, and other 
polygons—that live on a plane. The protagonist and narrator of the story, A. Square, visits a one-
dimensional land known as Lineland and is visited by a Sphere from Spaceland. After the Sphere takes 
A. Square on a tour of Spaceland and then returns him to Flatland, Square decides to share the “Gospel 
of Three Dimensions” with other Flatlanders. As a result, Square is imprisoned for life for his belief in 
three dimensions. 

Written in 1884, Flatland is a biting satire of English Victorian Society with its rigid hierarchies that 
limit opportunities of the common man and relegate all women to subservient, inferior roles. Abbott, 
the most famous schoolmaster for the City of London School was especially interested in the education 
of women, which was remarkably limited in Victorian England. Clearly, Abbott hoped to challenge 
Victorian views through his satirical portrayal of Flatlanders. 

But Flatland is also a novella about mathematics, particularly geometry. It cleverly encourages readers 
to consider the idea of a fourth dimension by using the analogy of a two-dimensional being who is 
introduced to a three-dimensional world. Victorians were intrigued by the idea of a fourth dimension 
and conversations on the subject were frequent in the late 1800s. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes  (910L) 
This is an incredibly moving account of the story of a mentally retarded young man who becomes a 
candidate for an experiment to improve his intelligence. This is such a phenomenal example of 
"voice." The book is written in journal entries by the man as his intelligence improves and then 
deteriorates. I find this book to be an incredible platform for SO many discussions!  
Hot spots:  sexuality, abuse  
 
Founding Fathers:  Brief Lives of the United States Constitution, M.E. Bradford 
(AP Government Book) 
It analyzes the constitutional period by describing and discussing the interaction of select founding 
fathers. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand (780L) 
When it was first published in 1943, The Fountainhead--containing Ayn Rand’s daringly original 
literary vision with the seeds of her groundbreaking philosophy, Objectivism—won immediate 
worldwide acclaim. This instant classic is the story of an intransigent young architect, his violent battle 
against conventional standards, and his explosive love affair with a beautiful woman who struggles to 
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defeat him. This centennial edition of The Fountainhead, celebrating the controversial and eduring 
legacy of its author, features an afterword by Rand’s literary executor, Leonard Peikoff, offering some 
of Ayn Rand’s personal notes on the development of her masterwork. “A writer of great power. She 
has a subtle and ingenious mind and the capacity of writing brilliantly, beautifully, bitterly.”--The New 
York Times  
Hot Spots: none 
 
Frankenstein. Mary Shelley (1170L) 
Set in Europe in the 1790's, begins with the letters of Captain Robert Walton to his sister. These letters 
form the framework for the story in which Walton tells his sister the story of Victor Frankenstein and 
his monster as Frankenstein told it to him. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Freakonomics, Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner  
The book Freakonomics is composed of a series of essays in which a journalist and an economist 
demonstrate how, by applying basic principles of economics, data often reveal fascinating truths about 
how the world works. Along the way, the authors discuss a myriad of seemingly unrelated topics, 
ranging from sumo wrestlers to drug dealers to baby names. The book, however, is not about any of 
these topics per se. Rather, it is "about stripping a layer or two from the surface of modern life and 
seeing what is happening underneath." The reader is told that the authors will use objective data to 
honestly assess some of these topics. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Free the Children, Craig Kielburger and Kevin Major 
Twelve-year-old Craig Kielburger, upset by a newspaper article about the forced slavery  
and subsequent murder of a child in Pakistan, began in 1995 to research worldwide  
injustice against children. Armed with the disturbing facts, he convinced friends at his  
Canadian grade school to form a group to advocate for children's rights. With world-  
changing zeal, Free the Children gathered information, wrote world leaders, and led  
conferences on the issue with other youth. Kielburger himself was given the opportunity  
to accompany a human rights worker through cities in South Asia.  
The young man witnessed shocking abuse from which most middle-class Western  
children have been carefully shielded: he met an 8-year-old girl whose job was to recycle  
bloody syringes without gloves or other protection, children in a factory working with  
extremely hazardous materials to provide fireworks for a Hindu religious celebration, and  
children sold for sex on urban streets. On returning to his home in Canada, Kielburger  
bore witness to what he had seen and asked a simple, devastating question: "If child  
labour is not acceptable for white, middle-class North American kids, then why is it  
acceptable for a girl in Thailand or a boy in Brazil?"  
Free the Children is now a powerful organization in support of the world's youth, and this book is sure 
to be a call to further action--certainly for all young people, and perhaps for many adults who have 
previously felt hopeless about the possibility of ending abusive child labor and poverty. "We simply do 
not believe that world leaders can create a  
nuclear bomb and send a man to the moon but cannot feed and protect the world's  
children," says the author. "We simply do not believe it." 
Hot Spots: none 
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The Freedom Writer’s Diary (900L) 
When Gruwell was a first-year high school teacher in Long Beach, CA, teaching the "unteachables" 
(kids that no other teacher wanted to deal with), she discovered that most of her students had not heard 
of the Holocaust. Shocked, she introduced them to books about tolerance - first-person accounts by the 
likes of Anne Frank and Zlata Filopvic. The students were inspired to start keeping diaries of their 
lives that showed the violence, homelessness, racism, illness, and abuse that surrounded them. Most 
readers will be proud to see how these students have succeeded; at the end of their four-year 
experience, the Freedom Writers as they called themselves (in honor of the Freedom Riders of the 
1960s) had all graduated. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Friday Night Lights, H. G. Bissinger (1260L)   
Friday Night Lights is a nonfiction account of the impact of high school football in the  
small town of Odessa, Texas in 1988.  Bissinger chronicles the season with the Permian  
High School football team exploring the nature between football and its impact on a town  
that is in an economic depression.  Dependent upon the Panther’s goal of a state  
championship, Odessa feeds off the victories and losses that puts the pressure of its hopes  
and dreams on the shoulders of junior and senior boys. This novel explores the history of  
Odessa economically, socially, and culturally. Through the racially divided town and its  
emphasis put on establishing a winning tradition, Bissinger is able to show how devotion  
and to the team shapes the community, while illustrating how this devotion can shatter  
the individual who puts on a Permian jersey.   
Hot Spots: Suggestive language, minor reference to sexuality  
 
A Garden of Marvels: How We Discovered that Flowers Have Sex, Leaves Eat Air, 
and Other Secrets of Plants, Ruth Kassinger 
Combing the curiosity of The Botany of Desire and the playful spirit of Wicked Plants, a witty and 
engaging history of botany and gardening memoir from the author of Paradise Under Glass—an easy-
to-follow, anecdotal tutorial on the fascinating science of plants. 
In Paradise Under Glass, Ruth Kassinger— a self-described "wanton killer of plants"—recounted with 
grace, humor, and poignancy her moving journey from brown thumb to green, sharing the lessons she 
learned building a home conservatory in the wake of a devastating personal crisis. 
In A Garden of Marvels, she enhances and extends her story. While Kassinger successfully created her 
dream conservatory and rectified her initial gardening mistakes—the over-watering and under-
fertilizing that often kill plants—she realized she had no idea what to do to help them thrive. Until she 
completely understood how plants actually worked, she couldn’t know exactly what they needed. 
In her friendly and reassuring voice Kassinger introduces the basic botany of plants—flowers, roots, 
stems, and leaves—and explains how they function together. Combining science and botanical 
knowledge with reflections on her personal quest to become a better gardener, and illustrated with 
more than two-dozen black and white drawings, Garden of Marvels is a journey of discovery that 
offers fresh and unexpected insights into the natural. 
Hotspots: none 
 
Generation Me, Jean Twenge 
We live in a time when high self-esteem is encouraged from childhood, when young people have more 
freedom and independence than ever, but also far more depression, anxiety, cynicism, and loneliness. 
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Today's young people have been raised to aim for the stars at a time when it is more difficult than ever 
to get into college, find a good job, and afford a house. Their expectations are very high just as the 
world is becoming more competitive, so there's a huge clash between their expectations and reality. 
More than any other generation in history, the children of Baby Boomers are disappointed by what 
they find when they arrive at adulthood. Generation Me will give Boomers new insight into their 
offspring, and help those in their teens, twenties, and thirties finally make sense of their generation. 
Hot Spots: None 
 
Get Well Soon, Julie Halpern (850L) 
Anna Bloom is depressed--so depressed that her parents have committed her to a mental hospital with 
a bunch of other messed-up teens. Here, she meets a roommate with a secret (and a plastic baby), a 
doctor who focuses way too much on her weight, and a cute, shy boy who just might like her. 
But wait! Being trapped in a loony bin isn't supposed to be about making friends, losing weight, and 
having a crush, is it? 
In her fiction debut, Julie Halpern finds humor in the unlikeliest of places, and presents a character 
whose voice--and heart--will resonate with all of us who have ever felt just a little bit crazy. 
Julie Halpern is a middle-school librarian in suburban Chicago. She is the author of the children's book 
"Toby and the Snowflakes. "Her likes include road trips, board games, and cake. Her dislikes include 
traffic, insomnia, and meanies. 
"Get Well Soon "is Julie's first novel, and is based on her own depressing experiences during high 
school. But she's fine now. Really. 
Hot Spots: profanity, one teenager believes that he talks to dark supernatural forces, depression  
 
The Ghost Map, Steven Johnson 
This is a non-fiction account of the 1854 London cholera epidemic. The story involves two men who 
attempted to put a stop to the epidemic, and in doing so revolutionized the way we think of spread of 
disease, the nature of scientific inquiry, and the rise of the modern city. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Gilgamesh, Unknown 
The Epic of Gilgamesh is an epic poem from Ancient Mesopotamia and is among the earliest known 
works of literary fiction. Scholars believe that it originated as a series of Sumerian legends and poems 
about the mythological hero-king Gilgamesh, which were gathered into a longer Akkadian poem much 
later; the most complete version existing today is preserved on 12 clay tablets in the library collection 
of the 7th century BCE Assyrian king Ashurbanipal. It was originally titled He who Saw the Deep (Sha 
naqba Ä«muru) or Surpassing All Other Kings (Shutur eli sharri). Gilgamesh might have been a real 
ruler in the late Early Dynastic II period (ca. 27th century BCE). 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Girl with Seven Names, Hyeonseo Lee 
An extraordinary insight into life under one of the world’s most ruthless and secretive dictatorships – 
and the story of one woman’s terrifying struggle to avoid capture/repatriation and guide her family to 
freedom. 
As a child growing up in North Korea, Hyeonseo Lee was one of millions trapped by a secretive and 
brutal totalitarian regime. Her home on the border with China gave her some exposure to the world 
beyond the confines of the Hermit Kingdom and, as the famine of the 1990s struck, she began to 
wonder, question and to realise that she had been brainwashed her entire life. Given the repression, 
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poverty and starvation she witnessed surely her country could not be, as she had been told “the best on 
the planet”? 
Aged seventeen, she decided to escape North Korea. She could not have imagined that it would be 
twelve years before she was reunited with her family. 
She could not return, since rumours of her escape were spreading, and she and her family could incur 
the punishments of the government authorities – involving imprisonment, torture, and possible public 
execution. Hyeonseo instead remained in China and rapidly learned Chinese in an effort to adapt and 
survive. Twelve years and two lifetimes later, she would return to the North Korean border in a daring 
mission to spirit her mother and brother to South Korea, on one of the most arduous, costly and 
dangerous journeys imaginable. 
This is the unique story not only of Hyeonseo’s escape from the darkness into the light, but also of her 
coming of age, education and the resolve she found to rebuild her life – not once, but twice – first in 
China, then in South Korea. Strong, brave and eloquent, this memoir is a triumph of her remarkable 
spirit. 
Hotspots: Violence, drug references 
 
Give a Boy a Gun, Todd Strasser (760L) 
High school sophomores Gary Searle and Brendan Lawlor have had enough. Day in and  
day out, for more than two years, they have been harassed, beaten up, and cursed out by  
most of the jocks at Middleton High--especially by football player Sam Flach. Armed  
with guns they've stolen from a neighbor's collection, Gary and Brendan storm a school  
dance, booby trap all the doors with homemade bombs, and prepare to turn their high  
school caste system upside down with a violent show of force. When it's all over, Sam  
Flach is alive (but without any hope of a future football career), Gary has killed himself,  
and Brendan is in a coma, after being beaten almost to death by other students who  
managed to disarm him. Could this tragedy have been prevented? Who, if anyone, is to  
blame?  
Consisting of short, related statements from students, parents, school administrators, and  
even the troubled shooters themselves, Give a Boy a Gun attempts to give a voice to the  
countless sides of the school violence issue. Is this novel disturbing and at times difficult  
to read? Yes, of course it is. But it is also an articulate, well-rounded cross section of the  
many viewpoints on gun control, peer bullying, and the high school social order since the  
traumatic events that took place in Littleton, Colorado. While Strasser readily  
acknowledges that there are no easy solutions to the problem of school violence, this  
powerful book will be a useful tool for parents and teachers alike in exploring this issue  
and finding some ways of resolving the tragic escalation of teen violence. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Glass Castle, by Jeanette Walls (1010L) 
This is a powerful memoir - which again shows changing voice as the main character gains awareness 
and understanding of the world, around her. It demonstrates how self-centered decisions can affect 
entire families, which lead to long-term consequences. It also brings up the concept of homelessness 
and poverty by choice. It is a story of a family's struggles in a variety of settings. It demonstrates 
perseverance, it demonstrates family dynamics and dysfunction.   
Hot spots: some potential scenes of molestation / sexual abuse. alcohol abuse 
 
The Good Earth, Pearl S. Buck (1530L) 
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The Good Earth is a family saga centered on the figure of Wang Lung, a simple farmer in the village of 
Anhwei. The novel opens on Wang Lung's wedding day, when Wang Lung arrives at the Great House 
of Hwang to claim his bride. He is a poor man who has come to marry a slave, the only wife he can 
afford, and for this reason he is very aware of his inferior status. The Old Mistress asks that they bring 
their first-born for her to see. Wang Lung agrees and departs with O-lan, now "his woman." 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Go Ask Alice, Anonymous (1010L) 
Life at 15 isn’t easy for a girl if she’s shy and hates the way she looks. Each day is heaven or hell, 
depending on who talks to her, or who doesn’t. So, when she’s finally accepted by a group, she doesn’t 
refuse their party games, even if it means taking LSD. Soon she’s taking little pills to wake up and 
others to go to sleep, and the days begin to blur. Leaving the secure, middle-class circle of her family, 
she travels into a nightmare realm of hustlers and dealers. Homeless, driven by drug highs and lows, 
she sometimes tries to regain control over her life. But it’s much easier to just get high again. Based on 
a 15-year-old’s diary, Go Ask Alice is the intimate account of one girl’s fatal journey into the world of 
drug addiction.  
Hot Spots: vivid picture of the life of a drug addict 
 
The Gospel According to Larry, Janet Tashjian (800L) 
Josh Swenson is a normal 16 year old kid who happens to have an alter ego, Larry.  Larry  
is his blog’s character that rants on the consumerism that lives within the United States.   
Josh finds out that Larry is more popular than expected.  People start to wonder who  
Larry is and Josh posts pictures of his possessions that gives clues to his identities.  When  
the blog becomes internationally popular, a member of the site is determined to reveal  
Larry’s identity.  When Josh is revealed he commits pseudocide and hides away in  
Colorado. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck (680L) 
Set in the Great Depression, the popular proletarian novel, in which descriptive, narrative, and 
philosophical passages succeed one another, tells the story of a family of sharecroppers, the Joads — 
'Okie' farmers driven from their land by drought and the Dust Bowl, and forced to endure the hardships 
of migrant workers moving West. Note the similarity to the name Job (pronounced like "Jobe"), a man 
from the Old Testament that suffered greatly when tested by God, but remained faithful. The novel 
details the nearly hopeless situation of the downtrodden American farmer in the years of the Great 
Depression, and emphasizes cooperative solutions to the social problems brought about by 
industrialization. 
Hot Topics: Language 
 
 
Great Expectations, Charles Dickens (1230L) 
As a young child, the orphan Pip lives with his sister and brother-in-law, the village blacksmith. On 
Christmas Eve, Pip is walking through the marshes when he meets an escaped convict who threatens 
him into bringing back food and a file to break the leg-irons. On Christmas Day, the convict is 
captured and returned to the prison ships known as The Hulks. He never reveals Pip’s assistance when 
he is caught and asked how he escaped his irons. 
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Much later, young Pip is sent to entertain Miss Havisham, a wealthy old lady who lives in a mansion 
known as Satis House. Miss Havisham is a bitter woman who was jilted on her wedding day long ago. 
She still wears her wedding gown, and the now-rotten wedding cake sits atop her dining room table. 
Her adopted daughter, Estella, is beautiful, and Pip instantly falls in love with her. But Estella is cold 
and distant. Over time, she softens somewhat toward Pip, but her affection is erratic. She tells him she 
can never love anyone. 
Pip is dismissed from Miss Havisham’s service and becomes an apprentice to Joe. But Estella has 
instilled in him a shame in his commonness. He longs to be a gentleman, not a blacksmith. His 
discontent grows. One day he learns that an anonymous benefactor has left him an enormous sum of 
money. He is to move to London, where he will be trained to act as a gentleman. A lawyer, Jaggers, 
will oversee his inheritance. Pip is certain his benefactor is Miss Havisham, and believes he is being 
trained as Estella’s future husband. Pip's happiness is unfathomable as he moves to London, away from 
the only family and friends he has ever known. He is educated by Mr. Mathew Pocket and strikes a 
great friendship with his son, Herbert. 
His wealth and position changes him, and soon Pip leads a dissipated life full of idleness. He is 
ashamed of Joe and Biddy, and wants little to do with them. He thinks association with them will lower 
him in Estella’s eyes. Estella continues to be a powerful factor in his life. She has been trained by Miss 
Havisham to break men’s hearts, and is constantly put in Pip’s life to toy with him. Even though she 
warns him she cannot love him, Pip persists in loving her. 
On his twenty-fourth birthday, Pip learns that his benefactor is not Miss Havisham, but the convict 
from long ago. He realizes he is not meant for Estella, and also that Miss Havisham deliberately let 
him assume incorrectly. As well, he realizes with shame that he has mistreated his good friend Joe, 
who was always faithful to him. Though Pip is ashamed of the convict, Magwitch, he is grateful and 
loyal, so he commits himself to protecting Magwitch from the police, who are looking for him. His 
friend, Herbert Pocket, helps him. 
Pip's moral education begins. He decides he can no longer accept the convict’s money. He becomes 
compassionate towards Magwitch, realizing the depth of the convict’s love for him. He tries to help 
Magwitch escape, but in the chaos, Magwitch is injured and caught. Magwitch dies, but not before Pip 
discovers that adopted Estella is Magwitch’s daughter and tells Magwitch how lovely she is. Estella 
marries Pip’s enemy, Drummle. Miss Havisham dies, but not before repenting of the bitterness that has 
ruined her life. She leaves a good deal of money to Herbert Pocket, at Pip’s request, in the hope that it 
will earn her forgiveness. Pip goes to Joe and Biddy, who have married one another since the death of 
Pip’s sister. He atones for his sins against them then sets off on his own, determined to make things 
right in his life. The novel ends when he meets Estella after many years. She has left Drummle, who 
has since died. She is remarried. She and Pip part as friends and Pip realizes she will always be a part 
of his life, as surely as all the other memories of his once-great expectations. 
Hotspots: None 
 
Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald (1070L) 
A portrait of the Jazz Age in all of its decadence and excess, Gatsby captured the spirit of  
the author's generation and earned itself a permanent place in American mythology. Self-  
made, self-invented millionaire Jay Gatsby embodies some of Fitzgerald's--and his  
country's--most abiding obsessions: money, ambition, greed, and the promise of new  
beginnings. "Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgiastic future that year by year  
recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that's no matter--tomorrow we will run faster,  
stretch out our arms farther.... And one fine morning--" Gatsby's rise to glory and  
eventual fall from grace becomes a kind of cautionary tale about the American Dream  
Rationale: The book that has appeared MOST on the AP exam, answers almost any AP question, 
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archetypal characters, study of the American dream, historical context and themes  
Hot Spots: none 
 
Guns, Germs, and Steel, Jared Diamond  
In this "artful, informative, and delightful" (William H. McNeill, New York Review of Books) book, 
Jared Diamond convincingly argues that geographical and environmental factors shaped the modern 
world. Societies that had had a head start in food production advanced beyond the hunter-gatherer 
stage, and then developed religion --as well as nasty germs and potent weapons of war --and 
adventured on sea and land to conquer and decimate preliterate cultures. A major advance in our 
understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs, and Steel chronicles the way that the modern world 
came to be and stunningly dismantles racially based theories of human history. Winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize, the Phi Beta Kappa Award in Science, the Rhone-Poulenc Prize, and the Commonwealth club of 
California's Gold Medal. 
Hotspots: None 
 
Half-Broke Horses, by Jeanette Walls     (Prequel to The Glass Castle) 
A very powerful historical memoir of life in the west with more subtle inferences to what will happen 
in the Glass Castle.  
Hot spots: out of wedlock pregnancy, suicide. 
 
