
Arizona State Standards 
Coding Structure 

Understanding what all those digits mean! 
Arizona’s State Standards define what students in each grade should 

learn. Each standard lists some of the knowledge and skills students should 
acquire. Standards each have a “code” as well as a written description, and this 
guide helps explain what that code means. 

Here is a sample 6th grade math code: 6.M.NS.A.01. Let’s take a look at 
what each part of this code means. 

Grade: The grade level of the standard.  
Subject: M for Math, R for Reading, and so on. See chart on next page. 
Domain: NS for Number Sense, RL for Reading Literature, and so on. 
Cluster: A group of related skills in the same domain. 
Performance Objective: The individual knowledge and skill to be acquired.  
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6.M.NS.A.01

The grade

The subject

The domain or 
concept

The cluster

The performance 
objective  



The chart above has a good overview, but does not list every single 
combination or code. Complete information on standards and their 
codes can be found on the Arizona Department of Education’s website, 
available by clicking here.  

We hope this informational handout on the standards coding is 
useful. Remember that the written description of the standard is usually 
much more informative than just the code itself. Taken together, they can 
give you a good description of what your child is learning!
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Math Reading Science Social Studies Writing

Subject M R S SS L  or W

Domain 
or 

Concept

CC: Counting and 
Cardinality  

EE: Expressions and 
Equations 

F: Functions 
G: Geometry 

MD: Measurement 
and Data 

MP: Mathematical 
Practices 

NS: Number System 
N-CN: Complex 

Numbers  
N-F: Fractions 

N-Q: Quantities 
N-RN: Real 
Numbers 

N-VM: Vectors and 
Matrices 

NBT: Numbers in 
Base 10 

OA: Operations and 
Algebraic Thinking 

RP: Ratio and 
Proportion 

SP: Statistics and 
Probability 

RI: Reading for 
Information 

RL: Reading 
Literature

P: Physical 
Science 

E: Earth Science 

L: Life Science 

U: Using 
Science 

C: Civics 

E: Economics 

G: Geography 

H: History 

SP: Disciplinary 
Skills and 
Processes

L: Language 

W: Writing

http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/
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