Hamlet, William Shakespeare (1390L) 
Shakespeare’s most quoted tragedy. the subject of more scholarly investigation than any work of 
Western literature. Its well-known story involves the murder of Hamlet, King of Denmark, by his 
brother Claudius, who then not only assumes the throne but also marries his brother's widow, Queen 
Gertrude. Young Prince Hamlet is visited by his father's ghost, who demands that his son avenge his 
murder, but Hamlet is riddled with indecision and paralyzed into inaction. When Claudius, in order to 
prevent Hamlet from revealing the truth about the old King's death, tries to have Hamlet killed, the 
result is that all three--Claudius, Gertrude, and Hamlet--are poisoned and the Danish throne is taken 
over by Fortinbras, the ruler of Norway. 
Hot spots: Suicide, murder, violence 
Rationale: AP Book list, characterization analysis, duality of man, historical context and themes, 
allusion and symbolism 
 
Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood (750L)                      Grade 10-12 
Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale worries over the plight of women in a society governed by 
religious fundamentalists committed to bolstering a seriously low birthrate. In this ``Republic of 
Gilead'' fertile women serve as handmaids to infertile ones; each month, upon ovulation, the handmaid 
copulates with her mistress's husband. If conception occurs, the handmaid receives assistance in her 
labor from other handmaids, and then surrenders the child to her mistress. Having given birth 
successfully, the handmaid can rest assured that she won't be sent to the Colonies, where ``unwomen'' 
clean up toxic dumps and radiation spills. 
Most readings of The Handmaid's Tale approach the text, quite rightly, as a dystopic novel; reactions 
focus on the sinister implications of an exaggerated cultural feminism and on its critique of our own 
gender arrangements. Many of these reactions then posit love as a force subverting Gilead's power. 
While such reactions make sense, readers also must attend to the novel's statements about love's 
tendency to follow decidedly conservative narrative forms. Drawing parallels between the handmaid 
Offred's relationships with the three men in her life—Luke, the Commander, and Nick—the novel 
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subverts love's subversive force. 
Hot Spots: Sexual content and language 
Rationale: AP Book list, analysis of characterization and dystopic societies, historical context and 
theme 
 
The Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad (1 of 2) (1050L) 
Marlow, the narrator, undertakes both an outer and an inner journey. The outer journey takes him into 
the heart of Africa, where he encounters representatives of every colonial stripe. Performing the work 
instead of simply reading it, Scott Brick emphasizes this aspect of Conrad's classic, clearly conveying 
class differences and a range of foreign accents, as well as pidgin. Conrad's prose is dense and 
complex, but Brick delivers it smoothly and gracefully. However, Marlow's inner journey--during 
which he confronts the mysterious Mr. Kurtz--remains too distant and intellectualized to fully capture 
the emotional charge of the moment. 
 Hot Spots: none 
 
Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad (2 of 2) (1050L) 
The novella details the story of the seaman Marlow who, fresh from Europe, is sent on a boat journey 
up the Congo River to relieve Kurtz, the most successful trader in ivory working for the Belgian 
government. Prior to their personal encounter, Marlow knows and admires Kurtz through his 
reputation and his writings regarding the civilizing of the African continent and sets out on the journey 
excited at the prospect of meeting him. However, Marlow's experience in Africa inspires revulsion at 
the dehumanizing effects of colonialism, a disgust that culminates when he discovers that Kurtz has 
degenerated from an enlightened civilizer into a vicious, power-hungry subjugator of the African 
natives. Marlow's journey forces him to confront not only Kurtz's corruption but also those elements 
within himself that are subject to the same temptations that affected Kurtz. When Marlow finally meets 
Kurtz, the mythical figure is near death, ravaged by disease and dissipation. After Kurtz's death, 
Marlow returns to Belgium and is visited by Kurtz's fiancée. During the visit he lies to her about 
Kurtz's activities and falsely claims that he called her name before he died. Critics have debated the 
motives behind this last deception: some feminist critics view the lie as an act of condescension; other 
commentators contend that Marlow wants to preserve his own illusions about Kurtz; and yet others 
perceive the lie as a compassionate act that functions to contrast Marlow's humanity with Kurtz's 
inhumanity. 
Hot Spots: Violence and racism 
Rationale: Imagery and symbolism analysis, historical context and themes, darkness of humanity 
theme, AP Book list 
 
 
The Help, Kathryn Stockett (730L) 
Set in Mississippi during the 1960s, Skeeter  is a southern society girl who returns from college 
determined to become a writer, but turns her friends' lives -- and a Mississippi town -- upside down 
when she decides to interview the black women who have spent their lives taking care of prominent 
southern families. Aibileen, Skeeter's best friend's housekeeper, is the first to open up -- to the dismay 
of her friends in the tight-knit black community. Despite Skeeter's life-long friendships hanging in the 
balance, she and Aibileen continue their collaboration and soon more women come forward to tell their 
stories -- and as it turns out, they have a lot to say. Along the way, unlikely friendships are forged and 
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a new sisterhood emerges, but not before everyone in town has a thing or two to say themselves when 
they become unwittingly -- and unwillingly -- caught up in the changing times. 
Hot spots:  Humor involving excrement, racial tension, minor language 
 
The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom (900L) 
Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch watchmaker who became a heroine of the Resistance, a survivor of 
Hitler's concentration camps, and one of the most remarkable evangelists of the twentieth century. In 
World War II she and her family risked their lives to help Jews and underground workers escape from 
the Nazis, and for their work they were tested in the infamous Nazi death camps. Only Corrie among 
her family survived to tell the story of how faith ultimately triumphs over evil. 
Here is the riveting account of how Corrie and her family were able to save many of God's chosen 
people. For 35 years millions have seen that there is no pit so deep that God's love is not deeper still. 
Now The Hiding Place, repackaged for a new generation of readers, continues to declare that God's 
love will overcome, heal, and restore. 
"A groundbreaking book that shines a clear light on one of the darkest moments of history."--Philip 
Yancey, author, The Jesus I Never Knew  
"Ten Boom's classic is even more relevant to the present hour than at the time of its writing. We . . . 
need to be inspired afresh by the courage manifested by her family."--Jack W. Hayford, president, 
International Foursquare Church; chancellor, The King's College and Seminary 
"The Hiding Place is a classic that begs revisiting. Corrie ten Boom lived the deeper life with God. Her 
gripping story of love in action will challenge and inspire you!"--Joyce Meyer, best-selling author and 
Bible teacher. 
Hotspots: religion 
 
Hiroshima, John Hersey (1190L) 
The story of the moments following the dropping on the first atomic bomb of the city of Hiroshima. 
This book examines the firsthand accounts of those who had survived the initial explosion and were 
able to share their accounts. The book allows us to examine the cost in human lives as students analyze 
the question historians have asked; should the United States  have used the Atomic bomb? 
This book depicts vivid experiences of the effects of the atomic bomb on the people of Hiroshima. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Douglas Adams  
Seconds before Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked off the 
planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-work actor. 
Together, this dynamic pair began a journey through space aided by a galaxyful of fellow travelers: 
Zaphod Beeblebrox—the two-headed, three-armed ex-hippie and totally out-to-lunch president of the 
galaxy; Trillian (formerly Tricia McMillan), Zaphod’s girlfriend, whom Arthur tried to pick up at a 
cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a paranoid, brilliant, and chronically depressed robot; 
and Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student obsessed with the disappearance of all the ballpoint pens 
he’s bought over the years. 
Where are these pens? Why are we born? Why do we die? For all the answers, stick your thumb to the 
stars! 
Hotspots: Language, sexual references 
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The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkein (1000L) 
"In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the ends of worms 
and an oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to eat: it was a 
hobbit-hole, and that means comfort." 
The hobbit-hole in question belongs to one Bilbo Baggins, an upstanding member of a "little people, 
about half our height, and smaller than the bearded dwarves." He is, like most of his kind, well off, 
well fed, and best pleased when sitting by his own fire with a pipe, a glass of good beer, and a meal to 
look forward to. Certainly this particular hobbit is the last person one would expect to see set off on a 
hazardous journey; indeed, when Gandalf the Grey stops by one morning, "looking for someone to 
share in an adventure," Baggins fervently wishes the wizard elsewhere. No such luck, however; soon 
13 fortune-seeking dwarves have arrived on the hobbit's doorstep in search of a burglar, and before he 
can even grab his hat or an umbrella, Bilbo Baggins is swept out his door and into a dangerous 
adventure. 
The dwarves' goal is to return to their ancestral home in the Lonely Mountains and reclaim a stolen 
fortune from the dragon Smaug. Along the way, they and their reluctant companion meet giant spiders, 
hostile elves, ravening wolves--and, most perilous of all, a subterranean creature named Gollum from 
whom Bilbo wins a magical ring in a riddling contest. It is from this life-or-death game in the dark that 
J.R.R. Tolkien's masterwork, The Lord of the Rings, would eventually spring. Though The Hobbit is 
lighter in tone than the trilogy that follows, it has, like Bilbo Baggins himself, unexpected iron at its 
core. Don't be fooled by its fairy-tale demeanor; this is very much a story for adults, though older 
children will enjoy it, too. By the time Bilbo returns to his comfortable hobbit-hole, he is a different 
person altogether, well primed for the bigger adventures to come--and so is the reader. 
Hot Spots: Magic, supernatural, mild violence/fighting 
 
The House of the Scorpion, Nancy Farmer (660L) 
Fields of white opium poppies stretch away over the hills, and uniformed workers bend over the rows, 
harvesting the juice. This is the empire of Matteo Alacran, a feudal drug lord in the country of Opium, 
which lies between the United States and Aztlan, formerly Mexico. Field work, or any menial tasks, 
are done by "eejits," humans in whose brains computer chips have been installed to insure docility. 
Alacran, or El Patron, has lived 140 years with the help of transplants from a series of clones, a 
common practice among rich men in this world. The intelligence of clones is usually destroyed at birth, 
but Matt, the latest of Alacran's doubles, has been spared because he belongs to El Patron. He grows up 
in the family's mansion, alternately caged and despised as an animal and pampered and educated as El 
Patron's favorite. Gradually he realizes the fate that is in store for him, and with the help of Tam Lin, 
his bluff and kind Scottish bodyguard, he escapes to Aztlan. There he and other "lost children" are 
trapped in a more subtle kind of slavery before Matt can return to Opium to take his rightful place and 
transform his country. 
Hotspots:  Drugs, cloning, immigration 
 
The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros (870L) 
Esperanza and her family didn't always live on Mango Street. Right off she says she can't  
remember all the houses they've lived in but "the house on Mango Street is ours and we  
don't have to pay rent to anybody, or share the yard with the people downstairs, or be  
careful not to make too much noise, and there isn't a landlord banging on the ceiling with  
a broom. But even so, it's not the house we thought we'd get." Esperanza's childhood life  
in a Spanish-speaking area of Chicago is described in a series of spare, poignant, and  
powerful vignettes. Each story centers on a detail of her childhood: a greasy cold rice  
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sandwich, a pregnant friend, a mean boy, how the clouds looked one time, something she  
heard a drunk say, her fear of nuns: "I always cry when nuns yell at me, even if they're  
not yelling." Esperanza's friends, family, and neighbors wander in and out of her stories;  
through them all Esperanza sees, learns, loves, and dreams of the house she will someday  
have, her own house, not on Mango Street.  
Rationale: Analysis of figurative language, characterization analysis, teaching epithets, AP Book list 
Hot Spots: none 
 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Thomas C. Foster 
What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey?. Shares a meal? Gets drenched in a sudden 
rain shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily visible on the 
surface -- a symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected twist on a character -- and there's 
that sneaking suspicion that the deeper meaning of a literary text keeps escaping you. Thomas C. 
Foster shows how easy and gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world where 
a road leads to a quest; a shared meal may signify a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or 
destructive, is never just rain. Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and 
form, How to Read Literature Like a Professor is the perfect companion for making your reading 
experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun. 
Hot Spots:  Reference and chapters on religion, violence, politics, and sex 
 
The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins (810L) 
The Hunger Games takes place in an unidentified future time period after the destruction of North 
America, in a nation known as Panem. Panem consists of a rich Capitol and twelve surrounding, 
poorer districts. As punishment for a previous rebellion against the Capitol, every year one boy and 
one girl from each district are forced to participate in "The Hunger Games", a televised event where 
the participants, or "tributes", must fight to the death in an arena until only one remains. The story 
follows 16-year-old Katniss Everdeen, a girl from District 12 who volunteers for the Games in place of 
her younger sister, Primrose. Also participating from District 12 is Peeta Mellark, a boy whom Katniss 
knows from school and who once gave Katniss bread when her family was starving. 
Katniss and Peeta are taken to the Capitol, where they meet the other tributes and are publicly 
displayed to the Capitol audience. During this time, Peeta reveals on-air his long-time unrequited love 
for Katniss. Katniss believes this to be a ploy to gain audience support for the Games, which can be 
crucial for survival, as audience members are permitted to send gifts to the tributes during the Games. 
The Games begin with 11 of the 24 tributes dying in the first day, while Katniss relies on her well-
practiced hunting and outdoors skills to survive. As the Games continue, the tribute death toll 
increases, but both Katniss and Peeta are able to evade death. 
Supposedly due to Katniss and Peeta's beloved image to the audience as "star-crossed lovers", a rule 
change is announced midway through the Games, stating that two tributes from the same district can 
win the Hunger Games as a pair. Upon hearing this, Katniss searches for Peeta and finds him wounded. 
She nurses him back to health and acts the part of a young girl falling in love to gain more favor with 
the audience. The couple manages to outlast all the other tributes, so the Gamemakers reverse the rule 
change and try to force them into a dramatic finale where one must kill the other to win. Instead, they 
both threaten suicide and are subsequently both declared winners. After returning to the Capitol, 
Katniss must deal with the aftermath of defying the Capitol publicly. Her on-screen romance with 
Peeta also comes to a halt when he is heartbroken to learn that their relationship was all an act for the 
audience, though Katniss is unsure of her feelings. 
Hot Spots- violence 
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I Am Malala, Malala Yousafzai (830L) 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai 
refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. 
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot 
in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to 
survive.  
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley 
in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has become a 
global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize laureate. 
I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' 
education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write 
and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes 
sons. 
Hotspots: Violence, religion 
 
I am the Cheese , Robert Cormier (810L) 
Imagine discovering that your whole life has been a fiction, your identity altered, and a new family 
history created. Suddenly nothing is as it once seemed; you can trust no one, maybe not even yourself. 
It is exactly this revelation that turns 14-year-old Adam Farmer's life upside down. As he tries to 
ascertain who he really is, Adam encounters a past, present, and future too horrible to contemplate. 
Suspense builds as the fragments of the story are assembled--a missing father, government corruption, 
espionage--until the shocking conclusion shatters the fragile mosaic. Young adult readers will easily 
relate to the shy and confused Adam, whose desperate searching for self resembles a disturbingly 
exaggerated version of the identity crisis common to the teenage years. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou (1070L)  
Maya Angelou recounts a youth filled with disappointment, frustration, tragedy, and finally hard-won 
independence. Sent at a young age to live with her grandmother in Arkansas, Angelou learned a great 
deal from this exceptional woman and the tightly knit black community there. These very lessons 
carried her throughout the hardships she endured later in life, including a tragic occurrence while 
visiting her mother in St. Louis and her formative years spent in California--where an unwanted 
pregnancy changed her life forever. 
Hot Spots: Racial tension, issues of sexuality, some offensive language 
 
Idylls of the King, Alfred Tennyson (1260L) 
Arthurian romance filtered through Victorian sensibilities.  
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot (1140L) 
In 1951 a poor young black woman, Henrietta Lacks, was diagnosed with cervical cancer at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital. Cells taken from her during that exam were used – without her knowledge – to 
develop the first immortal cell line. The cells, called HeLa, became one of the most important tools in 
medical research, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, and more, but 
Henrietta Lacks, the person who was the source of these cells, was virtually unknown, and her family 
was never informed about what had been achieved using her cells. Although their mother’s cells have 
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been bought and sold by the billions the Lacks family have received nothing from those cell lines, and 
cannot even afford health insurance today. This book tells the stories of HeLa and of Henrietta Lacks 
and her descendants, especially her daughter, Deborah, who was consumed with questions about the 
mother she never knew. At the same time it traces the history of cell research and examines the ethical 
and legal issues raised by this research. The book deals with themes of ethics, race, medicine and the 
faith of healing. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Importance of Being Earnest,  Oscar Wilde (NP) 
Jack Worthing is a fashionable young man who lives in the country with his ward Cecily  
Cardew. He has invented a rakish brother named Ernest whose supposed exploits give  
Jack an excuse to travel to London periodically . Jack is in love with Gwendolen Fairfax,  
the cousin of his friend Algernon Moncrieff. Gwendolen, who thinks Jack's name is  
Ernest, returns his love, but her mother, Lady Bracknell, objects to their marriage because  
Jack is an orphan who was found in a handbag at Victoria Station. Jack discovers that  
Algernon has been impersonating Ernest in order to woo Cecily, who has always been in  
love with the imaginary Ernest. Ultimately it is revealed that Jack is really Lady  
Bracknell's nephew, that his real name is Ernest, and that Algernon is actually his brother.  
The play ends with both couples happily united.  
Hot Spots: None 
Rationale: AP Book list, strong female characters, satirical analysis 
 
In Cold Blood, Truman Capote (1040L) 
On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter family 
were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces. There was no 
apparent motive for the crime, and there were almost no clues.  
As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, and 
execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and astonishing empathy. In Cold 
Blood is a work that transcends its moment, yielding poignant insights into the nature of American 
violence. 
Hotspots: language, violence (11th-12th grade only) 
 
In the Time of the Butterflies, Julia Alvarez (910L) 
Set during the waning days of the Trujillo dictatorship in the Dominican Republic in 1960, this 
extraordinary novel tells the story of the Mirabal sisters, three young wives and mothers who are 
assassinated after visiting their jailed husbands.  
From the author of How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents comes this tale of courage and sisterhood 
set in the Dominican Republic during the rise of the Trujillo dictatorship. A skillful blend of fact and 
fiction, In the Time of the Butterflies is inspired by the true story of the three Mirabal sisters who, in 
1960, were murdered for their part in an underground plot to overthrow the government. Alvarez 
breathes life into these historical figures--known as "las mariposas," or "the butterflies," in the 
underground--as she imagines their teenage years, their gradual involvement with the revolution, and 
their terror as their dissentience is uncovered.  
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Hotspots: violence, sexual references, language (Spanish profanity) 
 
The Inferno, Dante Alighieri 
As part of Dante Alighieri's fourteenth-century epic poem Divine Comedy, The Inferno is an allegory 
telling of the journey of Dante through what is largely the medieval concept of Hell, guided by the 
Roman poet Virgil. In the poem, Hell is depicted as nine circles of suffering located within the Earth: 
Limbo, Lust, Gluttony, Avarice and Prodigality, Wrath and Sullenness, Heresy, Violence, Fraud, and 
Betrayal.  Allegorically, the Divine Comedy represents the journey of the soul towards God, with the 
Inferno describing the recognition and rejection of sin.  
Hot Spots: References to Biblical History, Sexual References, Implied Violence 
 
Into the Wild, Jon Krakauer (1270L) 
"God, he was a smart kid..." So why did Christopher McCandless trade a bright future--a college 
education, material comfort, uncommon ability and charm--for death by starvation in an abandoned 
bus in the woods of Alaska? This is the question that Jon Krakauer's book tries to answer. While it 
doesn't—cannot—answer the question with certainty, Into the Wild does shed considerable light along 
the way. Not only about McCandless's "Alaskan odyssey," but also the forces that drive people to drop 
out of society and test themselves in other ways. Into the Wild shows that McCandless, while extreme, 
was hardly unique; the author makes the hermit into one of us, something McCandless himself could 
never pull off.  
Hot Spots: Discussions of an adulterous relationship, smoking a joint 
 
Into Thin Air, Jon Krakauer (1320L) 
A first-hand account of the disastrous 1996 climbing season on Mt. Everest, written by one of the 
survivors of an expedition on which eight members died when they were stranded near the summit by 
a freak storm. It’s a gripping true story of courage, persistence, and human frailty in the face of pitiless 
natural forces.  
Hot spots: profanity. 
 
In Our Time, Ernest Hemingway 
A collection of short stories by Ernest Hemingway that catalogues the effects of war on the soldier.  
Nick Caraway is the main character of the short stories who Hemingway uses to highlight the 
psychological effects of war.  Specifically the characters experience different rituals, specifically in 
nature, to try and heal from the effects of war. 
Hot Spots: Violence 
Rationale: AP Book list, how the author buries meaning within few words, character development in a 
short story, use of symbolism and motifs 
 
Invisible Man,  Ralph Ellison (950L) 
Invisible Man is the story of a young, college-educated black man struggling to survive and succeed in 
a racially divided society that refuses to see him as a human being. Told in the form of a first-person 
narrative, Invisible Man traces the nameless narrator's physical and psychological journey from blind 
ignorance to enlightened awareness — or, according to the author, "from Purpose to Passion to 
Perception" — through a series of flashbacks in the forms of dreams and memories. Set in the U.S. 
during the pre-Civil Rights era when segregation laws barred black Americans from enjoying the same 
basic human rights as their white counterparts, the novel opens in the South (Greenwood, South 
Carolina), although the majority of the action takes place in the North (Harlem, New York). 
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Hot Spots: None 
 
Ishmael, Daniel Quinn 
The unnamed narrator is a disillusioned modern writer who answers a personal ad ("Teacher seeks 
pupil. . . . Apply in person.") and thereby meets a wise, learned gorilla named Ishmael that can 
communicate telepathically. The bulk of the book consists entirely of philosophical dialogues between 
gorilla and man, on the model of Plato's Republic. Through Ishmael, Quinn offers a wide-ranging if 
highly general examination of the history of our civilization, illuminating the assumptions and 
philosophies at the heart of many global problems. Despite some gross oversimplifications, Quinn's 
ideas are fairly convincing; it's hard not to agree that unrestrained population growth and an obsession 
with conquest and control of the environment are among the key issues of our times. Quinn also traces 
these problems back to the agricultural revolution and offers a provocative rereading of the biblical 
stories of Genesis. Though hardly any plot to speak of lies behind this long dialogue, Quinn's smooth 
style and his intriguing proposals should hold the attention of readers interested in the daunting 
dilemmas that beset our planet. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Jake, Reinvented, Gordon Korman (800L) 
Jake, Reinvented is about students who are in high school. Todd and Didi are the popular students at 
school. Todd is the quarterback of the football team. Jake is new to the school and he joins the football 
team along with Rick. Jake really wants to be with Didi. Jake used to be Didi’s math tutor but she 
would never date him because he wasn’t popular and he was a part of the math-athlete team. In other 
words, Jake was a real nerd. When Jake moves to this school, he stills takes all advanced courses but 
he doesn’t want anybody to know. When Rick finds out that Jake is in all of the advanced courses, 
Jake seems to be a little embarrassed and doesn’t want anybody to know. When Jake moved he 
decided that he was going to be different from what he once was. Jake starts to hold parties in hopes 
that Didi will show up at one. He gets the money for the parties by writing essays for university 
students. He also joins the football team for her but, of course, Didi will not dump Todd for Jake. Jake, 
Reinvented is a modernized version of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s book The Great Gatsby. 
Hot spots: Keg parties, make-out scene, plagiarism 
 
Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte (780L) 
Jane Eyre is a young orphan being raised by Mrs. Reed, her cruel, wealthy aunt. A servant named 
Bessie provides Jane with some of the few kindnesses she receives, telling her stories and singing 
songs to her. One day, as punishment for fighting with her bullying cousin John Reed, Jane’s aunt 
imprisons Jane in the red-room, the room in which Jane’s Uncle Reed died. While locked in, Jane, 
believing that she sees her uncle’s ghost, screams and faints. She wakes to find herself in the care of 
Bessie and the kindly apothecary Mr. Lloyd, who suggests to Mrs. Reed that Jane be sent away to 
school. To Jane’s delight, Mrs. Reed concurs. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Jesse, Gary Soto (900L) 
Set in Fresno, California, in the late 1960s, this coming-of-age tale is told from a Mexican American's 
point of view. Jesse, 17, is full of self-doubt amid the increasing tensions caused by the war in 
Vietnam, pressure from within his circle of friends to join the protests of Cesar Chavez, and by the 
general social and academic milieu of the local community college that he and his older brother attend. 
The young men share a rundown apartment; they work as day laborers in the fields as well as find and 
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sell junk to earn their way. Already insecure about his lack of experience with girls, Jesse has his nose 
bloodied by a drunken high-school acquaintance while on his first date. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan (930L) 
Set in both pre-World War II China and contemporary San Francisco, the novel  
comprises sixteen chapters, each narrated by one of four mothers who immigrated to the  
United States from China or their four American-born daughters. One daughter, Jing-Mei  
or “June” Woo, opens the book with an account of being invited to take the place of her  
recently deceased mother, Suyuan Woo, at the weekly meeting of the Joy Luck Club.  
Suyuan and her three friends have been playing mah-jong together—-as well as sharing  
stories and delicious Chinese food—-since 1949. On this evening, the three remaining  
“aunties” tell June that they have collected enough money to send her to China to meet  
her two half-sisters. Suyuan was forced to abandon her twin baby daughters during the  
Japanese invasion of China, when she became extremely ill while trying to flee to find  
her military officer husband. June agrees to go to China and tell her sisters all about their  
mother, who died before learning her long-lost babies had survived. Next the story shifts  
back to China, where An-Wei Hsu lives with her aunt and uncle after her widowed  
mother disgraced herself by becoming a rich man's “third concubine.” Meanwhile, in  
another part of China, Lindo Jong, betrothed at only two years old, was sent to live with  
her fiance's family when she was twelve. Married at sixteen, Lindo escapes her unhappy  
situation by convincing his family that he should divorce her. Ying-Ying St. Clair, the  
daughter of a wealthy family, tells of an excursion on an opulently appointed barge to see  
the mysterious Moon Lady perform. The daughters' accounts include those of Waverly  
Jong, who was a child chess prodigy; half-Caucasian Lena St. Clair, who translated her  
mother's Chinese for her father; and Rose Hsu Jordan, who remembers the drowning of  
her youngest brother during a family picnic. June tells of her mother's unsuccessful  
attempts to fashion her daughter into a prodigy who could compete with the likes of  
Waverly Jong.  
Hot spots: implied prostitution, loss, abuse  
Rationale: AP Book list, cross-cultural themes and ideas, coming of age, immigration in historical 
context, character study 
 
Julius Caesar, William Shakespeare (NP) 
Probably written in 1599, Julius Caesar was the earliest of Shakespeare's three Roman history plays. 
Like Antony and Cleopatra and Coriolanus, Julius Caesar is a dramatization of actual events, 
Shakespeare drawing upon the ancient Roman historian Plutarch's Lives of Caesar, Brutus, and Mark 
Antony as the primary source of the play's plot and characters. The play is tightly structured. It 
establishes the dramatic problem of alarm at Julius Caesar's ambition to become "king" (or dictator) in 
the very first scene and introduces signs that Caesar must "beware the Ides of March" from the outset. 
Before its midpoint, Caesar is assassinated, and shortly after Mark Antony's famous funeral oration 
("Friends, Romans, and countrymen … "), the setting shifts permanently from Rome to the battlefields 
on which Brutus and Cassius meet their inevitable defeat. Julius Caesar is also a tragedy; but despite 
its title, the tragic character of the play is Brutus, the noble Roman whose decision to take part in the 
conspiracy for the sake of freedom plunges him into a personal conflict and his country into civil war. 
Hot Spots: none 
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The Jungle, Upton Sinclair (1170L) 
In Upton Sinclair's The Jungle, Jurgis and his wife Ona, Lithuanian immigrants, come to Chicago in 
search of the American dream. Harsh living and working conditions take their toll on their family, 
whose struggle with poverty destroys their dream and forces Jurgis to embrace the Socialist 
philosophy. The Jungle — often dismissed as political propaganda — survives as Upton Sinclair's 
poignant and disturbing tale of the hardships immigrants faced in the early 20th century. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Junkyard Planet, Adam Minter 
When you drop your Diet Coke can or yesterday’s newspaper in the recycling bin, where does it go? 
Probably halfway around the world, to people and places that clean up what you don’t want and turn it 
into something you can’t wait to buy. In Junkyard Planet, Adam Minter—veteran journalist and son of 
an American junkyard owner—travels deeply into a vast, often hidden, multibillion-dollar industry 
that’s transforming our economy and environment. 
Minter takes us from back-alley Chinese computer recycling operations to high-tech facilities capable 
of processing a jumbo jet’s worth of recyclable trash every day. Along the way, we meet an 
unforgettable cast of characters who've figured out how to build fortunes from what we throw away: 
Leonard Fritz, a young boy "grubbing" in Detroit's city dumps in the 1930s; Johnson Zeng, a former 
plastics engineer roaming America in search of scrap; and Homer Lai, an unassuming barber turned 
scrap titan in Qingyuan, China. Junkyard Planet reveals how “going green” usually means making 
money—and why that’s often the most sustainable choice, even when the recycling methods aren’t 
pretty. 
With unmatched access to and insight on the junk trade, and the explanatory gifts and an eye for detail 
worthy of a John McPhee or William Langewiesche, Minter traces the export of America’s recyclables 
and the massive profits that China and other rising nations earn from it. What emerges is an engaging, 
colorful, and sometimes troubling tale of consumption, innovation, and the ascent of a developing 
world that recognizes value where Americans don’t. Junkyard Planet reveals that we might need to 
learn a smarter way to take out the trash. 
Hotspots: Profanity 
 
Kaffir Boy, Mark Mathabane (1040L)       
Kaffir Boy does for apartheid-era South Africa what Richard Wright's Black Boy did for  
the segregated American South. In stark prose, Mathabane describes his life growing up  
in a nonwhite ghetto outside Johannesburg--and how he escaped its horrors. Hard work  
and faith in education played key roles, and Mathabane eventually won a tennis  
scholarship to an American university. This is not, needless to say, an opportunity  
afforded to many of the poor blacks who make up most of South Africa's population. And  
yet Mathabane reveals their troubled world on these pages in a way that only someone  
who has lived this life can. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Keeping Faith, Jodi Picoult (780L) 
In the small town of New Canaan, N.H., 33-year-old Mariah discovers that her husband, Colin, is 
having an affair. Years ago, his cheating drove Mariah to attempt suicide and Colin had her briefly 
committed to an institution. Now Mariah's facing divorce and again fighting depression, when her 
eight-year-old daughter, Faith, suddenly acquires an imaginary friend. Soon this friend is telling the 
girl how to bring her grandmother back from the dead and how to cure a baby dying of AIDS. As Faith 
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manifests stigmata, doctors are astounded, and religious controversy ensues, in part because Faith 
insists that God is a woman. An alarmed Colin sues for custody of Faith, and the fear of losing her 
daughter dramatically changes meek, diffident Mariah into a strong, protective and brave womanAone 
who fights for her daughter, holds her own against doctors and lawyers and finds the confidence to 
pursue a surprising new romance with TV atheist Ian Fletcher, cynical "Spokesman of the Millennium 
Generation." Though the novel feels a bit long, Picoult's pacing stabilizes the increasingly complicated 
plot, and the final chapters, in which Mariah fights for Faith's custody in court, are riveting. The 
mother-daughter relationship is all the more powerful for being buffeted by the exploitative and 
ethically questionable domains of medicine, media, law and religion; these characters' many 
triumphant transformations are Picoult's triumphs as well. 
Hot spots: religious conversations 
 
Killer Angels, Michael Shaara (610L) 
This novel reveals more about the Battle of Gettysburg than any piece of learned  
nonfiction on the same subject. Michael Shaara's account of the three most important  
days of the Civil War features deft characterizations of all of the main actors, including  
Lee, Longstreet, Pickett, Buford, and Hancock. The most inspiring figure in the book,  
however, is Col. Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, whose 20th Maine regiment of  
volunteers held the Union's left flank on the second day of the battle. This unit's bravery  
at Little Round Top helped turned the tide of the war against the rebels. There are also  
plenty of maps, which convey a complete sense of what happened July 1-3, 1863. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Killing Mr. Griffin, Lois Duncan (720L) 
Mr. Griffin is the least-liked teacher at Del Norte High School. It’s not just because he is the toughest 
grader in the school, or won’t accept late work for any reason. He even fails seniors and makes them 
beg to get back in his class … the next year. This time, he’s humiliated the wrong students. When a 
group of classmates decide to kidnap him, the plan is only to scare their English teacher—to make him 
grovel and give him a taste of his own medicine. They don’t intend to kill Mr. Griffin. But sometimes 
plans go wrong. 
Hot Spots: Violence, main characters submit to peer pressure, commit a crime, and suffer the 
consequences. 
 
King Lear, William Shakespeare (NP) 
King Lear is a play that explores the relationship between appearance and reality, and the tragic 
consequences of trusting in appearance more than reality. 
Lear divides his kingdom between his two eldest daughters, because they express their undying love 
and devotion to him in exaggerated language. Cordelia, who is disgusted by her sisters' phoniness, 
refuses to flatter her father, so in a rage, he disinherits her and banishes her. She marries the King of 
France, who will later lead an army against her sisters. 
Lear very soon learns that his older two daughters' words were empty promises made simply so they 
could seize power. Once they have his land and goods, he becomes a nuisance. They humiliate him and 
cast him aside. 
In a parallel plot, the Earl of Gloucester is manipulated by his illegitimate son, Edmund, into thinking 
that his real son, Edgar is plotting against him. Both powerful men are humbled by their realization 
that they were deceived. 
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By the end of the play, both Lear and the Earl of Gloucester have learned the hard way who is faithful 
to them. In acts of poetic justice, Goneril and Regan are deceived by Edmund, Goneril kills Regan then 
commits suicide, and Edgar kills Edmund. Cordelia is hanged by Edgar's decree, and Lear dies of 
sorrow. Nevertheless, order is restored in the kingdom. 
Hotspots: None 
 
King Solomon’s Mines, H. Rider Haggard (1230L) 
Novel by H. Rider HAGGARD, published in 1885. One of the first African adventure stories, it 
concerns the efforts of a group of Englishmen to find the legendary diamond mines of King Solomon. 
The explorer Allan Quatermain agrees to take Sir Henry Curtis and a friend on an expedition deep into 
the interior of Africa to find Curtis' brother, who disappeared while searching for the mines. They find 
the mines and escape with some of the diamonds; on the way home they find Curtis' brother alive but 
injured. All four then return safely to Quatermain's home, where they divide the diamonds. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini (840L) 
This novel depicts a story of relationships of fathers and sons, boys, and nations during  
the onset of the Soviet Union invading Afghanistan. Based on the experiences of Amir,  
Kite Runner tells a story of fierce cruelty and redeeming love. As Amir experiences  
tragedy in his friendship, he also distances himself from his father as they emigrate from  
Afghanistan during the Cold War. As the death emerges from his former childhood  
friend, Amir sets out to rescue is child from Afghanistan and re-encounter a foe that has  
forever haunted him.    
Hot Spot: rape, violence 
 
Lacuna, Barbara Kingsolver 

Kingsolver's ambitious new novel, her first in nine years (after the The Poisonwood Bible), focuses on 
Harrison William Shepherd, the product of a divorced American father and a Mexican mother. After 
getting kicked out of his American military academy, Harrison spends his formative years in Mexico in 
the 1930s in the household of Diego Rivera; his wife, Frida Kahlo; and their houseguest, Leon Trotsky, 
who is hiding from Soviet assassins. After Trotsky is assassinated, Harrison returns to the U.S., settling 
down in Asheville, N.C., where he becomes an author of historical potboilers (e.g., Vassals of Majesty) 
and is later investigated as a possible subversive. Narrated in the form of letters, diary entries and 
newspaper clippings, the novel takes a while to get going, but once it does, it achieves a rare dramatic 
power that reaches its emotional peak when Harrison wittily and eloquently defends himself before the 
House Un-American Activities Committee (on the panel is a young Dick Nixon). Employed by the 
American imagination, is how one character describes Harrison, a term that could apply equally to 
Kingsolver as she masterfully resurrects a dark period in American history with the assured hand of a 
true literary artist. The story covers three decades and includes many different elements: congressional 
transcripts, newspaper articles, book reviews, letters, diary entries and memoir, and archival notes. The 
subjects of these elements are some of the most controversial historical figures of the twentieth 
century. Critics praise the breadth and ambition of The Lacuna. Casting light over a dark period in 
American history, Kingsolver offers compelling characters and insight into how public opinion can 
shape a person's life. 
Hot Spots: Suggestive Language, References to sex, Violence,  
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Grade Level: 11th- 12th grade 

Larry and the Meaning of Life, Janet Tashjian (760L) 
After his "pseudocide" in The Gospel According to Larry (2001) and his failed presidential race in 
Vote for Larry (2004, both Holt), Josh Swenson (aka Larry) returns home to Massachusetts a lost soul. 
When he discovers his old girlfriend studying with a guru named Gus, he decides to sign up and search 
for the meaning of life with her. The resulting adventures include the F.B.I., land mines, and the 
possibility of finding the father he never knew. The plot includes many circumstances that are very 
coincidental, a timeline that is inexplicable, and loving acts that are far too altruistic, even for Larry. 
But throughout, Josh/Larry maintains his desire to make a difference in this world, and his drive to do 
something goes into first gear, especially when he thinks that Walden Pond is going to be blown up. 
Tashjian's pace is tightly synchronized and it is worth it to trust her. Just when readers wonder how 
much more disbelief they can suspend, an explanation occurs and the seemingly implausible becomes 
believable. The serious world problem of land mines buried in over 80 countries and killing more than 
70 people a day is addressed in one of Josh/Larry's footnotes. This is, after all, based on a manuscript 
submitted by Josh to the author, as she explains in her prologue and epilogue. Shining throughout is 
the character of Josh/Larry himself, a teen who will grab readers' interest, whether or not they have 
read the first two titles. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Last Child in the Woods,  Richard Louv 
This book is about the divide between children and the outdoors. Louv connects the lack of nature in 
the lives of today's technology based generation calling it a deficit. He references issues that stem from 
this technological shift such as rises in obesity, attention disorders, and depression. Louv uses research 
to defend his arguments. 
Hotspots:  None 
 
The Last Days of Summer, Steve Kluger (900L) 
The place is Brooklyn, the time is the early '40s, and young baseball fanatic Joey needs a hero badly in 
his life. How that hero becomes Charlie--and ultimately Joey himself--forms the dimensions of the 
novel's field, but it's the way the game is played that's so remarkable. The story's told not through 
conventional narrative but by way of Joey's abstract scrapbook: letters, postcards, news clippings, box 
scores, report cards, matchbook covers, dispatches from FDR, telegrams, even an invitation to Joey's 
own Bar Mitzvah and the gift list from the affair. 

Delightful throughout, Summer develops a deeper traction when Charlie goes off to war, then turns 
poignant in its seemingly preordained aftermath. It is a triumph of style, to be sure, but a triumph of 
style without loss of substance. --Jeff Silverman --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable 
edition of this title. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Last Lecture, Randy Pausch 
A dying man speaks of living your childhood dreams. 
Hot Spots: none 
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The Last Stand: Custer, Sitting Bull, and the Battle of the Little Bighorn, 
Nathaniel Philbrick 
Summary: Philbrick here takes on an oft-told tale, replete with its dashing, flawed main character, its 
historically doomed, noble Native chief, and a battlefield strewn with American corpses. While off his 
usual stride with a surfeit of unnecessary detail, bestselling author and National Book Award–winner 
Philbrick writes a lively narrative that brushes away the cobwebs of mythology to reveal the context 
and realities of Custer's unexpected 1876 defeat at the hands of his Indian enemies under Sitting Bull, 
and the character of each leader. Judicious in his assessments of events and intentions, Philbrick offers 
a rounded history of one of the worst defeats in American military history, a story enhanced by his 
minute examination of the battle's terrain and interviews with descendants in both camps. 
Distinctively, too, he takes no sides. In his compelling history, Philbrick underscores the pyrrhic nature 
of Sitting Bull's victory—it was followed by federal action to move his tribe to a reservation. 
Hot Spots: War violence, historical racially insensitive language 
Grade Levels: 11-12th grade; AP Language and Composition 
 
Life in the Fat Lane, Cherier Bennett (640L) 
Beauty pageant winner, homecoming queen--Lara has the world at her feet.  Until she gets fat. 
 
Despite a strict diet and workout schedule, Lara is soon a nameless, faceless, 200-pound-plus teenage 
blimp.  She's desperate to get her to-die-for body back--and to find an explanation for her rapid weight 
gain. 
 
When she's diagnosed with a mysterious metabolic disorder that has no known cure, Lara fears she'll 
spend the rest of her life trapped in a fat suit.  Who will stand by her?  Her image-conscious 
family?  Her shallow friends?  Her handsome boyfriend?  Or will she be left alone in the land of the fat 
girls? 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Life of Pi, Yann Martel (830L) 
Yann Martel's imaginative and unforgettable Life of Pi is a magical reading experience,  
an endless blue expanse of storytelling about adventure, survival, and ultimately, faith.  
The precocious son of a zookeeper, 16-year-old Pi Patel is raised in Pondicherry, India,  
where he tries on various faiths for size, attracting "religions the way a dog attracts fleas."  
Planning a move to Canada, his father packs up the family and their menagerie and they  
hitch a ride on an enormous freighter. After a harrowing shipwreck, Pi finds himself  
adrift in the Pacific Ocean, trapped on a 26-foot lifeboat with a wounded zebra, a spotted  
hyena, a seasick orangutan, and a 450-pound Bengal tiger named Richard Parker ("His  
head was the size and color of the lifebuoy, with teeth"). It sounds like a colorful setup,  
but these wild beasts don't burst into song as if co-starring in an anthropomorphized  
Disney feature. After much gore and infighting, Pi and Richard Parker remain the boat's  
sole passengers, drifting for 227 days through shark-infested waters while fighting  
hunger, the elements, and an overactive imagination. In rich, hallucinatory passages, Pi  
recounts the harrowing journey as the days blur together, elegantly cataloging the endless  
passage of time and his struggles to survive: "It is pointless to say that this or that night  
was the worst of my life. I have so many bad nights to choose from that I've made none  
the champion."  
Hot Spots: Some violence and religious discussion 
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Lone Survivor, Marcus Lutrell 
This biography begins by discussing Lutrell's upbringing and eventual training for the Navy SEALS 
program. He documents his time with the SEALS, including his first posting in Afghanistan.  During 
this time, he was sent on 'Operation Red Wings' to scout out a village and look for either Osama Bin 
Laden or those closely associated with him. One night, his team is attacked by over one hundred 
soldiers, and he is the only survivor of the resulting engagement.  
Hot Spots: Realistic depictions of wartime violence  
 
Lord of the Flies, William Golding (770L) 
A group of English schoolboys who are plane-wrecked on a deserted island is just as  
chilling and relevant today as when it was first published in 1954. At first, the stranded  
boys cooperate, attempting to gather food, make shelters, and maintain signal fires.  
Overseeing their efforts are Ralph, "the boy with fair hair," and Piggy, Ralph's chubby,  
wisdom-dispensing sidekick whose thick spectacles come in handy for lighting fires.  
Although Ralph tries to impose order and delegate responsibility, there are many in their  
number who would rather swim, play, or hunt the island's wild pig population. Soon  
Ralph's rules are being ignored or challenged outright. His fiercest antagonist is Jack, the  
redheaded leader of the pig hunters, who manages to lure away many of the boys to join  
his band of painted savages. The situation deteriorates as the trappings of civilization  
continue to fall away, until Ralph discovers that instead of being hunters, he and Piggy  
have become the hunted: "He forgot his words, his hunger and thirst, and became fear;  
hopeless fear on flying feet." Golding's gripping novel explores the boundary between  
human reason and animal instinct, all on the playing field of adolescent competition. 
Hot Spots: Child murder 
 
Lord of the Rings, JRR Tolkein 
Hobbits and wizards and Sauron--oh, my! Mild-mannered Oxford scholar John Ronald Reuel Tolkien 
had little inkling when he published The Hobbit; Or, There and Back Again in 1937 that, once hobbits 
were unleashed upon the world, there would be no turning back. Hobbits are, of course, small, furry 
creatures who love nothing better than a leisurely life quite free from adventure. But in that first novel 
and the Lord of the Rings trilogy, the hobbits Bilbo and Frodo and their elfish friends get swept up into 
a mighty conflict with the dragon Smaug, the dark lord Sauron (who owes much to proud Satan in 
Paradise Lost), the monstrous Gollum, the Cracks of Doom, and the awful power of the magical Ring. 
The four books' characters--good and evil--are recognizably human, and the realism is deepened by the 
magnificent detail of the vast parallel world Tolkien devised, inspired partly by his influential Anglo-
Saxon scholarship and his Christian beliefs. (He disapproved of the relative sparseness of detail in the 
comparable allegorical fantasy his friend C.S. Lewis dreamed up in The Chronicles of Narnia, though 
he knew Lewis had spun a page-turning yarn.) It has been estimated that one-tenth of all paperbacks 
sold can trace their ancestry to J.R.R. Tolkien. But even if we had never gotten Robert Jordan's The 
Path of Daggers and the whole fantasy genre Tolkien inadvertently created by bringing the hobbits so 
richly to life, Tolkien's epic about the Ring would have left our world enhanced by enchantment. --Tim 
Appelo 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Lost City of the Monkey God: A True Story, Douglas Preston 
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Since the days of conquistador Hernán Cortés, rumors have circulated about a lost city of immense 
wealth hidden somewhere in the Honduran interior, called the White City or the Lost City of the 
Monkey God. Indigenous tribes speak of ancestors who fled there to escape the Spanish invaders, and 
they warn that anyone who enters this sacred city will fall ill and die. In 1940, swashbuckling 
journalist Theodore Morde returned from the rainforest with hundreds of artifacts and an electrifying 
story of having found the Lost City of the Monkey God-but then committed suicide without revealing 
its location. 
Three quarters of a century later, bestselling author Doug Preston joined a team of scientists on a 
groundbreaking new quest. In 2012 he climbed aboard a rickety, single-engine plane carrying the 
machine that would change everything: lidar, a highly advanced, classified technology that could map 
the terrain under the densest rainforest canopy. In an unexplored valley ringed by steep mountains, that 
flight revealed the unmistakable image of a sprawling metropolis, tantalizing evidence of not just an 
undiscovered city but an enigmatic, lost civilization. 
Venturing into this raw, treacherous, but breathtakingly beautiful wilderness to confirm the discovery, 
Preston and the team battled torrential rains, quickmud, disease-carrying insects, jaguars, and deadly 
snakes. But it wasn't until they returned that tragedy struck: Preston and others found they had 
contracted in the ruins a horrifying, sometimes lethal-and incurable-disease. 
Hotspots: language 
 
 
Love that Dog, Sharon Creech (1010L) 
Love That Dog is a funny, sweet, original short novel written in free verse.  It introduces us to an 
endearingly unassuming, straight-talking boy who discovers the powers and pleasures of poetry. 
Against his will, after all, "boys don't write poetry. Girls do." What does he say of the famous poem 
"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening"? "I think Mr. Robert Frost / has a little / too / much / time / 
on his / hands." As his teacher, Ms. Stretchberry, introduces the canon to the class, however, he starts 
to see the light. Poetry is not so bad, it's not just for girls, and it's not even that hard to write. Take 
William Carlos Williams, for example: "If that is a poem / about the red wheelbarrow / and the white 
chickens / then any words / can be a poem. / You've just got to / make / short / lines." He becomes 
more and more discerning as the days go by, and readers' spirits will rise with Jack's as he begins to 
find his own voice through his own poetry and through that of others. His favorite poem of all is a 
short, rhythmic one by Walter Dean Myers called "Love That Boy" (included at the end of the book 
with all the rest of Ms. Stretchberry's assignments). The words completely captivate him, reminding 
him of the loving way his dad calls him in the morning and of the way he used to call his yellow dog, 
Sky. Jack's reverence for the poem ultimately leads to meeting the poet himself, an experience he will 
never forget. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Lovely Bones, Alice Sebold (for 10th-12th grade only) (890L) 
On her way home from school on a snowy December day in 1973, 14-year-old Susie Salmon ("like the 
fish") is lured into a makeshift underground den in a cornfield and brutally raped and murdered, the 
latest victim of a serial killer--the man she knew as her neighbor, Mr. Harvey. 
 
Alice Sebold's haunting and heartbreaking debut novel, The Lovely Bones, unfolds from heaven, 
where "life is a perpetual yesterday" and where Susie narrates and keeps watch over her grieving 
family and friends, as well as her brazen killer and the sad detective working on her case. As Sebold 
fashions it, everyone has his or her own version of heaven. Susie's resembles the athletic fields and 
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landscape of a suburban high school: a heaven of her "simplest dreams," where "there were no 
teachers.... We never had to go inside except for art class.... The boys did not pinch our backsides or 
tell us we smelled; our textbooks were Seventeen and Glamour and Vogue." 
The Lovely Bones works as an odd yet affecting coming-of-age story. Susie struggles to accept her 
death while still clinging to the lost world of the living, following her family's dramas over the years. 
Her family disintegrates in their grief: her father becomes determined to find her killer, her mother 
withdraws, her little brother Buckley attempts to make sense of the new hole in his family, and her 
younger sister Lindsey moves through the milestone events of her teenage and young adult years with 
Susie riding spiritual shotgun. Random acts and missed opportunities run throughout the book--Susie 
recalls her sole kiss with a boy on Earth as "like an accident--a beautiful gasoline rainbow." Though 
sentimental at times, The Lovely Bones is a moving exploration of loss and mourning that ultimately 
puts its faith in the living and that is made even more powerful by a cast of convincing characters. 
 
Hot spots: Rape and murder scene, sex scene with Ray in the shower 
 
Macbeth, William Shakespeare (NP) 
This play depicts the rapid and brutal rise of the feudal warrior Macbeth to the throne of Scotland. 
Prompted by the alluring prophecies of three witches who portend that he will one day be king and by 
the subsequent urgings of his ambitious wife, Macbeth slays his lord, King Duncan. Upon claiming the 
throne, Macbeth ruthlessly authorizes the murders of his key political rivals in order to consolidate his 
power. In the meantime, Lady Macbeth becomes unhinged by the crimes and atrocities that she and 
Macbeth have committed. Macbeth becomes increasingly dejected as he prepares for Malcolm's 
invasion, but still takes solace in the witches' premonitions of his invincibility. However, as the 
invasion unfolds, the equivocal nature of these prophesies is revealed, and Macbeth meets his demise 
at the hands of his avenging enemy, Macduff. Frequently viewed as Shakespeare's most sustained 
dramatic representation of apocalyptic evil, Macbeth has been praised for its distinctive evocation of a 
foreboding sense of dread and supernatural terror chiefly elicited by the otherworldly presence of the 
Weird Sisters and by Macbeth's own unrelenting brutality. 
Hot Spots: suicide, some violence, witchcraft 
 
Madame Bovary, Gustave Flaubert (1030L) 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Maltese Falcon, Dashiell Hammet (760L) 
The quintessential hard-boiled detective, Hammett's Sam Spade is faced with a mystery that verges on 
the unraveling of everything he knows. A beautiful woman spins a tale of betrayal and backstabbing 
surrounding a mysterious black bird statue, and engages Spade's services in trying to retrieve it. But 
where does her lying end and the truth begin? And all the while, the police are after Spade for the 
murder of his partner Miles Archer--a murder that, somehow, Spade's client is bound up in. Hammett's 
tale of one man's search for order and truth is as close to a perfect mystery novel as anyone is going to 
get, and often rises above the genre as a tightly-constructed literary masterpiece, rich in both character 
and plot. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Martian, Andy Weir (680L) 
Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars.  
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Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. 
After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark 
finds himself stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—and 
even if he could get word out, his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive.  
Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving 
environment, or plain-old "human error" are much more likely to kill him first.  
But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills—and a relentless, 
dogged refusal to quit—he steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. 
Will his resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible odds against him? 
Hot Spots: None 
 
The Martian Chronicles, Ray Bradbruy (740L) 
From "Rocket Summer" to "The Million-Year Picnic," Ray Bradbury's stories of the colonization of 
Mars form an eerie mesh of past and future. Written in the 1940s, the chronicles drip with nostalgic 
atmosphere--shady porches with tinkling pitchers of lemonade, grandfather clocks, chintz-covered 
sofas. But longing for this comfortable past proves dangerous in every way to Bradbury's characters--
the golden-eyed Martians as well as the humans. Starting in the far-flung future of 1999, expedition 
after expedition leaves Earth to investigate Mars. The Martians guard their mysteries well, but they are 
decimated by the diseases that arrive with the rockets. Colonists appear, most with ideas no more lofty 
than starting a hot-dog stand, and with no respect for the culture they've displaced. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
 
Man Who Was Poe,  Avi (600L) 
This dark, spooky tale of suspense is a superb way to introduce young adults to one of early America’s 
greatest writers. Masterfully imitating the macabre tone of Poe’s fiction, Avi spins a tale of a young 
boy who asks Edgar Allan Poe to help him escape a plot of murder, calculation, and deception. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Medea, Euripides (1000L) 
Witch, barbarian, foreigner, or a woman wronged and committed to the most horrific kind of justice, 
Medea is a heroine who makes her audience shudder. Euripides shows us an astonishingly strong 
female protagonist, whom some readers have identified as the first feminist in Western literature. 
Seeing where her strength leads her, though, we must wonder if she was intended to be portrayed a 
model or as a warning. Because the three other plays that were traditionally performed with Medea 
have been lost, it is difficult to say whether EuripidesÂ’ Athenian audience was as upset by the play as 
modern readers are. It won only third place at the biggest festival in the city, indicating that ancient 
audiences also found it controversial. With its still-relevant examination of marriage, love, and 
revenge, and its explicit scenes of mental and emotional agony, Medea continues to demand our 
attention. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Memoirs Of A Geisha, Arthur Golden (1000L) 
A young girl named Chiyo living in the poor fishing village of Yoroido, Japan during the  
Great Depression.  Chiyo’s mother is plighted with bone cancer and the family cannot  
afford to keep Chiyo and her older sister Satsu.  A wealthy business man named Mr.  
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Tanaka buys them and takes Chiyo and Satsu to Kyota where they are separated and sold.   
Chiyo is a sold to a geisha house and would work until she finished her schooling to  
become a geisha.  After a few incidents involving Chiyo, she is forced to stay only as a  
maid for the okiya and never become a geisha.  Fate turns around for Chiyo when a  
successful geisha comes and takes Chiyo under her wing.  The events that continue show  
the rise and fall of Chiyo in the geisha district of Gion.    
Hot spots: some sexuality, references to class differences  
  
Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare (1380L) 
In Merchant, Shakespeare wove together two ancient folk tales, one involving a vengeful, greedy 
creditor trying to exact a pound of flesh, the other involving a marriage suitor's choice among three 
chests and thereby winning his (or her) mate. Shakespeare's treatment of the first standard plot scheme 
centers around the villain of Merchant, the Jewish moneylender Shylock, who seeks a literal pound of 
flesh from his opposite, the generous, faithful Antonio. Shakespeare's version of the chest-choosing 
device revolves around the play's Christian heroine Portia, who steers her lover Bassanio toward the 
correct humble casket and then successfully defends his best friend Antonio from Shylock's horrid 
legal suit. 
Hot Spots: Profanity 
 
The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka (670L) 
One morning, as Gregor Samsa was waking up from anxious dreams, he discovered that in bed he had 
been changed into a monstrous verminous bug. 
Gregor Samsa lives an uneventful life. That is, until one morning he awakes to find himself 
transformed into a monstrous, verminous bug. 
The celebrated work by Franz Kafka, The Metamorphosis is a psychological study of Gregor’s family 
and the world around him as Gregor endures a new and painful existence of a vermin. 
Hot Spots: None 
 
Mexican White Boy, Matt de la Pena (680L) 
All Danny wants to do is run away to Mexico and find his dad. He knows everything will be better 
once he can see and talk to his dad again. But as the summer wears on, Danny will find different 
answers to his problems. He'll make a best friend. He'll have a first kiss. He'll learn some hard truths. 
He'll figure things out. No, Danny's problems don't have easy answers, but the difficult answers will be 
worth so much more. There's plenty of baseball for the sports fans, but this novel is about so much 
more than baseball. For Danny it's about finding his identity and figuring out who he can count on. It's 
about building trust with other people and building trust with himself. This is a great book for reluctant 
readers. 
Hot Spots: swearing and fistfights, violence 
 
Midnight’s Children, Salman Rushdie (1120L) 
Midnight's Children tells the story of the Sinai family and the earlier events leading up to India's 
Independence and Partition, connecting the two lines both literally and allegorically. The central 
protagonist, Saleem Sinai, is born at the exact moment that India becomes independent. He later 
discovers that all children born in India between 12 AM and 1 AM on 15 August 1947 are imbued with 
special powers. Saleem thus attempts to use these powers to convene the eponymous children. The 
convention, or Midnight Children's Conference, is in many ways reflective of the issues India faced in 
its early statehood concerning the cultural, linguistic, religious, and political differences faced by such 
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a vastly diverse nation. Saleem acts as a telepathic conduit, bringing hundreds of geographically 
disparate children into contact while also attempting to discover the meaning of their gifts. In 
particular, those children born closest to the stroke of midnight wield more powerful gifts than the 
others. Shiva of the Knees, Saleem's evil nemesis, and Parvati, called "Parvati-the-witch," are two of 
these children with notable gifts and roles in Saleem's story. 
Meanwhile, Saleem must also contend with his personal trajectory. His family is active in this, as they 
begin a number of migrations and endure the numerous wars, which plague the subcontinent. During 
this period he also suffers amnesia until he enters a quasi-mythological exile in the jungle of 
Sundarban, where he is re-endowed with his memory. In doing so, he reconnects with his childhood 
friends. Saleem later becomes involved with the Indira Gandhi - proclaimed Emergency and her son 
Sanjay's "cleansing" of the Jama Masjid slum. For a time Saleem is held as a political prisoner; these 
passages contain scathing criticisms of Indira Gandhi's overreach during the Emergency as well as 
what Rushdie seems to see as a personal lust for power bordering on godhood. The Emergency signals 
the end of the potency of the Midnight Children, and there is little left for Saleem to do but pick up the 
few pieces of his life he may still find and write the chronicle that encompasses both his personal 
history and that of his still-young nation; a chronicle written for his son, who, like his father, is both 
chained and supernaturally endowed by history.  
Hot Spots: Violence 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, William Shakespeare (NP) 
The main plot of Midsummer is a complex contraption that involves two sets of couples  
(Hermia and Lysander, and Helena and Demetrius) whose romantic cross-purposes are  
complicated still further by their entrance into the play's fairyland woods where the King  
and Queen of the Fairies (Oberon and Titania) preside and the impish folk character of  
Puck or Robin Goodfellow plies his trade. Less subplot than a brilliant satirical device,  
another set of characters—Bottom the weaver and his bumptious band of "rude  
mechanicals"—stumble into the main doings when they go into the same enchanted  
woods to rehearse a play that is very loosely (and comically) based on the myth of  
Pyramus and Thisbe, their hilarious home-spun piece taking up Act V of Shakespeare's  
comedy.  
Hot Spots: Some sexual references  
Rationale: Analysis of figurative language, analysis of plot and characterizations, historical context and 
theme, AP Book list 
 
Milkweed, Jerry Spinelli (510L) 
Newbery Medal-winning author Jerry Spinelli (Maniac McGee, Stargirl) paints a vivid picture of the 
streets of the Nazi-occupied Warsaw during World War II, as seen through the eyes of a curious, kind, 
heartbreakingly naïve orphan with many names. His name is Stopthief when people shout "Stop! 
Thief!" as he flees with stolen bread. Or it's Jew, "filthy son of Abraham," depending on who's talking 
to him. Or, maybe he's a Gypsy, because his eyes are black, his skin is dark, and he wears a mysterious 
yellow stone around his neck. His new friend and protector Uri forces him to take the name Misha 
Pilsudski and to memorize a made-up story about his Gypsy background so that no one will mistake 
him for a Jew and kill him. Misha, a very young boy, is slow to understand what's happening around 
him. When he sees people running, he thinks it's a race. Nazis (Jackboots, as the children call them) 
marching through the streets appear to him as a delightful parade of magnificent boots. He wants to be 
a Jackboot! (Uri smacks him for saying this.) He compares bombs to sauerkraut kettles, machine guns 
to praying mantises, and tanks to "colossal gray long-snouted beetles." The story of Misha and his 
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band of orphans trying to survive on their own would have a deliciously Dickensian quality, if it 
weren't for the devastation around them--people hurrying to dig trenches to stop Nazi tanks, shops 
exploding in flames, the wailing of sirens, buzzing airplanes, bombs, and human torture. Spinelli has 
written a powerfully moving story of survival--readers will love Misha the dreamer and his 
wonderfully poetic observations of the world around him, his instinct to befriend a Jewish girl and her 
family, his impulse to steal food for a local orphanage and his friends in the ghetto, and his ability to 
delight in small things even surrounded by the horror of the Holocaust. A remarkable achievement. 
(Ages 11 and older) 
Hotspots:  Holocaust related violence (a hanging, killings) 
 
Mocking Jay, Suzanne Collins 
Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen has survived the Hunger Games twice. But now that she’s made it 
out of the bloody arena alive, she’s still not safe. The Capitol is angry. The Capitol wants revenge. 
Who do they think should pay for the unrest? Katniss. And what’s worse, President Snow has made it 
clear that no one else is safe either. Not Katniss’s family, not her friends, not the people of District 12. 
Powerful and haunting, this thrilling final installment of Suzanne Collins’s groundbreaking The 
Hunger Games trilogy promises to be one of the most talked about books of the year. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Monster,  Walter Dean Myers (670L) 
"Monster" is what the prosecutor called 16-year-old Steve Harmon for his supposed role in the fatal 
shooting of a convenience-store owner. But was Steve really the lookout who gave the "all clear" to the 
murderer, or was he just in the wrong place at the wrong time? The reader becomes both juror and 
witness during the trial of Steve's life. To calm his nerves as he sits in the courtroom, aspiring 
filmmaker Steve chronicles the proceedings in movie script format. Interspersed throughout his 
screenplay are journal writings that provide insight into Steve's life before the murder and his feelings 
about being held in prison during the trial. "They take away your shoelaces and your belt so you can't 
kill yourself no matter how bad it is. I guess making you live is part of the punishment." 
Hot Spots: characters commit crimes 
 
The Mosquito Coast, Paul Theroux (720L) 
 
Allie Fox is sick of the fast foods, television, crime, bad workmanship, and cheap imports.  He is 
interested in the lifestyle of the Central American migrant workers who work for his boss and thus he 
decides that the answer is to start a new life in the jungles of Honduras. Fox moves his wife and four 
children from Hatfield, Massachusetts to a remote overgrown clearing on the Mosquito Coast, which 
he believes is untainted by the modern world. 
The story is told from the viewpoint of his son Charlie, who admires his father for "not settling for any 
average Crusoe sort of living."  Father builds a solid house (by going down to the beach to collect what 
is washed in from the world), has running water, toilet and laundry. Once this monumental task is 
complete, he decides to give a gift to the natives - ice.  So he builds a monstrous machine out of old 
pipes to turn "fire into ice."  Naturally, Allie Fox's actions are full of contradictions. Never mind his 
premise that this is a untainted region of the world. He soon finds that the natives know about ice and 
worse - Christianity. What works so well in this story is that it is told through the eyes of Charlie. 
Children naturally believe in their parents, but at the same time they have their own inner sense. 
Hot Spots: none 
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The Motorcycle Diaries, Ernesto Guevara   
This novel depicts the young Guevara and his colleague, Alberto Granado, traveling  
8,000 miles across South America on a motorcycle. During their journey, immeasurable  
accounts of injustice such as the social injustices of exploited mine workers, persecuted  
communists, ostracized lepers, and the tattered and descendants of a once great Incan  
civilization. These events prompt a young Guevara to become a social activist for the  
poor in South America during the 20th century. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
My Brother Sam is Dead, Christopher Collier (770L) 
When Sam Meeker returns home from college in the spring of 1775 and announces that he has decided 
to enlist in the Rebel army, his parents are appalled, but his younger brother, Tim, is wide-eyed with 
admiration. When the brothers are outside together doing chores around their family's tavern, Sam 
confides in Tim his plan to steal their father's gun in order to fight. Tim protests, but he can do nothing 
to stop Sam. That night, Mr. Meeker and Sam have an argument about the war and Sam runs away 
from home. The next morning after church, Tim visits Sam in a hut where he is hiding out. He tries to 
talk Sam out of going to war, but without success. In the hut, Sam's girlfriend Betsy Read asks Tim 
which side he supports, and Tim has trouble deciding between his Father's loyalty to the British 
government and his brother's loyalty to the idea of an independent nation. He does not answer. Sam 
leaves, and after several months Betsy notifies Tim that Sam has returned. Tim finds an excuse to visit 
his brother when Rebel soldiers enter his house and violently demand his father's gun, which is with 
Sam. Tim runs to Sam's hideout, steals the gun and runs, but is soon over taken by Sam. Together they 
return to the house and find that their parents have been spared. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
My Forbidden Face, Latifa (970L) 
Latifa (who writes under a pseudonym) was a 16-year-old aspiring journalist when her  
brother rushed home one day in late 1996 with word that the white flag of the Taliban  
flew over their school and mosque. She writes, "We knew the Taliban were not far  
away... but no one truly believed they would manage to enter Kabul." The bizarre edicts  
of the women-suppressing regime slowly become a reality: women weren't allowed  
outside the home unless they were shrouded in a "chadri" (which covers the face and  
arms, unlike a burka, which covers the entire body and according to Latifa is worn only  
in distant provinces) and accompanied by a male relative. "A girl is not allowed to  
converse with a young man. Infraction of this law will lead to the immediate marriage of  
the offenders." No wearing of bright colors or lipstick; no medical care from a male  
doctor. And women doctors were not allowed to work, essentially cutting off medical  
care for women. Latifa's story puts a face on these now-familiar rules, and conveys the  
sheer boredom of the lively teenager-turned-hermit and the desperation of not knowing if  
she'll ever complete her education in such an upside-down world. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
My Sister’s Keeper, Jodi Picoult (840L) 
Anna was genetically engineered to be a perfect match for her cancer-ridden older sister. Since birth, 
the 13-year-old has donated platelets, blood, her umbilical cord, and bone marrow as part of her 
family's struggle to lengthen Kate's life. Anna is now being considered as a kidney donor in a last-ditch 
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attempt to save her 16-year-old sister. As this compelling story opens, Anna has hired a lawyer to 
represent her in a medical emancipation suit to allow her to have control over her own body. Picoult 
skillfully relates the ensuing drama from the points of view of the parents; Anna; Cambell, the self-
absorbed lawyer; Julia, the court-appointed guardian ad litem; and Jesse, the troubled oldest child in 
the family. Everyone's quandary is explicated and each of the characters is fully developed. There 
seems to be no easy answer, and readers are likely to be sympathetic to all sides of the case. This is a 
real page-turner and frighteningly thought-provoking. The story shows evidence of thorough research 
and the unexpected twist at the end will surprise almost everyone. The novel does not answer many 
questions, but it sure raises some and will have teens thinking about possible answers long after they 
have finished the book.  
Hot Spots: sexual content, mild drug use 
 
Narrative of the Life of FD, Fredrick Douglas (1080L) 
Published in 1845, this autobiography powerfully details the life of the internationally famous 
abolitionist Frederick Douglass from his birth into slavery in 1818 to his escape to the North in 1838 - 
how he endured the daily physical and spiritual brutalities of his owners and drivers, how he learned to 
read and write, and how he grew into a man who could only live free or die. In his introduction, 
Houston A. Baker, Jr., discusses the slave narrative as a distinct American literary genre and points out 
its social, political, historical, and literary significance, past and present. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Native Son, Richard Wright  (700L) 
Native Son tells the story of a young black male, Bigger Thomas, caught in an economic  
and social descending whirl after committing the crime of murder against an upper class  
white woman and poverty stricken African American woman. Set in the inner city of  
Chicago during the 1930’s, Bigger Thomas struggles to maintain a steady job during  
unsteady economic times in America. As Bigger becomes more and more frustrated with  
society, he becomes tangled into a situation that ultimately leads to the death of his white  
boss. As Bigger tries to cover up his trail of evidence, he flees from society’s law, and  
begins an existentialist journey into becoming his “own individual” and who he was  
meant to be. Wright’s novel explores the unsparing reflection on the poverty and the  
feeling of hopelessness experienced by citizens of inner cities across the country and  
gives an insight of what it means to be a “minority” in America.   
Hot Spots: Suggestive language, violence, some sexual references, alcohol reference. 
 
Never Eat Alone, Keith Ferrazzi 
Never Eat Alone is book about how to become successful with each relationship that you build. The 
author Keith Ferrazzi discusses how each relationship he made impacted him differently. Ferrazzi also 
gives prime examples of how even when the relationship does not seem important at the time, it will be 
in the future. The book has multiple stories from well known people in history and how they used 
different ways to create their relationships.  
Hotspots: none 
 
Night, Elie Wiesel (590L)        Grade 11-12 
Night begins in 1941 in a Hasidic Community in the town of Sighet, Transylvania. There  
we meet a devote young boy named Eliezer who is so fascinated by his own culture and  
religion that he wishes to study Jewish cabballa. His father, however, says he must master  the Talmud 
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before he can move on to the mystical side of the Jewish faith. Moshe the Beadle indulges the boy until 
the reality of World War II reaches them. The fascists come to power in Romania and foreign Jews are 
deported and Moshe with them. Some days later, he makes it back to town and tells them what 
happened. All the people presumed deported were shot. That was only the beginning, the dusk of the 
coming night. Within a matter of paragraphs, officers of the Nazi SS corps have arrived and the family 
is broken up and sent to Birkenau; the metaphorical night only gets darker as Eliezer struggles to 
survive in the brutality and degradation of the camps.  
Hot Spots:  War, concentration camp life 
 
A Night to Remember, Walter Lord (950L) 
Follows the Titanic on the night that it went down. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Nineteen Minutes, Jodi Picoult (890L) 
Nineteen Minutes, deals with the truth and consequences of a smalltown high-school shooting. Set in 
Sterling, New Hampshire, Picoult offers reads a glimpse of what would cause a 17-year-old to wake up 
one day, load his backpack with four guns, and kill nine students and one teacher in the span of 
nineteen minutes. As with any Picoult novel, the answers are never black and white, and it is her 
exceptional ability to blur the lines between right and wrong that make this author such a captivating 
storyteller. 
On Peter Houghton's first day of kindergarten, he watched helplessly as an older boy ripped his lunch 
box out of his hands and threw it out the window. From that day on, his life was a series of 
humiliations, from having his pants pulled down in the cafeteria, to being called a freak at every turn. 
But can endless bullying justify murder? As Picoult attempts to answer this question, she shows us all 
sides of the equation, from the ruthless jock who loses his ability to speak after being shot in the head, 
to the mother who both blames and pities herself for producing what most would call a monster. 
Surrounding Peter's story is that of Josie Cormier, a former friend whose acceptance into the popular 
crowd hangs on a string that makes it impossible for her to reconcile her beliefs with her actions. 
Hot spots: school shooting 
No Fear Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet, SparkNotes Editors 
Presents the original text of Shakespeare's play side by side with a modern version, with marginal 
notes and explanations and full descriptions of each character. 
Annotation 
Presents the original text of Shakespeare's play side by side with a modern version, with marginal 
notes and explanations and full descriptions of each character. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Odyssey, Homer (1050L) 
If The Iliad is the world's greatest war epic, then The Odyssey is literature's grandest evocation of 
everyman's journey though life. Odysseus's reliance on his wit and wiliness for survival in his 
encounters with divine and natural forces during his ten-year voyage home to Ithaca after the Trojan 
War is at once a timeless human story and an individual test of moral endurance. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Oedipus Rex, Sophocles (620L) 
To make Oedipus more accessible for the modern reader, our Prestwick House Literary Touchstone 
EditionÂ™ includes a glossary of the more difficult words, as well as convenient sidebar notes to 
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enlighten the reader on aspects that may be confusing or overlooked. We hope that the reader may, 
through this edition, more fully enjoy the beauty of the verse, the wisdom of the insights, and the 
impact of the drama. SophoclesÂ’ Oedipus Rex has never been surpassed for the raw and terrible 
power with which its hero struggles to answer the eternal question, "Who am I?" The play, a story of a 
king whoÂ—acting entirely in ignoranceÂ—kills his father and marries his mother, unfolds with 
shattering power; we are helplessly carried along with Oedipus towards the final, horrific truth. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck (630L) 
Two migrant workers, George and Lennie, have been let off a bus miles away from the  
California farm where they are due to start work. George is a small, dark man with  
“sharp, strong features.” Lennie, his companion, is his opposite, a giant of a man with a  
“shapeless” face. Overcome with thirst, the two stop in a clearing by a pool and decide to  
camp for the night. As the two converse, it becomes clear that Lennie has a mild mental  
disability, and is deeply devoted to George and dependent upon him for protection and  
guidance. George finds that Lennie, who loves petting soft things but often accidentally  
kills them, has been carrying and stroking a dead mouse. He angrily throws it away,  
fearing that Lennie might catch a disease from the dead animal. George complains loudly  
that his life would be easier without having to care for Lennie, but the reader senses that  
their friendship and devotion is mutual. He and Lennie share a dream of buying their own  
piece of land, farming it, and, much to Lennie’s delight, keeping rabbits. George ends the  
night by treating Lennie to the story he often tells him about what life will be like in such  
an idyllic place.  
Hot Spots: Racism, offensive language and violence 
 
The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway (1370L) 
The Old Man and the Sea is one of Hemingway’s most enduring works. Told in language of great 
simplicity and power, it is the story of an old Cuban fisherman, down on his luck, and his supreme 
ordeal—a relentless, agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream. Here Hemingway 
recasts, in strikingly contemporary style, the classic theme of courage in the face of defeat, of personal 
triumph won from loss. Written in 1952, this hugely successful novella confirmed his power and 
presence in the literary world and played a large part in his winning the 1954 Nobel Prize for literature. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
On Target, Laura Rowley 
Founded in 1962 by Minnesota-based department store Dayton's, Target has grown to become 
America's second most profitable retailer behind Wal-Mart. On Target is the first in-depth look at the 
business leaders and strategies that made Target such a runaway success. The company's easily 
recognizable red-and-white logo, youthful television advertisements, and upscale partnerships-with 
designers like Michael Graves, Mossimo, and Todd Oldham-have not only removed the stigma 
traditionally attached to discount store shopping, but actually made it hip to be frugal. In the process, 
the company has cemented its place as the favorite discount retailer of middle- and upper-income 
families across the country. In On Target, award-winning business journalist Laura Rowley examines 
the methods and the success of the company from its shrewd merchandising strategy to its clever 
marketing campaigns, ingenious branding effort, and extensive philanthropy. An excellent education in 
how to beat the competition even in a crowded and weak retail market, Target's story details the history 
and incredible success of a unique company and an enticing, unmistakable brand. Both insightful and 
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entertaining, On Target offers important business lessons for executives and managers in need of a 
bull's-eye. 
Hotspots:  None 
 
The Once and Future King, TH White (1080L) 
Young "Wart" is the adopted son of a minor nobleman when he meets Merlyn, a kindly magician, who 
takes him on many adventures, turning him into several different animals and teaching him skills, both 
mental and physical. Wart is very happy and learns to treat people with respect and kindness. Soon 
after ,Wart pulls a magical sword from a stone, which proves him to be the rightful king of England 
(his real father was the recently dead King.) Merlyn, who knew this from the start, advises Wart-now 
called Arthur-on how to be a good king. What Arthur really wants to do is end chaos that passes for 
law in his country. He wants his men-the knights of the round table-to help defenseless people and 
prevent the rich and strong from simply dominating everyone. Many young knights love the idea and 
admire Arthur. Lancelot, who becomes the best knight in the world, and Arthur's best friend, still 
wrestles with self-doubt. Soon after he comes to court, he falls in love with Arthur's wife, Guenever. 
Arthur knows they are having an affair subconsciously, but he wants to pretend it isn't happening, so 
the three are able to live in relative harmony for many years. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Once Upon a Time When We Were Colored, Clifton L. Taulbert 
A revealing memoir of boyhood days in the black section of a small Mississippi town  
when forced segregation still prevailed. Now a wealthy Tulsa businessman, Taulbert feels  
"that important values were conveyed to me in my colored childhood, values we're ill  
danger of losing in our integrated world." Taught by his extended family the  
empowerment potential of learning, he was one of the few neighborhood children to  
attend high school--and never thought about the unfairness of his daily 100-mile round-  
trip to Greenfield's "colored" school. He also learned the joys of a caring community: of  
huge fish fries, with folks coming from miles around to feast and sing along with the  
guitar and "deep soulful voice" of then-unknown blues singer Muddy Waters; of prom  
night, "which transformed. . .sharecroppers and hired hands into a society of gentlemen  
and debutantes." Religion was central to existence. Everyone showed up on the "Annual  
Day" hosted by church "sister workers" to feast on fried chicken and sweet potato pie and  
to ante up annual assessments to the burial fund. Taulbert developed a work ethic early,  
spending childhood summers weeding and picking in the cotton fields. He was also  
taught "survival skills"--to lower his eyes in the presence of whites, to avoid  
"peckerwoods" (sadistic rednecks), and to accept voting as "white folks' business." A  
heartfelt testament to a beleaguered people who maintained dignity and created a viable,  
caring community in what, today, would be untenable circumstances.  
Hot Spots: racial issues and segregation, some violence  
 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Ken Kesey (1110L) 
Ken Kesey's tragicomic novel, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, takes place in a mental hospital 
during the late 1950s. The book can be read on two levels; if one looks on the surface, there is the story 
of how a highly individualistic, near-superman named McMurphy becomes a patient and for a time 
overturns the senseless and dehumanizing routines of the ward.  
Far from insane, McMurphy is an uninhibited gambler and confidence man who has committed 
himself to the mental hospital to escape a six-month sentence at a prison farm. He immediately 
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challenges the authority of Nurse Ratched: McMurphy organizes gambling, including card games, and 
wins over the other inmates by demanding permission to watch the World Series on television. When 
McMurphy learns that no one gets out of the ward without Nurse Ratched's okay, he sees the wisdom 
of conforming, but by now the inmates look to him for leadership. He begins to teach them to be 
themselves, and they join him in small acts of rebellion. Meanwhile, Nurse Ratched bides her time. 
Hot Spots: Sexual references, violence and language 
Rationale: Dystopic themes, motif and symbolism analysis, archetypal characters, AP Book list 
 
Othello, William Shakespeare (NP)  
This play mixes classical and romantic tragedy as Othello, the Moor, has secretly married the senator 
of Venice’s daughter, Desdemona. In the hope of destroying Othello, Iago maliciously lies and 
devastates the community of Venice with gossip and sins that result in the tragic deaths of many. Iago 
now persuades Othello to be suspicious of Cassio and Desdemona. As it happens, Cassio is courting a 
courtesan named Bianca. Desdemona drops a handkerchief that was Othello's first gift to her and 
which he has stated holds great significance to him in the context of their relationship. Iago asks Emilia 
to steal it. Emilia, unaware of what Iago plans to do with the handkerchief, steals it. Iago plants it in 
Cassio's lodgings as evidence of Cassio and Desdemona's affair. After he has planted the handkerchief, 
Iago tells Othello to stand apart and watch Cassio's reactions while Iago questions him about the 
handkerchief. Iago goads Cassio on to talk about his affair with Bianca, without mentioning her name; 
because no name is mentioned, Othello thinks that Cassio is referring to Desdemona. Bianca, on 
discovering the handkerchief, chastises Cassio, accusing him of giving her a second-hand gift, which 
he received from another lover. Othello sees this, and Iago convinces him that Cassio received the 
handkerchief from Desdemona. Enraged and hurt, Othello decides he is going to kill his wife and Iago 
offers to kill Cassio. Othello proceeds to make Desdemona's life a misery and creating an ending that 
defines tragedy.  In this five act play, Shakespeare creates a world where love and loyalty will battle 
against revenge and evil. In creating chaos in Venice, Iago is able to publicly show that Othello’s wife 
in unmoral to him, or is she? How far will one go for revenge? Shakespeare mixes romance and 
tragedy in identifying the roots of evil and establishes a memorable tragic hero in Othello and 
establishes Iago as the greatest villain in literature.  
Hot Spots: Sexuality, Violence 
 
The Other Wes Moore, by Wes Moore (990L) 
Two kids with the same name living in the same decaying city.  One grew up to be a Rhodes Scholar, 
decorated combat veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader.  The other is serving a life 
sentence in prison for felony murder.  Here is the story of two boys and the journey of a generation. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Our Town, Thornton Wilder (NP) 
Our Town represents Americana, the small town life of the early 1900s, a world most of  
us have never experienced. The fictional village of Grover’s Corners contains quaint  
activities of yesteryear:  
    * A doctor walking through town, making house calls.  
    * A milk man, traveling along side his horse, happy in his work.  
    * Folks talking to one another instead of watching television.  
    * No one locking their door at night.   
During the play, the Stage Manager (the show’s narrator) explains that he is putting a  
copy of Our Town in a time capsule. But of course, Thorton Wilder’s drama is its own  
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time capsule, allowing audiences to glimpse turn-of-the-century New England.  
Hot Spots: none  
Rationale: Teaching “Alienation effect”, introduction to themes in American literature, historical 
context and themes 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell (1080L) 
Malcolm Gladwell poses a more provocative question in Outliers: why do some people succeed, living 
remarkably productive and impactful lives, while so many more never reach their potential? 
Challenging our cherished belief of the "self-made man," he makes the democratic assertion that 
superstars don't arise out of nowhere, propelled by genius and talent: "they are invariably the 
beneficiaries of hidden advantages and extraordinary opportunities and cultural legacies that allow 
them to learn and work hard and make sense of the world in ways others cannot." Examining the lives 
of outliers from Mozart to Bill Gates, he builds a convincing case for how successful people rise on a 
tide of advantages, "some deserved, some not, some earned, some just plain lucky." 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Parrot in the Oven, Victor Martinez (1000L)   
Fourteen-year-old Manny Hernandez lives in a housing project in southern California. He and his other 
Mexican-American neighbors sleep in houses made of sheetrock and tin. They sit in yards worn down 
to dust, and hope that somehow luck will come their way. Poverty isn’t the only problem in Manny’s 
life. His father thinks Manny is as worthless as a penny. His crazy mother thinks she can scrub away or 
slap away his worries. Each day Manny hopes that Bobby and Stinky, the sadistic brothers across the 
parking lot, won’t beat him up. Manny could join a neighborhood gang, but he’s determined to make 
his own life worth something more. Manny’s story is one filled with hardship. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
 
 
The Pearl, John Steinbeck (1010L) 
When Coyotito, a very young child, is stung by a scorpion, Kino, his father, must find a way to pay the 
town doctor to treat him. The doctor denies Kino out of racism, which enrages him. Shortly thereafter, 
Kino discovers an enormous, lucid pearl which he is ready to sell to pay the doctor. Everyone calls it 
"the Pearl of the World," and many people begin to covet it.  Like his father and grandfather before 
him, Kino is a poor diver, gathering pearls from the gulf beds that once brought great wealth to the 
Kings of Spain and now provide Kino, Juana, and their infant son with meager subsistence. Then, on a 
day like any other, Kino emerges from the sea with a pearl as large as a sea gull's egg, as "perfect as 
the moon." With the pearl comes hope, the promise of comfort and of security. A story of classic 
simplicity, based on a Mexican folk tale, The Pearl explores the secrets of man's nature, the darkest 
depths of evil, and the luminous possibilities of love. 
Hot Spots: Language, Violence 
 
Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde (920L) 
The Picture of Dorian Gray opens in London near the end of the nineteenth century. A  
painter named Basil Hallward is finishing up a portrait of his uncommonly handsome  
young friend, Dorian Gray. Lord Wotton, a rather dishonest, evil man, calls on him and  
admires the portrait's subject. Basil does not want Wotton to meet Dorian, fearing he will  
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influence his friend to Wotton's ways. Dorian enters and meets Wotton. Basil finishes the  
portrait, and Wotton immediately wants to buy it. Basil gives it to Dorian instead.  
Looking at his image, Dorian proclaims that he would exchange his soul for eternal  
youth, rather than grow old and wrinkled.  
Despite Basil's warnings, Dorian and Wotton become close friends. Wotton gives Dorian  
a book about a young man who tried to cram all the passions of man's history into his  
own life. Dorian uses it as a blueprint for his own life. Dorian is shunned by former  
friends and acquaintances, as stories about him and his debauched behavior circulate.  
Most are true, but their effect is only seen on the face in the portrait.  
Hot Spots: Implied sexuality, drug use, extravagant living  
Rationale: AP Book list, analysis of imagery and author’s use of description, characterization, themes 
of moral reconciliation 
 
The Pigman, Paul Zindel (950L)  
For sophomores John and Lorraine, the world feels meaningless; nothing is important. They certainly 
can never please their parents, and school is a chore. To pass the time, they play pranks on 
unsuspecting people. It's during one of these pranks that they meet the "Pigman"--a fat, balding old 
man with a zany smile plastered on his face. In spite of themselves, John and Lorraine soon find that 
they're caught up in Mr. Pignati's zest for life. In fact, they become so involved that they begin to 
destroy the only corner of the world that's ever mattered to them. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Plague, Albert Camus (1070L) 
A haunting tale of human resilience in the face of unrelieved horror, Camus' novel about a 
bubonic plague ravaging the people of a North African coastal town is a classic of twentieth-
century literature. 
Hotspots: None 
 
 
Poe: Tales of Mystery and Terror, Edgar Allen Poe (1310L) 
Prepare yourself. You are about to enter a world where you will be shocked, terrified, and, though 
you'll be too scared to admit it at first, secretly thrilled. Here are four tales -- The Black Cat, The 
Masque of the Red Death, Hop-Frog, and The Fall of the House of Usher -- by the master of the 
macabre, Edgar Allan Poe. The original tales have been ever so slightly dismembered -- but, of course, 
Poe understood dismemberment very well. And he would shriek in ghoulish delight at Gris Grimly's 
gruesomely delectable illustrations that adorn every page. So prepare yourself. And keep the lights on. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Point Blank, Anthony Horowitz (610L) 
Recently recruited and trained as a special agent by MI6, the British secret service, 14-year-old West 
Londoner Alex Rider is sent to infiltrate an ultra-private school where the rich and powerful send their 
uncontrollable, rebellious sons. What he discovers in the mountaintop fortress of the campus are 
enough armed guards to repel an invasion - and new classmates who have become eerie copies of each 
other in their compliant attitudes and actions. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Power of One, Bryce Courtenay (940L) 
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Summary: When his mother suffers from a nervous breakdown, five-year-old Peekay is sent to a tiny 
rural Afrikaans boarding school. He is severely bullied and teased for being English (anti-English 
sentiment was widespread amongst Afrikaners because of atrocities committed by the English against 
Boer women and children). Peekay is especially bullied by "the Judge", a cruel, avid Nazi supporter 
and the oldest student. At the end of the year, traumatized from his experiences, Peekay is informed 
that he will not be returning to the farm, rather, he will be going to the East Transvaal town of 
Barberton, where his grandfather lives after the outbreak of Newcastle disease on his previous home. 
On the train to Barberton, Peekay befriends Hoppie Groenewald, a guard. During Peekay's short train 
trip Groenewald shares his love of boxing with Peekay. After Hoppie Groenwald wins a boxing match, 
Peekay is mesmerized with the sport and vows to become the welterweight champion of the world. 
Over the course of his childhood and young adulthood in Barberton, Peekay encounters numerous 
friends. The first being a German professor of music, Prof. Karl von Vollesteen, who instills in him a 
love of knowledge. Part of the way through the professor is imprisoned for being an unregistered 
foreigner. While spending time with Doc in prison Peekay meets and befriends Geel Piet, a coloured 
South Artican whom starts Peekay's formal boxing training. Through his friendship with Geel Piet, and 
with the incite of the Professor, Peekay begins to see the injustice of apartheid South Africa. During 
the years the Professor is in prison Peekay enlist the aid of the local librarian and his teacher and they 
begin to provide aid for the prisoners and prisoner's families, including writing letters for the prisoners. 
One night Peekay discovers Geel Piet has been murdered in the boxing gym by the warder. 
Book Two of the novel describes Peekay's experiences at the Prince of Wales school. He quickly 
partners up with the son of a Jewish multimillionaire, Morrie Levy. Peekay and Morrie take the school 
by storm - Peekay's boxing talent reforms the pathetic Prince of Wales boxing team, and Hymie 
becomes Peekay's manager. Soon the two boys have a lucrative gambling business set up, as well as all 
kinds of other "scams" which bring in enough money for Peekay to begin boxing lessons with South 
Africa's top coach, Solly Goldman. Peekay becomes a stranger to failure, excelling at boxing, rugby, 
and academics. However, he must face Doc's death towards the end of his school career as well as the 
disappointment of not winning a Rhodes scholarship to attend Oxford University. 
Book Three traces Peekay's life in Northern Rhodesia (present-day Zambia) where he takes on a 
dangerous (but lucrative) job as a "grizzly man" in the mines in order to build up his body for his 
boxing, and to earn enough money to pay his way through three years at Oxford. He forms a close 
friendship with a Russian miner, named Rasputin, who eventually saves Peekay during a mining 
catastrophe, dying in the process. Peekay recovers but, before leaving the mines, he discovers that he 
has been working for his old nemesis, Jaapie Botha, previously known as "the Judge" when he 
encounters his diamond-driller at the local crud bar. He then brutally beats "the Judge" and exacts his 
revenge. The novel concludes with Peekay leaving Northern Rhodesia no longer lonely and 
empowered within himself. 
Hotspots: Violence, Language 
 
Prayer for Owen Meany, John Irving (1050L) 
John Wheelwright, a former American who is now a Canadian citizen living in Toronto,  
tells the story. John recalls growing up in a small town in New Hampshire with a very  
unusual best friend, a tiny boy with a high voice named Owen Meany. Despite his strange appearance 
and voice, Owen is a boy with a strong personality, intellectual gifts, and an air of authority that 
enables him to take charge of a situation. Owen also possesses a strong religious faith and an uncanny 
knowledge of future events in his life--including the exact time and circumstances of his own tragic but 
heroic death. It is through Owen  
Meany that John becomes a religious believer.  
Hot spots: Religious journey, sexuality, profanity, Vietnam and anti-war sentiments  
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Rationale: AP Book list, analysis of characters, author’s use of language and symbolism for 
foreshadowing, historical context and themes 
 
Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen (1100L) 
Elizabeth Bennet is the perfect Austen heroine: intelligent, generous, sensible, incapable  
of jealousy or any other major sin. That makes her sound like an insufferable goody-  
goody, but the truth is she's a completely hip character, who if provoked is not above  
skewering her antagonist with a piece of her exceptionally sharp -- but always polite --  
18th century wit. The point is, you spend the whole book absolutely fixated on the critical question: 
will Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy hook up?  
Rationale: Analysis of satire and verbal irony, AP Book list, strong female characters 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Prince, Niccolò Machiavelli (1450L) 
In the The Prince, you explore the Italian Renaissance in Florencein the late 1400s and early 1500s, 
during which Machiavelli was a statesman who took a special interest in observing the distinct 
intelligence that made certain rulers successful. In a nutshell, The Prince is an analysis of how to 
acquire and maintain political power. It remains one of the definitive statements of power and control 
and is based on what Machiavelli saw, not what he felt or imagined. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Princess Bride, William Goldman (870L) 
The grandson is feeling unwell and his grandfather comes to visit to cheer him up bringing a book with 
him (much to the grandson's disdain).But this is a special book. The story contains fencing, fighting, 
revenge, true love, pirates, giants, miracles, captures, escapes etc. 
 
In the country of Florin, Westley and Buttercup fall in love but as he is poor, he sets off to earn some 
money so they can get married. But woe is me. His ship is attacked by the Dread Pirate Roberts, who 
never leaves captives alive. 
Crown Prince Humperdinck decides to marry Buttercup (and in the spirit of all good fairy tales, she 
has no choice - the law gives him the right to choose his bride, no questions asked).  Shortly before the 
wedding, the future Princess is kidnapped by a short guy with an even shorter temper from Sicily, a 
giant from Greenland and a former alcoholic Spaniard (incidentally, the Spaniard is a master sword 
fighter who is set on avenging his father who was murdered by the Six Fingered Man). 
The kidnappers make off with their prey but are followed by The MIB (Man in Black). 
He catches up, knocks the Spaniard unconscious in a duel, beats the giant in hand to hand combat, 
wins a battle of wits against the short Sicilian guy and kidnaps Buttercup himself. By this time, Prince 
Humperdinck and his partner-in-crime, Count Rugen, are tailing them hoping to snatch the girl back. 
The MIB turns out to be the Dread Pirate Roberts aka Westley!! The previous Roberts (who wasn't 
actually Roberts, but a sailor called Cummerbund) decided to retire and hand the name over to 
someone else. 
The reunited pair escape into the Fireswamp and are faced with the three terrors: The Flame Spurt, 
Lightening Sand and R.O.U.Ses (Rodents Of Unusual Size). They are caught on the other side of the 
swamp and Buttercup negotiates the safe return of Westley to his ship if she agrees to return to Florin. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Pygmalion, George Bernard Shaw (NP) 
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Two old gentlemen meet in the rain one night at Covent Garden. Professor Higgins is a scientist of 
phonetics, and Colonel Pickering is a linguist of Indian dialects. The first bets the other that he can, 
with his knowledge of phonetics, convince high London society that, in a matter of months, he will be 
able to transform the cockney speaking Covent Garden flower girl, Eliza Doolittle, into a woman as 
poised and well-spoken as a duchess. The next morning, the girl appears at his laboratory on Wimpole 
Street to ask for speech lessons, offering to pay a shilling, so that she may speak properly enough to 
work in a flower shop. Higgins makes merciless fun of her, but is seduced by the idea of working his 
magic on her. Pickering goads him on by agreeing to cover the costs of the experiment if Higgins can 
pass Eliza off as a duchess at an ambassador's garden party. The challenge is taken, and Higgins starts 
by having his housekeeper bathe Eliza and give her new clothes. Then Eliza's father Alfred Doolittle 
comes to demand the return of his daughter, though his real intention is to hit Higgins up for some 
money. The professor, amused by Doolittle's unusual rhetoric, gives him five pounds. On his way out, 
the dustman fails to recognize the now clean, pretty flower girl as his daughter. 
For a number of months, Higgins trains Eliza to speak properly. Two trials for Eliza follow. The first 
occurs at Higgins' mother's home, where Eliza is introduced to the Eynsford Hills, a trio of mother, 
daughter, and son. The son Freddy is very attracted to her, and further taken with what he thinks is her 
affected "small talk" when she slips into cockney. Mrs. Higgins worries that the experiment will lead 
to problems once it is ended, but Higgins and Pickering are too absorbed in their game to take heed. A 
second trial, which takes place some months later at an ambassador's party (and which is not actually 
staged), is a resounding success. The wager is definitely won, but Higgins and Pickering are now bored 
with the project, which causes Eliza to be hurt. She throws Higgins' slippers at him in a rage because 
she does not know what is to become of her, thereby bewildering him. He suggests she marry 
somebody. She returns him the hired jewelry, and he accuses her of ingratitude. 
The following morning, Higgins rushes to his mother, in a panic because Eliza has run away. On his 
tail is Eliza's father, now unhappily rich from the trust of a deceased millionaire who took to heart 
Higgins' recommendation that Doolittle was England's "most original moralist." Mrs. Higgins, who has 
been hiding Eliza upstairs all along, chides the two of them for playing with the girl's affections. When 
she enters, Eliza thanks Pickering for always treating her like a lady, but threatens Higgins that she will 
go work with his rival phonetician, Nepommuck. The outraged Higgins cannot help but start to admire 
her. As Eliza leaves for her father's wedding, Higgins shouts out a few errands for her to run, assuming 
that she will return to him at Wimpole Street. Eliza, who has a lovelorn sweetheart in Freddy, and the 
wherewithal to pass as a duchess, never makes it clear whether she will or will not return. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Quiet American, Graham Greene (800L) 
"I never knew a man who had better motives for all the trouble he caused," Graham Greene's narrator 
Fowler remarks of Alden Pyle, the eponymous "Quiet American" of what is perhaps the most 
controversial novel of his career. Pyle is the brash young idealist sent out by Washington on a 
mysterious mission to Saigon, where the French Army struggles against the Vietminh guerrillas. 
As young Pyle's well-intentioned policies blunder into bloodshed, Fowler, a seasoned and cynical 
British reporter, finds it impossible to stand safely aside as an observer. But Fowler's motives for 
intervening are suspect, both to the police and himself, for Pyle has stolen Fowler's beautiful 
Vietnamese mistress. 
Originally published in 1956 and twice adapted to film, The Quiet American remains a terrifiying and 
prescient portrait of innocence at large. This Graham Greene Centennial Edition includes a new 
introductory essay by Robert Stone. 
Hotspots: mild drug use 
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The Rag and Bone Shop, Robert Cormier (730L) 
Jason Dorrant is 12 years old and something of a misfit. Quiet and shy, he is more comfortable around 
younger children than around his peers. For this reason, he is considered "slow" by people in his town. 
Jason has some friends, but they tend to be little kids like his 7–year–old pal Alicia Bartlett. THE RAG 
AND BONE SHOP reveals what happens after Alicia is discovered dead.It turns out that Jason had 
visited Alicia the day of her death. Jason wants to do all he can to help the police catch her killer. He 
agrees to tell them everything he knows. The police, meanwhile, suspect that Jason is the killer. They 
turn to a man named Mr. Trent who specializes in interrogation. Trent has never failed to get a criminal 
to confess. He is especially motivated in this case --- a senator with an interest in Alicia's murder has 
promised to help his career if he gets a confession. 
A good portion of the book takes place in a small, hot, windowless room --- the interrogation room. 
Cormier describes it in enough detail to make the reader as uncomfortable as Jason is while he is being 
questioned. The way Trent works is also detailed --- first he does everything he can to gain Jason's 
trust, then Trent tries to persuade him to confess to killing his young friend. At the same time, Jason 
struggles to understand both what Trent wants from him and what he remembers about Alicia's last day 
alive. 
Cormier moved smoothly between the two characters' points of view, building suspense and driving 
the story to its powerful conclusion. 
Hot Spots: some talk of violence and youth violence, description of girl found dead 
 
A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry (NP) 
Portrays a few weeks in the life of the Youngers, an African-American family living on  
the South Side of Chicago in the 1950s. When the play opens, the Youngers are about to  
receive an insurance check for $10,000. This money comes from the deceased Mr.  
Younger’s life insurance policy. Each of the adult members of the family has an idea as  
to what he or she would like to do with this money. The matriarch of the family, Mama,  
wants to buy a house to fulfill a dream she shared with her husband. Mama’s son, Walter  
Lee, would rather use the money to invest in a liquor store with his friends. He believes  
that the investment will solve the family’s financial problems forever. Walter’s wife,  
Ruth, agrees with Mama, however, and hopes that she and Walter can provide more  
space and opportunity for their son, Travis. Finally, Beneatha, Walter’s sister and  
Mama’s daughter, wants to use the money for her medical school tuition. She also wishes  
that her family members were not so interested in joining the white world. Beneatha  
instead tries to find her identity by looking back to the past and to Africa.  
Rationale: Historical context and themes, identity and race issues, AP Book list 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Rats Saw God, Rob Thomas (970L) 
In order to pass English class and graduate, 18-year-old Steve York has to write a 100- page essay 
about his life. What sounds like a run-of-the-mill writing assignment, however, becomes an excuse for 
Steve to reflect on the last four years (from Texas freshman to California senior), and figure out where 
it all went wrong. Maybe it was when he discovered that he really couldn't relate to his father, the 
Famous Astronaut. Or it could be because his "heart had been run through frappé, puree, and liquefy 
on a love blender" by his ex-girlfriend, Wanda "Dub" Varner. No matter where the finger of blame 
ends up pointing, it's a wild ride of self-enlightenment as Steve discovers that not all relationships are 
permanent, and that some--like the one with his dad--can be mended with a little work. 
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Hot Spots: reference to underage drinking and drug use 
 
Ready Player One, Ernest Cline (990L) 
In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when 
he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles 
hidden within this world's digital confines, puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the 
pop culture of decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them. 
When Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take this 
ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and confront the real 
world he's always been so desperate to escape. 
Hot Spots: sexual references, brief violence, profanity 
 
Redcoats and Rebels, Christopher Hibert 
This book gives students the perspective of British forces and loyalists in the colonies as the face 
George Washington’s Army. Christopher Hibert uses primary sources such as famous loyalist Peter 
Oliver in his description of the Redcoats of England and their battle to contain the rebellion in the 
colonies.  
Hot Spots:  This book depicts some violence in an academic and analytical manner. This book contains 
no inappropriate language. 
 
Right Behind You, Gail Giles (590L) 
Grade 8 Up—After setting his seven-year-old neighbor in Alaska on fire, Kip McFarland spends four 
years in a facility for violent juvenile offenders. When he is released at the age of 14, he, his father, 
and his new stepmother move to Indiana, with new names. For a while, Wade enjoys a normal life. 
Eventually, however, despite the warnings of his therapist, he sabotages his happiness in a drunken fit 
of rage. After he reveals his identity, the town turns on him and his family. Now, a coastal Texas town 
is their final shot at starting over. The cozy community appears to be a perfect haven, but Wade feels 
compelled to reveal his past to Sam, the beautiful and mysterious neighbor who is winning his heart—
and has a story of her own. Will she still accept him once she finds out he is a murderer? This quick 
read has a compelling story line, but the characters, especially the adults, are at times one-dimensional, 
with voices that are somewhat indistinguishable from one another. Reluctant readers will be drawn to 
the story's accessibility, and many teens will be pulled in by the larger questions the novel poses about 
innocence and acceptance. Despite its flaws, this book will be a hit with Giles's fans. 
Hot spots: violence 
 
The Road by Cormac McCarthy (670L) 
A post-apocalyptic novel that begins with a boy and his father trying to make it to the coast, continues 
with several scary encounters with “bad guys” and cannibals, and ends with the father dying from 
prolonged exposure to the smoke and ash of the ruined world; the boy is saved by a “good” family, 
who does not eat people.   
Hot Spots:  minor profanity, implied violence 
 
The Road to Character, David Brooks 
With the wisdom, humor, curiosity, and sharp insights that have brought millions of readers to his New 
York Times column and his previous bestsellers, David Brooks has consistently illuminated our daily 
lives in surprising and original ways. In The Social Animal, he explored the neuroscience of human 
connection and how we can flourish together. Now, in The Road to Character, he focuses on the 
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deeper values that should inform our lives. Responding to what he calls the culture of the Big Me, 
which emphasizes external success, Brooks challenges us, and himself, to rebalance the scales between 
our “résumé virtues”—achieving wealth, fame, and status—and our “eulogy virtues,” those that exist 
at the core of our being: kindness, bravery, honesty, or faithfulness, focusing on what kind of 
relationships we have formed. 
Looking to some of the world’s greatest thinkers and inspiring leaders, Brooks explores how, through 
internal struggle and a sense of their own limitations, they have built a strong inner character. Labor 
activist Frances Perkins understood the need to suppress parts of herself so that she could be an 
instrument in a larger cause. Dwight Eisenhower organized his life not around impulsive self-
expression but considered self-restraint. Dorothy Day, a devout Catholic convert and champion of the 
poor, learned as a young woman the vocabulary of simplicity and surrender. Civil rights pioneers A. 
Philip Randolph and Bayard Rustin learned reticence and the logic of self-discipline, the need to 
distrust oneself even while waging a noble crusade. 
Hot Spots: None 
 
Robinson Crusoe,  Daniel Dafoe  
A man who sails against his family's wishes.  He ends up becoming enslaved, joins an expedition, and 
eventually gets shipwrecked and left on an island.  He uses tools salvaged from the ship, learns to 
make pottery, raises goats, and traps animals.  He eventually discovers native cannibals on the island, 
but he escapes and eventually makes it back home.  However, his family believed he was dead, so 
nothing was left to him in his father's will.    
Hotspots: Animal brutality and minor swearing 
 
Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare (GN – 530) 
Told in the lyric style of Shakespearian sonnets, Romeo and Juliet begins with Romeo  
brooding over a woman whom he thinks he loves But when he meets Juliet at a  
masquerade, he realizes he “ne'er saw true beauty until this night” (Romeo and Juliet,  
1.5.54) The pair exchange a kiss at the ball and set events in motion When the lovers  
discover they are from rival families, they renounce their familial associations and vow  
their undying love for each other. To them, names seem trivial and “that which we call a  
rose / By any other name would smell as sweet” (Romeo and Juliet, 2.2.43–4). But while  
the young lovers recognize the folly of their families feud, they cannot help being  
dragged into it by an unenlightened society unwilling to make peace.  
Hot Spots:  Suicide, parent defiance  
Rationale: AP Book list 
 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, Tom Stoppard (NP) 
The play concerns the misadventures and musings of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, two minor 
characters from William Shakespeare's Hamlet who are childhood friends of the Prince, focusing on 
their actions with the events of Hamlet as background. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead is 
structured as the inverse of Hamlet; the title characters are the leads, not supporting players, and 
Hamlet himself has only a small part. The duo appears on stage here when they are off-stage in 
Shakespeare's play, with the exception of a few short scenes in which the dramatic events of both plays 
coincide. In Hamlet, the King uses Rosencrantz and Guildenstern in an attempt to discover Hamlet's 
motives and to plot against him. Hamlet, however, mocks them derisively and outwits them, so that 
they, rather than he, are killed in the end. Thus, from Rosencrantz and Guildenstern's perspective, the 
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action in Hamlet is largely nonsensically comical.  After the two characters witness a performance of 
The Murder of Gonzago - the story within a story in the play Hamlet - they find themselves on a boat 
taking prince Hamlet to England with the troupe that staged the performance. During the voyage, they 
are ambushed by pirates and lose their prisoner, Hamlet, before resigning themselves to their fate. 
Hotspots: Some violence 
 
Rumble Fish, S.E. Hinton (680L) 
A fourteen year old idolizes his big brother—the toughest streetfighter in the city. 
Hot Spots: violence  
 
Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, Yuval Noah Harari  
From a renowned historian comes a groundbreaking narrative of humanity’s creation and evolution—a 
#1 international bestseller—that explores the ways in which biology and history have defined us and 
enhanced our understanding of what it means to be “human.” 
One hundred thousand years ago, at least six different species of humans inhabited Earth. Yet today 
there is only one—homo sapiens. What happened to the others? And what may happen to us? 
Most books about the history of humanity pursue either a historical or a biological approach, but Dr. 
Yuval Noah Harari breaks the mold with this highly original book that begins about 70,000 years ago 
with the appearance of modern cognition. From examining the role evolving humans have played in 
the global ecosystem to charting the rise of empires, Sapiens integrates history and science to 
reconsider accepted narratives, connect past developments with contemporary concerns, and examine 
specific events within the context of larger ideas. 
Dr. Harari also compels us to look ahead, because over the last few decades humans have begun to 
bend laws of natural selection that have governed life for the past four billion years. We are acquiring 
the ability to design not only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us, and 
what do we want to become? 
Featuring 27 photographs, 6 maps, and 25 illustrations/diagrams, this provocative and insightful work 
is sure to spark debate and is essential reading for aficionados of Jared Diamond, James Gleick, Matt 
Ridley, Robert Wright, and Sharon Moalem. 
Hotspots: Religion 
 
Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne (1420L) 
In the early days of Puritan Boston Hester Prynne braves the stigma of adultery by wearing the 
embroidered scarlet "A" on her clothing. Hill's reading captures the story's pathos and gives the reader 
empathy for the characters while clarifying Hawthorne's views. Hill distinctly portrays each character 
and reads the narration clearly and swiftly. The pace conveys a sense of urgency and breathlessness. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Scorpions, Walter Dean Myers (610L) 
Twelve-year-old Jamal is in trouble at home, at school, and on the street. His big brother, the leader of 
the Harlem Scorpions, is in jail for robbery. Now Jamal is expected to lead the gang and even has to 
carry a gun. When two of the Scorpions call him out to the park to challenge his leadership, Jamal 
takes the gun with him—a decision that will change his life forever. Scorpions is a powerful portrayal 
of the fear, frustration, and despair of inner city life and gang pressure. 
Hot Spots: none 
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Seabiscuit: An American Legend, Laura Hillenbrand (990L) 
Hillenbrand brilliantly re-creates a universal underdog story, one that proves life is a horse race. 
Seabiscuit was one of the most electrifying and popular attractions in sports history and the single 
biggest newsmaker in the world in 1938, receiving more coverage than FDR, Hitler, or Mussolini. But 
his success was a surprise to the racing establishment, which had written off the crooked-legged 
racehorse with the sad tail. Three men changed Seabiscuit’s fortunes: Charles Howard was a onetime 
bicycle repairman who introduced the automobile to the western United States and became an 
overnight millionaire. When he needed a trainer for his new racehorses, he hired Tom Smith, a 
mysterious mustang breaker from the Colorado plains. Smith urged Howard to buy Seabiscuit for a 
bargain-basement price, then hired as his jockey Red Pollard, a failed boxer who was blind in one eye, 
half-crippled, and prone to quoting passages from Ralph Waldo Emerson. Over four years, these 
unlikely partners survived a phenomenal run of bad fortune, conspiracy, and severe injury to transform 
Seabiscuit from a neurotic, pathologically indolent also-ran into an American sports icon. 
Hot Spots: none  
 
The Seamstress: A Memoir of Survival, Sara Tuval Bernstein, Marlene Bernstein 
Samuels 
Growing up, Sara (Seren) Tuvel was the smartest, most ambitious girl in her Romanian mountain 
village. When she won and accepted a scholarship to a Gentiles-only Gymnasium, she was forced to 
make a decision that would change her path forever. At thirteen, faced with a teacher's anti-Semitism, 
Seren walked out of her classroom and into a new existence. She became the apprentice to a 
seamstress, and her skill with needle and thread enabled her again and again to patch the fraying pieces 
of her life. As the Nazis encircled the country and bombs rained down, Seren stitched her way to 
survival, scraping together enough money to provide for her family. When she, her younger sister 
Esther, and two friends were sent to the Ravensbruck concentration camp in Germany, the four girls 
became one another's shelter. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Secret Life of Bees, Sue Monk Kidd (840L)   
Lily Owens knows very little of the mother who was accidentally killed when Lily was  
young.  The only mother 13-year-old Lily has ever known is her black housekeeper  
Rosaleen. When Rosaleen insults a white man in their southern town during the Civil  
Rights Movement, the two escape to Tiburon, South Carolina and to the home of three  
sister-beekeepers. Here Lily learns about love and trust from these strong black women  
who hold the secret to understanding her mother.   
Hot Spots: Racism, spiritual questions, suicide   
Rationale: Coming of age, historical context and themes, identity and race issues 
 
A Short History of Nearly Everything, Bill Bryson (1190L) 
In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail—well, most of it. In A Sunburned 
Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to offer. Now, in his biggest 
book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to understand—and, if possible, answer—the oldest, biggest 
questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the Big 
Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got from there being nothing at all 
to there being us. To that end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s most advanced (and 
often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and mathematicians, travelling to their offices, 
laboratories, and field camps. He has read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them with questions, 
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apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A Short History of Nearly Everything is the record of this 
quest, and it is a sometimes profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining 
adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never been 
more involving or entertaining. 
Hotspots: mild language 
 
Siddhartha, Herman Hesse (1010L) 
Siddhartha tells the story of the spiritual journey of an Indian youth during the time of the Buddha. 
The hero, a young man born into a life of privilege, rejects his heritage and embarks on a personal 
quest for truth. His experiences teach him about the pain and pleasures of the world and ultimately lead 
him to enlightenment.  
Hot spots: none. 
 
Silent Spring, Rachel Carson (1340L) 
Silent Spring, released in 1962, offered the first shattering look at widespread ecological degradation 
and touched off an environmental awareness that still exists. Rachel Carson's book focused on the 
poisons from insecticides, weed killers, and other common products as well as the use of sprays in 
agriculture, a practice that led to dangerous chemicals to the food source. Carson argued that those 
chemicals were more dangerous than radiation and that for the first time in history, humans were 
exposed to chemicals that stayed in their systems from birth to death. Presented with thorough 
documentation, the book opened more than a few eyes about the dangers of the modern world and 
stands today as a landmark work. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Anonymous (890L) 
Medieval Arthurian romance. Complex plot, rich language, and medieval symbolism. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Slaughterhouse 5,  Kurt Vonnegut Jr. (850L) 
The narrator begins the novel telling his connection to the Dresden bombing, why he is recording it, a 
self-description (of self and book), and of the fact that he believes it is a desperate attempt at scholarly 
work. He then segues to the story of Billy Pilgrim: "Listen: Billy Pilgrim has come unstuck in time", 
thus, the transition from the writer's perspective to that of the third-person, omniscient Narrator. 
Kilgore Trout, whom Billy Pilgrim meets operating a newspaper delivery business, can be seen as 
Vonnegut's alter ego, though the two differ in some respects. For example, Trout's career as a science 
fiction novelist is checkered with thieving publishers, and the fictional author is unaware of his 
readership. 

Hotspots: Descriptions of war, depictions of sex, black humor 

Merits: Ties into the genre of Naturalistic writing that is addressed in American Literature 
 
The Social Animal, David Brooks 
With unequaled insight and brio, New York Times columnist David Brooks has long explored and 
explained the way we live. Now Brooks turns to the building blocks of human flourishing in a 
multilayered, profoundly illuminating work grounded in everyday life. This is the story of how success 
happens, told through the lives of one composite American couple, Harold and Erica. Drawing on a 
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wealth of current research from numerous disciplines, Brooks takes Harold and Erica from infancy to 
old age, illustrating a fundamental new understanding of human nature along the way: The 
unconscious mind, it turns out, is not a dark, vestigial place, but a creative one, where most of the 
brain’s work gets done. This is the realm where character is formed and where our most important life 
decisions are made—the natural habitat of The Social Animal. Brooks reveals the deeply social aspect 
of our minds and exposes the bias in modern culture that overemphasizes rationalism, individualism, 
and IQ. He demolishes conventional definitions of success and looks toward a culture based on trust 
and humility. The Social Animal is a moving intellectual adventure, a story of achievement and a 
defense of progress. It is an essential book for our time—one that will have broad social impact and 
will change the way we see ourselves and the world. 

Hotspots: References to sex and violence, strong language 
Grades: 11-12 
 
Sold, Patricia McCormick (820L) 
Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who lives with her family in a small hut on a mountain in Nepal. 
Though she is desperately poor, her life is full of simple pleasures, like playing hopscotch with her best 
friend from school, and having her mother brush her hair by the light of an oil lamp. But when the 
harsh Himalayan monsoons wash away all that remains of the family’s crops, Lakshmi’s stepfather 
says she must leave home and take a job to support her family. He introduces her to a glamorous 
stranger who tells her she will find her a job as a maid in the city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi 
journeys to India and arrives at “Happiness House” full of hope.  But she soon learns the unthinkable 
truth:  she has been sold into prostitution. An old woman named Mumtaz rules the brothel with cruelty 
and cunning.  She tells Lakshmi that she is trapped there until she can pay off her family’s debt—then 
cheats Lakshmi of her meager earnings so that she can never leave.  
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Spanish Tragedy,  Thomas Kyd 
The story is about a play within a play. It deals with similar themes, plot lines, and characters of 
Shakespeare. The story is a tragedy of a King overthrow. 
Hotspots:  Death 
 
Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson (680L) 
Since the beginning of the school year, high school freshman Melinda has found that it's been getting 
harder and harder for her to speak out loud: "My throat is always sore, my lips raw.... Every time I try 
to talk to my parents or a teacher, I sputter or freeze.... It's like I have some kind of spastic laryngitis." 
What could have caused Melinda to suddenly fall mute? Could it be due to the fact that no one at 
school is speaking to her because she called the cops and got everyone busted at the seniors' big end-
of-summer party? Or maybe it's because her parents' only form of communication is Post-It notes 
written on their way out the door to their nine-to-whenever jobs. While Melinda is bothered by these 
things, deep down she knows the real reason why she's been struck mute.   
Hot Spot: Date rape 
 
Starship Troopers, Robert Heinlein (1020L) 
Starship Troopers is the story of a young soldier in a futuristic military unit, told against the backdrop 
of an interstellar war between mankind and an alien species called "the Bugs". Through Rico's eyes, 
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Heinlein examines moral and philosophical aspects of suffrage, civic virtue, the necessities of war and 
capital punishment, and the nature of juvenile delinquency.  
Hot spots: none. 
 
Start With Why: How Great Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action, Simon 
Sinek  
In 2009, Simon Sinek started a movement to help people become more inspired at work, and in turn 
inspire their colleagues and customers. Since then, millions have been touched by the power of his 
ideas, including more than 28 million who’ve watched his TED Talk based on START WITH WHY -- 
the third most popular TED video of all time. 
Sinek starts with a fundamental question: Why are some people and organizations more innovative, 
more influential, and more profitable than others? Why do some command greater loyalty from 
customers and employees alike? Even among the successful, why are so few able to repeat their 
success over and over?  
 People like Martin Luther King Jr., Steve Jobs, and the Wright Brothers had little in common, but they 
all started with WHY. They realized that people won't truly buy into a product, service, movement, or 
idea until they understand the WHY behind it.   
START WITH WHY shows that the leaders who've had the greatest influence in the world all think, 
act, and communicate the same way -- and it's the opposite of what everyone else does. Sinek calls this 
powerful idea The Golden Circle, and it provides a framework upon which organizations can be built, 
movements can be led, and people can be inspired. And it all starts with WHY. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Story of the Human Body, Daniel Lieberman 
In this landmark book of popular science, Daniel E. Lieberman gives us a lucid and engaging account 
of how the human body evolved over millions of years. He illuminates the major transformations that 
contributed to key adaptations to the body: the rise of bipedalism; the shift to a non-fruit-based diet; 
the advent of hunting and gathering; and how cultural changes like the Agricultural and Industrial 
Revolutions have impacted us physically. He shows how the increasing disparity between the jumble 
of adaptations in our Stone Age bodies and advancements in the modern world is occasioning a 
paradox: greater longevity but increased chronic disease. And finally—provocatively—he advocates 
the use of evolutionary information to help nudge, push, and sometimes even compel us to create a 
more salubrious environment and pursue better lifestyles.  
Hotspots:  none 
 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson (1040L) 
This novel is about a London lawyer named Gabriel John Utterson who investigates strange 
occurrences between his old friend, Dr Henry Jekyll, and the mischievous Edward Hyde. This story 
details the rise and fall of Dr. Henry Jekyll through the internal struggle to control Edward Hyde. 
Published in 1886, the work is known for its vivid portrayal of a split personality, split in the sense that 
within the same person there is both an apparently good and an evil personality each being quite 
distinct from the other. The novel’s impact is such that it has become a part of the language, with the 
phrase "Jekyll and Hyde" coming to mean a person who is vastly different in moral character from one 
situation to the next.  
Hot Spots: Violence 
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The Stranger, Albert Camus (880L) 
A young Algerian, Meursault, afflicted with a sort of aimless inertia, becomes embroiled in the petty 
intrigues of a local pimp and, somewhat inexplicably, ends up killing a man. Once he's imprisoned and 
eventually brought to trial, his crime, it becomes apparent, is not so much the arguably defensible 
murder he has committed as it is his deficient character. The trial's proceedings are absurd, a parsing of 
incidental trivialities--that Meursault, for instance, seemed unmoved by his own mother's death and 
then attended a comic movie the evening after her funeral are two ostensibly damning facts--so that the 
eventual sentence the jury issues is both ridiculous and inevitable. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Stranger in a Strange Land, Robert A. Heinlein (940L)  
Though this fascinating and controversial novel begins on Mars, the vast majority of the story is set on 
earth and concerns terrestrial pre-occupations such as sex and religion, and yet despite the largely 
earth-bound setting, Mars and Martians remain at the heart of the story, mirroring back an avalanche of 
ideas on the human condition, both the sacred and profane. For those familiar with the work of 
Rudyard Kipling, the story begins in somewhat familiar fashion, and apparently was inspired by 
Heinlein's then wife Ginny, who suggested a science fiction twist on the Jungle Book stories. This was 
in 1949, but it was not actually until 1961 and after a number of false starts that Heinlein was to finish 
the mowgli-like tale of a human raised by Martians. As the sole unexpected progeny of a first 
disastrous Martian expedition, Valentine Michael (Mike) Smith is returned to earth 25 years later as a 
young man with no concept of what it is to be human. Mike is basically Martian, and not only has an 
entirely Martian philosophy to life, but some seriously superhuman abilities. (438 pages) 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Street, Ann Petry   
The Street tells the heartbreaking story of Lutie Johnson, a young black woman, and her  
relentless struggle to raise her adolescent son in 1940’s Harlem despite the raging and  
constant forces of poverty, violence, and racial discord. In her struggle to maintain a  
future for her son, Lutie struggles to grasp the harsh reality that Harlem brings to a single  
black mother. As her son becomes older and more “street wise”, Lutie begins to realize  
that she loses identity in a city that consumes the identities of thousands for the purpose  
of creating and advancing America. This book explores the question if characters living  
in Harlem ever had a chance to succeed in America.   
Hot spots: Suggestive language, minor sexual references, references to alcohol, some  
violence 
 
A Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams  
In this play, Williams has created a world of disillusionment and disappointment. Set in  
the 1930’s in New Orleans, Louisiana, characters struggle to piece together their own  
lives with the constant array of poverty, and the realization of age. It is a story of Blanche  
DuBois, a woman coming to realize that beauty fades with age. In her attempt to hang on  
to happiness she once had, she moves in with her sister, Stella, and her husband, Stanley.   
This move creates tension within the family illustrating the mental illness within Blanche,  
the brute and hatred in Stanley, and the depression suffered by Stella. As reality sets in  
each character, Williams is able to depict the modern day tragedy.   
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Hot Spots: References to sexuality, some mild language, rape  
 
Stuck in Neutral, Terry Trueman (820L) 
Shawn is a normal teenage boy. He likes girls, he likes music and television. However, there is one 
thing about him that's special: he is physically incapable of movement. He can't move his legs, arms, 
mouth, eyes, toes or anything. He can't move at all. He sits there drooling in his wheelchair. The world 
looks at him as mentally retarded, simply because he looks different and can't speak or move. On the 
contrary, he is more intelligent than most people. He understands everything that is said about him, but 
no one knows. No one knows him for who he is and no one even knows that he can think. Shawn is 
noticing something weird about his father. He's making weird comments such as, "I want to put you 
out of your pain," and "What is the purpose of your life?" Shawn is certain his father is going to kill 
him. But Shawn can't tell anyone or even fight back. 
Hot spots: Sexual references, some violence. 
 
Subliminal: How Your Unconscious Mind Rules Your Behavior, L. Mlodinow 
Over the past two decades of neurological research, it has become increasingly clear that the way we 
experience the world--our perception, behavior, memory, and social judgment--is largely driven by the 
mind's subliminal processes and not by the conscious ones, as we have long believed. In Subliminal, 
Leonard Mlodinow employs his signature concise, accessible explanations of the most obscure 
scientific subjects to unravel the complexities of the subliminal mind. In the process he shows the 
many ways it influences how we misperceive our relationships with family, friends, and business 
associates; how we misunderstand the reasons for our investment decisions; and how we misremember 
important events--along the way, changing our view of ourselves and the world around us. 
Hotspots: none 
 
The Sun Also Rises, Ernest Hemingway (1420L) 
The quintessential novel of the Lost Generation, The Sun Also Rises is one of Ernest Hemingway's 
masterpieces and a classic example of his spare but powerful writing style. A poignant look at the 
disillusionment and angst of the post-World War I generation, the novel introduces two of 
Hemingway's most unforgettable characters: Jake Barnes and Lady Brett Ashley. The story follows the 
flamboyant Brett and the hapless Jake as they journey from the wild nightlife of 1920s Paris to the 
brutal bullfighting rings of Spain with a motley group of expatriates. It is an age of moral bankruptcy, 
spiritual dissolution, unrealized love, and vanishing illusions. First published in 1926, The Sun Also 
Rises helped to establish Hemingway as one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century. 
Hotspots: Profanity, drugs, violence 
 
Sunrise over Fallujah, Walter Dean Myers (780L) 
Parents aspire for him to go to college, but following September 11, he feels compelled to join the 
Army instead. By early 2003, Robin has completed Basic Training and is deployed to Iraq where he 
becomes part of a Civil Affairs Unit charged with building the trust of the Iraqi people to minimize 
fighting. Robin quickly learns that the situation in Iraq will not be resolved easily and that much of 
what is happening there will never make the news. Facing the horrors of war, Robin tries to remain 
hopeful and comforting in his letters to his family, never showing his fear or the danger he actually 
faces.  
Hot Spots: none 
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Survival of the Sickest,  Dr. Sharon Moalem 
Sharon Moalem MD, PhD, is an award winning neurogeneticist and evolutionary biologist. His work 
brings evolution, genetics, biology and medicine together to explain how the body works in new and 
fascinating ways. This book challenges the reader to think about the different ways we think about our 
body and our health. It is a book about medicine and myth. It deals with issues of humanity and 
evolution and questions the value of medicine.  
Hot Spots: none 
 
A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens (990L) 
The two cities are Paris and London. The story begins in 1775, fourteen years before the outbreak of 
the French Revolution, and the main action takes place in the first two years of that appalling carnival. 
Alexandre Manette, a French physician, had spent eighteen years in the Bastile, a prisoner against 
whom no charge was brought and who had no hope of a trial. His mind became affected by this great 
injustice, and he was still in that condition when his daughter and her lawyer found him in a room over 
Defarge's wine-shop. His daughter Lucie, the heroine of the tale, had two lovers, one of whom, passing 
under the name of Charles Darnay, was in reality the Marquis St. Evrémonde, living in London as a 
teacher of French; the other was Sydney Carton, a natural gentleman and brave man, who had allowed 
his passion for strong drink to ruin his life. She preferred Darnay, whom she loved devotedly; and 
Carton not only accepted his fate but studied to serve his successful rival and his lost love. 
Rationale: AP book list, historical context, theme of sacrifice, character development 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Taming of the Shrew, William Shakespeare (1340L) 
This play begins with a framing device, often referred to as the Induction, in which a tinker named Sly 
is tricked into thinking he is a nobleman by a mischievous Lord. The Lord has a play performed for 
Sly's amusement with a primary and sub-plot. The main plot depicts the courting of Petruchio, a 
gentleman of Verona, and Katherina, the headstrong, obdurate, and eponymous shrew. Katherina is at 
first an unwilling participant in the relationship, but Petruchio tempers her with various psychological 
torments - the "taming" - until she is an obedient bride. The sub-plot features a competition between 
the suitors of Katherina's less intractable sister, Bianca. 
Hot Spots: none 
 

Tattoos on the Heart, Gregory Boyle 
In this artful, disquieting, yet surprisingly jubilant memoir, Jesuit priest Boyle recounts his two 
decades of working with homies in Los Angeles County. Boyle's Homeboy Industries is the largest 
gang intervention program in the country, offering job training, tattoo removal, and employment to 
members of enemy gangs. As Boyle enlightens where the responsibility for urban violence lies, he 
both recounts the despair of watching the kids we love cooperate in their own demise and levels the 
challenge to readers to stand in awe at what the poor have to carry rather than stand in judgment at how 
they carry it. From moving vignettes about gangsters breaking into tears or finding themselves worthy 
of love and affirmation, to moments of spiritual reflection and funny wit between him and “the 
homies”, Boyle creates a convincing and even joyful treatise on the sacredness of every life. 
Considering that he has buried more than 150 young people from gang-related violence, the joyful 
tenor of the book remains an astounding literary and spiritual feat. 
Hotspots: Gang violence, strong language  
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Grades: 11-12 
 
The Tempest, William Shakespeare (1290L) 
Shakespeare’s final play, The Tempest is a story of magic, revenge, and intrigue. The magician 
Prospero, exiled Duke of Milan, wreaks justice on the brother who usurped his position and set him 
adrift with his infant daughter. Written as England was embarking on a centuries-long program of 
world conquest, the play may be read as a prescient critique of European colonialism.  
Hot spots: none 
 
 
 
Tess of D’Ubervilles, Thomas Hardy (1160L) 
The poor peddler John Durbeyfield is stunned to learn that he is the descendent of an ancient noble 
family, the d’Urbervilles. Meanwhile, Tess, his eldest daughter, joins the other village girls in the May 
Day dance, where Tess briefly exchanges glances with a young man. Mr. Durbeyfield and his wife 
decide to send Tess to the d’Urberville mansion, where they hope Mrs. d’Urberville will make Tess’s 
fortune. In reality, Mrs. d’Urberville is no relation to Tess at all: her husband, the merchant Simon 
Stokes, simply changed his name to d’Urberville after he retired. But Tess does not know this fact, and 
when the lascivious Alec d’Urberville, Mrs. d’Urberville’s son, procures Tess a job tending fowls on 
the d’Urberville estate, Tess has no choice but to accept, since she blames herself for an accident 
involving the family’s horse, its only means of income. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
That Was Then, This Is Now, S. E. Hinton (780L) 
Bryon and Mark aren’t related, but they are as close as brothers. Ever since his parents died when he 
was nine, Mark has lived with Bryon and his mother. Now at 16 they like to reminisce about old 
times—the fights and pranks at school, smoking and swearing—junk they got into when they were 
younger. But lately things have been different. Bryon starts spending a lot of time with Cathy, and she 
makes him feel there are some things worth working for. He grows bored with all the fighting, the 
dead-end choices of life on the streets. And as Bryon’s life takes one direction, Mark’s life takes 
another. When Bryon discovers that Mark is pushing drugs, he faces a choice that could ruin their 
friendship. 
Hot Spots: story revolves around drugs. 
 
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston (1080L) 
It was the time for sitting on porches beside the road. It was the time to hear things and  
talk. These sitters had been tongueless, earless, eyeless conveniences all day long. Mules  
and other brutes had occupied their skins. But now, the sun and the bossman were gone,  
so the skins felt powerful and human. They became lords of sounds and lesser things.  
They passed nations through their mouths. They sat in judgment.  
 One person the citizens of Eaton are inclined to judge is Janie Crawford, who has  
married three men and been tried for the murder of one of them. Janie feels no  
compulsion to justify herself to the town, but she does explain herself to her friend,  
Phoeby, with the implicit understanding that Phoeby can "tell 'em what Ah say if you  
wants to. Dat's just de same as me 'cause mah tongue is in mah friend's mouf." 
Hot Spots: none 
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These is My Words, Nancy Turner (1110L) 

The Diary of Sarah Agnes Prine, 1881-1901, a real woman (the author’s own great-grandmother) who 
lived and homesteaded in the Arizona Territories of frontier times. Though somewhat fictionalized in 
its account of Sarah’s life, her story is compelling and vivid as she records the harsh life required 
of her in the wild, wild west. She begins recording her words at the tender age of 17; by the book’s 
end twenty years later, she has seen more than her fair share of Indian raids, gritty frontier life, and 
heartache and loss. By her 21st birthday, Sarah has recorded a loveless marriage to a childhood friend, 
the birth of her first child, the death of her first husband, and the establishment of a profitable cattle 
ranch. Then along comes Captain Jack Elliot, a tall, handsome and brave cavalry officer to romance 
Sarah and show her what it’s like to be truly loved. It’s this love story between Sarah and Jack which 
prevails and entrances throughout the rest of the novel. Through her diary entries, the reader witnesses 
Sarah’s transformation from young, rough, and uneducated (the initial grammar and writing is 
unpolished) to mature, tender, and articulate; an adored wife, a loving mother, a strong and courageous 
woman of purpose. 

Hot Spots: Minor profanity, Occurrence of  rape and attempted rape, violence 
 
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe (890L) 
Okonkwo is a wealthy and respected warrior of the Umuofia clan, a lower Nigerian tribe  
that is part of a consortium of nine connected villages. He is haunted by the actions of  
Unoka, his cowardly and spendthrift father, who died in disrepute, leaving many village  
debts unsettled. In response, Okonkwo becomes a clansman, warrior, farmer, and family  
provider extraordinaire. He has a twelve-year-old son named Nwoye whom he finds lazy;  
Okonkwo worries that Nwoye will end up a failure like Unoka.  
Hot Spot: Suicide 
Rationale: Cross-cultural literature, AP Book list, man within society theme 
 
Things They Carried, Tim O'Brien (880L) 
The protagonist, who is named Tim O’Brien, begins by describing an event that occurred  
in the middle of his Vietnam experience. “The Things They Carried” catalogs the variety  
of things his fellow soldiers in the Alpha Company brought on their missions. Several of  
these things are intangible, including guilt and fear, while others are specific physical  
objects, including matches, morphine, M-16 rifles, and M&M’s can. 
Hot Spots: language, drugs, violence/war, death 
 
This I Believe, Jay Allison and Dan Gediman 
In the 1950s, the Edward R. Murrow–hosted radio program This I Believe prompted Americans to 
briefly explain their most cherished beliefs, be they religious or purely pragmatic. Since the program's 
2005 renaissance as a weekly NPR segment, Allison (the host) and Gediman (the executive producer) 
have collected some of the best essays from This I Believe then and now. "Your personal credo" is 
what Allison calls it in the book's introduction, noting that today's program is distinguished from the 
1950s version in soliciting submissions from ordinary Americans from all walks of life. These make up 
some of the book's most powerful and memorable moments, from the surgeon whose illiterate mother 



Revised 6/29/20 

changed his early life with faith and a library card to the English professor whose poetry helped him 
process a traumatic childhood event. And in one of the book's most unusual essays, a Burmese 
immigrant confides that he believes in feeding monkeys on his birthday because a Buddhist monk once 
prophesied that if he followed this ritual, his family would prosper. There are luminaries here, too, 
including Gloria Steinem, Warren Christopher, Helen Keller, Isabel Allende, Eleanor Roosevelt, John 
Updike 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Through A Dog’s Eyes, Jennifer Arnold  
Few people are more qualified to speak about the abilities and potential of dogs than Jennifer Arnold, 
who for twenty years has trained service dogs for people with physical disabilities and special needs. 
Through her unique understanding of dogs’ intelligence, sensitivity, and extrasensory skills, Arnold 
has developed an exemplary training method that is based on kindness and encouragement rather than 
fear and submission, and her results are extraordinary.  To Jennifer Arnold, dogs are neither wolves in 
need of a pack leader nor babies in need of coddling; rather, they are extremely trusting beings attuned 
to their owners’ needs, and they aim to please. Stories from Arnold’s life and the lives of the dogs who 
were her greatest teachers provide convincing and compelling testimony to her choice teaching method 
and make Through a Dog’s Eyes an unforgettable book that will forever change your relationship with 
your dog. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Through the Looking-Glass, Lewis Carroll 
Sequel to Alice in Wonderland: Alice visits a chaotic dreamscape on the other side of the mirror. 
Allows exploration of logic, nonsense, mathematics, chess, and psychological symbolism. No potential 
hot-spots (except that it's perceived as a children's book). 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Time Machine, H.G. Wells (860L) 
An unnamed time traveler sees the future of man (802,701 A.D.) and then the inevitable future of the 
world. He tells his tale in detail. 
Hot Spots: Author was subject to public controversy concerning “free love”,  women’s rights, and was 
a life-long supporter of Socialism. 
 Hot Spots: none 
 
The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference, Malcolm 
Gladwell (1160L) 
The tipping point is that magic moment when an idea, trend, or social behavior crosses a threshold, 
tips, and spreads like wildfire. Just as a single sick person can start an epidemic of the flu, so too can a 
small but precisely targeted push cause a fashion trend, the popularity of a new product, or a drop in 
the crime rate. This widely acclaimed bestseller, in which Malcolm Gladwell explores and brilliantly 
illuminates the tipping point phenomenon, is already changing the way people throughout the world 
think about selling products and disseminating ideas. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Tortilla Curtain, T.C. Boyle (1210L) 
In this explosive and timely novel, T. Coraghessan Boyle explores an issue that is at the forefront of 
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the political arena. He confronts the controversy over illegal immigration head-on, illuminating 
through a poignant, gripping story the people on both sides of the issue, the haves and the have-nots.  
        In Southern California's Topanga Canyon, two couples live in close proximity and yet are worlds 
apart. High atop a hill overlooking the canyon, nature writer Delaney Mossbacher and his wife, real 
estate agent Kyra Menaker-Mossbacher, reside in an exclusive, secluded housing development with 
their son, Jordan. The Mossbachers are agnostic liberals with a passion for recycling and fitness. 
Camped out in a ravine at the bottom of the canyon are Cándido and América Rincón, a Mexican 
couple who have crossed the border illegally. On the edge of starvation, they search desperately for 
work in the hope of moving into an apartment before their baby is born. They cling to their vision of 
the American dream, which, no matter how hard they try to achieve it, manages to elude their grasp at 
every turn.  
        A chance, violent encounter brings together Delaney and Cándido, instigating a chain of events 
that eventually culminates in a harrowing confrontation. The novel shifts back and forth between the 
two couples, giving voice to each of the four main characters as their lives become inextricably 
intertwined and their worlds collide. The Rincóns' search for the American dream, and the 
Mossbacher's attempts to protect it, comprise the heart of the story. In scenes that are alternately 
comic, frightening, and satirical, but always all "too real," Boyle confronts not only immigration but 
social consciousness, environmental awareness, crime, and unemployment in a tale that raises the 
curtain on the dark side of the American dream. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
To Kill A Mockingbird,  Harper Lee (870L) 
Scout and Jem Finch are growing up in the tired old Alabama town of Maycomb. Their father, Atticus, 
is the local lawyer and as a single parent tries to raise his children with honor and respect to their 
individualism. With the Depression times are hard, and there is no money to be found anywhere in 
town. 
To amuse themselves Scout, Jem, and their best friend Dill begin a relentless campaign during their 
summer times to get Boo Radley, their reclusive, legendary neighbor, to come out of his house. Atticus 
forbids them to have anything to do with Mr. Radley, urging them to let the poor man be. 
Atticus takes on a case that affects him and his family. A black man, Tom Robinson, is accused of 
beating and raping a white woman, Mayella Ewell. Most of the county is convinced immediately that 
Tom is guilty of the crime, and look at Atticus in a very negative way for actually defending him.  
Atticus proves that to the jury Robinson’s innocence, however, Tom is found guilty. Scout and Jem 
begin to realize that many people in town are very prejudiced against blacks, and their hearts are 
saddened by it. It is hard for them to understand how people can be so mean to each other, and they 
both begin to see that, even in court where things are supposed to be unbiased, men's hearts bring in 
their own hatreds. It isn't much longer that Tom is shot and killed for trying to escape while in prison. 
Jem especially takes the whole affair hard, and it takes him a long time to come to grips with the jury's 
decision, and Tom's death. 
After the trial has died down Bob Ewell, Mayella's father, begins threatening Atticus for embarrassing 
him in court, and resolves that he'll get him back one way or another. Time crawls past, and finally 
Bob Ewell is good to his word and attacks the children Halloween night with a knife. He breaks Jem's 
arm and almost kills Scout, but Boo Radley, of all people, comes to their rescue and saves them. The 
sheriff, Heck Tate, hushes the whole thing over so Boo Radley will not be dragged into the spotlight, 
and Scout is thrilled to finally get to meet the man they for so long fantasized about. As she walks him 
back home, she realizes that all this time he was watching them from his front porch windows, and just 
for a little while she is able to “stand in his shoes”. 
Hot Spots: race hatred, racial slurs, rape referenced but no direct details 
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Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain (830L) 
Take a lighthearted, nostalgic trip to a simpler time, seen through the eyes of a special boy named Tom 
Sawyer.  It is a summertime world of hooky and adventure, pranks and punishment, villains and young 
love. 
Hot spots: Historical racially insensitive language 
 
Touching Spirit Bear, Ben Mikaelsen (670L) 
Cole Matthews is a violent teen offender convicted of viciously beating a classmate, Peter, causing 
neurological and psychological problems. Cole elects to participate in Circle Justice, an alternative 
sentencing program based on traditional Native American practices that results in his being banished to 
a remote Alaskan Island where he is left to survive for a year. Cynical and street smart, he expects to 
fake his way through the preliminaries, escape by swimming off the island, and beat the system, again. 
But his encounter with the Spirit Bear of the title leaves him desperately wounded and gives him six 
months of hospitalization to reconsider his options. Mikaelsen's portrayal of this angry, manipulative, 
damaged teen is dead on. Cole's gradual transformation into a human kind of being happens in fits and 
starts. He realizes he must accept responsibility for what he has done, but his pride, pain, and 
conditioning continue to interfere. He learns that his anger may never be gone, but that he can learn to 
control it. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson (1070L) 
Treasure Island is perhaps the classic pirate's tale. Robert Louis Stevenson, the author, created a rich 
story of adventure and treachery on the high seas all seen through the eyes of a boy named Jim 
Hawkins. Jim starts off as the son of tavern owners in a humble little port village. When an old seaman 
stays at the tavern, trouble soon follows him in the form of a pirate crew seeking revenge 
Hot Spots:  Mild reference to religion, weapons, alcohol 
 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Betty Smith (810L) 
The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the  
century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale filled  
with compassion and cruelty, laughter and heartache, crowded with life and people and  
incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and her bittersweet  
formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired millions of  
readers for more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming, sublime, heartbreaking, and  
uplifting, the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are raw with honesty and  
tenderly threaded with family connectedness -- in a work of literary art that brilliantly  
captures a unique time and place as well as incredibly rich moments of universal  
experience. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Twelfth Night, Shakespeare 
Named for the twelfth night after Christmas, the end of the Christmas season, Twelfth Night plays with 
love and power. The Countess Olivia, a woman with her own household, attracts Duke (or Count) 
Orsino. Two other would-be suitors are her pretentious steward, Malvolio, and Sir Andrew Aguecheek. 



Revised 6/29/20 

Onto this scene arrive the twins Viola and Sebastian; caught in a shipwreck, each thinks the other has 
drowned. Viola disguises herself as a male page and enters Orsino’s service. Orsino sends her as his 
envoy to Olivia—only to have Olivia fall in love with the messenger. The play complicates, then 
wonderfully untangles, these relationships. 
Hotspots: none 
 
Twisted, Laurie Halse Anderson (680L) 
Socially inept Tyler Miller thinks his senior year of high school is going to be a year like no other. 
After being sentenced to a summer of character building physical labor following a graffiti prank, his 
reputation at school receives a boost, as do his muscles. Enter super-popular Bethany Milbury, sister of 
his tormentor, Chip, and daughter of his father's boss. Tyler's newfound physique has attracted her 
interest and infuriated Chip, leading to ongoing conflicts at school. All too quickly, Tyler's life spirals 
out of control. In the wake of an incident at a wild party that Bethany has invited him to attend, he is 
left feeling completely isolated at school and alienated at home, a victim of twisted perception. 
Teenage concerns with sex, alcohol, grades, and family are all tackled with honesty and candor.  
Hot Spots: none 
 
The Two Gentlemen of Verona, William Shakespeare (NC1080L) 
The two "gentlemen" of the title are Proteus and Valentine, who are taking leave of one another as the 
play opens. Valentine travels to Milan, where he falls in love with Silvia, daughter of the Duke. 
Proteus, meanwhile, hunts after love and remains in Verona, pledged to faithfulness to his beloved 
Julia. When Proteus travels to Milan, however, he too falls in love with Silvia and proceeds to 
undermine his friend by denouncing him to the Duke. Valentine is banished to the forest, where he 
joins a band of thieves. Proteus pursues Silvia more and more fervently, even to the point of 
threatening to take her violently. Julia arrives in Milan disguised as a page and joins herself to the 
unsuspecting Proteus, and the two of them "rescue" Silvia from the brigands to whom she had fled. At 
the moment when Proteus is about to attack Silvia, Valentine intercedes to save her. Astonishingly, 
Valentine is so overcome by his friend's anguish that he is even prepared to yield Silvia to Proteus. 
Julia swoons, and the page's true identity is revealed. Proteus now sees her as his true love, and the 
Duke arrives on stage to offer his daughter's hand to Valentine. 
Hotspots: None 
 
Unbroken, Laura Hillenbrand (850L) 
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and 
disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood.  Then, on the ocean 
surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling 
to a life raft and pulling himself aboard.  So began one of the most extraordinary odysseys of the 
Second World War. The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini.  In boyhood, he’d been a cunning 
and incorrigible delinquent, breaking into houses, brawling, and fleeing his home to ride the rails.  As a 
teenager, he had channeled his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried 
him to the Berlin Olympics and within sight of the four-minute mile.  But when war had come, the 
athlete had become an airman, embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft, and a 
drift into the unknown. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, a 
foundering raft, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater.  Driven to the 
limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, 
and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the 
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fraying wire of his will. Telling an unforgettable story of a man’s journey into extremity, Unbroken is 
a testament to the resilience of the human mind, body, and spirit. 
Hot Spots: mild profanity, violence 
 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin,  Harriet Beecher Stowe (1050L) 
This famous story about a slave and the struggle of a nation to absolve itself of slavery. Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, author of this book was to referred to by President Lincoln as “This little lady who 
started this war”. This book graphically depicts the atrocity and suffering of Slaves in America.  
Hot Spots:  This book contains scenes of graphic violence and racial language to create an accurate 
historical depiction of Slavery in the South. 
 
Utopia, Sir Thomas More (1370L) 
Utopia by Thomas More is a work of the period of the English Renaissance and one of the critical 
works that served as a predecessor of the Reformation. In this work, More tells of an imaginary island 
where people live like equals according to perfectly obeyed rules. There is a governing elite which 
decides on the policy. There is no private property and everyone works to support the group. What is 
more important, in this book, the author emphasizes that people coexist peacefully, so there is no need 
for the Church to tell them what to do. This is a very interesting part of the work because it is open to 
interpretation - whether the author meant that there was no need for the Church, or he thought that the 
Church and people could coexist peacefully. In his ideas, More was very much influenced by Erasmus 
Roterdamus, who was a friend of his. Lastly, the very name of the work is loaded with symbolism. 
"Utopia" as a word coming from Greek is made out of two words - one is "topos", which means place 
and the other is the prefix "u". 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Vote For Larry, Janet Tashjian (810L) 
After a period of roaming the country with fake identities and a fugitive lifestyle, Josh is found out by 
Beth, who kidnaps him and brings him home to lace the music, but also to exploit his Larry celebrity 
status by having him run for state representative and fight the good fight for some good causes. That's 
not enough for Josh/ Larry, who decides to run for president and actually gets the 28th Amendment to 
the Constitution passed, lowering the presidential age requirement from 35 to 18. 
Where the first book took on rampant consumerism and the manipulation of the public mind by 
advertising, the second book turns a cynical eye on what lies even deeper, the power wielded by 
corporations and how it plays out in manipulation of the U.S. political system. Many chapters begin 
with a page of the sticky notes with which Josh plasters his wall as he organizes his thoughts about 
what's wrong with America and how to fix it: "40% of U.S. homeless men are veterans," "40% of the 
American workforce earn wages below the poverty level," "Enron had 881 offshore subsidiaries 
paying no taxes" (p. 120). 
Hot spots: a few swear words, sex alluded to 
 
Walden, Henry David Thoreau (1420L) 
“Walden” is the classic account of two years spent by Henry David Thoreau living at Walden Pond 
near Concord, Massachusetts.  The story is detailed in its accounts of Thoreau’s day-to-day activities, 
observations, and undertakings to survive out in the wilderness for two years.  Thoreau’s journal is an 
exquisite account of a man seeking a more simple life by living in harmony with nature.  In today’s 
fast-paced consumer-drive society the austere life style endorsed by Thoreau is as relevant and 
refreshing as ever. 
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Hot Spots: none 
 
The Walmart Effect, Charles Fishman 
Wal-Mart isn’t just the world’s biggest company, it is probably the world’s most written-about. But no 
book until this one has managed to penetrate its wall of silence or go beyond the usual polemics to 
analyze its actual effects on its customers, workers, and suppliers. Drawing on unprecedented 
interviews with former Wal-Mart executives and a wealth of staggering data (e.g., Americans spend 
$36 million an hour at Wal-Mart stores, and in 2004 its growth alone was bigger than the total revenue 
of 469 of the Fortune 500), The Wal-Mart Effect is an intimate look at a business that is dramatically 
reshaping our lives. 
Hotspots:  None 
 
The War of the Worlds, H.G. Wells (1170L) 
H.G. Wells’ influential novel of alien invasion entertains readers as a straight tale of science fiction, 
but may also be read as a critique of European colonial conquest during the Victorian Era. In its 
depiction of social breakdown under stress, its portrayal of the ecological impact of non-native species, 
and its exploration of the future of mechanized and aerial warfare, the novel remains relevant to the 
problems of today.  
Hot spots: none. 
 
Warrior of the Light: A Manual,  Paulo Coelho 
 In the parable, a boy meets a beautiful woman at a beach, who proceeds to tell him about a hidden 
undersea temple near a vanished island. The boy fails in his initial attempt to find the temple, though 
he hears its bells ring, but later, as a grown man, he again meets the woman, who hands him an empty 
notebook and directs him to write about the "Warrior of the Light," a being who is "capable of 
understanding the miracle of life, of fighting to the last for something he believes in-and of hearing the 
bells that the waves set ringing on the seabed." Some of the aphorisms that follow have a specific 
spiritual source-Lao Tzu, Gandhi, Jesus and Rabbi Nachman of Breslov, among others, are quoted. 
Coelho provides general spiritual inspiration, but he also offers guidance in more mundane matters, 
explaining the specific motivations behind childish, immature behavior, cowardly moments, feelings of 
spiritual emptiness and the reluctance to change. 
Hotspots:  None 
 
Watership Down, Richard Adams (880L) 
Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this stirring tale of adventure, courage and 
survival follows a band of very special creatures on their flight from the intrusion of man and the 
certain destruction of their home. Led by a stouthearted pair of friends, they journey forth from their 
native Sandleford Warren through the harrowing trials posed by predators and adversaries, to a 
mysterious promised land and a more perfect society. 
Hotspots: None 
 
What Happened to Cass McBride, Gail Giles (520L) 
Cass is that girl in high school who does whatever it takes to be popular-which means stomping all 
over everyone else. David is that awkward boy who painfully lurks on the outside of all of the social 
groups. When he commits suicide, his older brother is out for revenge against the girl whom he 
believes is responsible for David's death. Giles's characters are frighteningly believable. The story is 
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part mystery, part psychological drama that involves dysfunctional families and abuse, and part crime 
investigation. It is told by Cass, her captor, and the police investigating her disappearance. Slowly, 
through these narrations, readers see what caused David's suicide and Kyle's anger and are given 
insight as to why Cass behaves as she does. This book will disturb readers, frighten them, and make 
them feel as though they are trapped like the characters. It is a thrilling, one-sitting read that they won't 
be able to put down. 
Hot spots: suicide, violence 
 
When the Legends Die, Hal Borland (850L) 
Traces the life path of the novel's protagonist Thomas Black Bull, a Native American Ute from 
Southwestern Colorado. As a young boy, Tom lives with his mother Bessie and his father George 
Black Bull in Pagosa. However, when George Black Bull kills Frank No Deer for having repeatedly 
stolen money from him, the family must flee the town. Returning to the wilderness, they live happily in 
the old Ute way. One winter day, an avalanche kills Tom's father as he hunts in a valley. Tom adopts 
the name "Bear's Brother," as well as the role of the man of the family. When Bessie returns to Pagosa 
to visit the general store, she learns that her husband's name has been cleared but still hesitates to move 
back into town. The following winter, Bessie becomes ill and dies. Living alone in the wilderness, 
Tom befriends many animals and becomes particularly close to a bear cub whom he considers his 
closest friend and his brother 
Jidd Hartha 
Hot Spots: none 
 
Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
In 1967, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., isolated himself from the demands of the civil rights movement, 
rented a house in Jamaica with no telephone, and labored over his final manuscript. In this prophetic 
work, which has been unavailable for more than ten years, he lays out his thoughts, plans, and dreams 
for America's future, including the need for better jobs, higher wages, decent housing, and quality 
education. With a universal message of hope that continues to resonate, King demanded an end to 
global suffering, asserting that humankind-for the first time-has the resources and technology to 
eradicate poverty. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
The World Until Yesterday, Jared Diamond 
What can we learn from traditional societies that can make the world a better place for all of us? Most 
of us take for granted the features of our modern society, from air travel and telecommunications to 
literacy and obesity. Yet for nearly all of its six million years of existence, human society had none of 
these things. While the gulf that divides us from our primitive ancestors may seem unbridgeably wide, 
we can glimpse much of our former lifestyle in those largely traditional societies still or recently in 
existence. Societies like those of the New Guinea Highlanders remind us that it was only yesterday—in 
evolutionary time—when everything changed and that we moderns still possess bodies and social 
practices often better adapted to traditional than to modern conditions. The World Until 
Yesterday provides a mesmerizing firsthand picture of the human past as it had been for millions of 
years—a past that has mostly vanished—and considers what the differences between that past and our 
present mean for our lives today. 
Hot Spots: None 
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Yellow Wallpaper, Charlotte Perkins (920L) 
"The Yellow Wallpaper," first published in 1892 in the New England Magazine, is largely considered 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman's best work of short fiction. The story is a first-person account of a young 
mother's mental deterioration and is based on Gilman's own experiences with post-partum depression. 
Like Gilman, the unnamed protagonist of the story is advised, based on medical theories of the time, to 
abstain from any and all physical activity and intellectual stimulation. She is not allowed to read, write, 
or even see her new baby. To carry out this treatment, the woman's husband takes her to a country 
house where she is kept in a former nursery decorated with yellow wallpaper. 
Hot Spots: none 
 
You Are Not Special… And Other Encouragements,  David McCullough Jr.  
Children today, says David McCullough—high school English teacher, father of four, and son and 
namesake of the famous historian—are being encouraged to sacrifice passionate engagement with life 
for specious notions of success. The intense pressure to excel discourages kids from taking chances, 
failing, and learning empathy and self-confidence from those failures. 
In You Are (Not) Special, McCullough elaborates on his now-famous speech exploring how, for what 
purpose, and for whose sake, we're raising our kids. With wry, affectionate humor, McCullough takes 
on hovering parents, ineffectual schools, professional college prep, electronic distractions, club sports, 
and generally the manifestations, and the applications and consequences of privilege. By 
acknowledging that the world is indifferent to them, McCullough takes pressure off of students to be 
extraordinary achievers and instead exhorts them to roll up their sleeves and do something useful with 
their advantages. 
Hot Spots: None 
 
You Don’t Know Me, David Klass (970L) 
John, 14, makes himself unknowable, contemplating volumes about the absurdities of his world while 
restraining most utterances to monosyllables. The narrative bounces between comic and serious 
elements, such as band director Steenwilly's glasses being blown off by the "saurian screech" of 
Violet's saxophone, juxtaposed with the all-too-real violence that John suffers at home and elsewhere. 
Klass blazes past his previous literary efforts stylistically, introducing elements of magical realism to 
gradually reveal a quirky, talented, and likable guy. Having been trashed by beautiful, shallow, and 
manipulative Gloria, John gradually discovers that down-to-earth Violet is truly the girl of his dreams. 
With his life already at one of its lowest points, the protagonist verbally abuses his algebra teacher, 
"Mrs. Moonface" and receives a week's suspension. He is viciously beaten by "the man who is not my 
father," and his mother doesn't know that her live-in almost-fianc‚ is a hard-drinking, violent crook 
until he nearly kills John on a night when she is out of town. The story concludes with the teen finding 
that he is life itself to his mother, and that he is liked by his peers and teachers. School is still "anti-
school," not a place of fun and learning, and snotty girls are still snotty. The world may be "muddled 
and painful," but it is, "in the end, a love song,"-a rewarding and important message for all reader 
Hot Spots: None 
 
Zlata’s Diary, Zlata Filipovic (640L) 
Zlata's Diary was first published in 1993 as Journal de Zlata by French publisher Robert  
Laffont, who aided Filipovic and her family in emigrating to France. A bestseller in that  
country, the book then became the center of a bidding rivalry between American  
publishing houses before being purchased by Viking. Zlata's Diary also became a  
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bestseller in the United States, although comparisons made between Anne Frank--who  
perished at Auschwitz in 1945--and Filipovic ignited a controversy among critics.  
"Sarajevo is a city cruelly under siege, which is bad enough. . . . But Sarajevo is not  
Auschwitz, any more than Zlata Filipovic is Anne Frank. Anne Frank and her parents  
were not allowed to leave their hiding place for a five-city book tour," commented David  
Rieff in the New Republic. Chicago Tribune Books contributor Bettina Drew pointed out  
that Frank was a particularly gifted writer who "had time, in her attic hideout from the  
Nazis, to write at length in studied observation . . . her story made more poignant by the  
tragic circumstances of her death. Zlata Filipovic, living under fire, lacked the physical  
environment for reflection and was not motivated by a driving literary ambition or ability.  
Her diary is that of an ordinary girl." Drew continued, emphasizing the social as well as  
literary value of Zlata's Diary: "Filipovic kept a continuous record of life under siege. . . .  
[and] hopes to use her new fame to help the seventy thousand children still in Sarajevo.  
In this regard, and as a historical document, her diary has indisputable meaning and  
value."  
Hot Spots: none 
 
NP (Non-Prose) – Any book containing more then half non-standard prose.  Lexile 
is based on prose analysis. 
 


