
 

7th Grade Reading 
Benchmark 1 

Parent Handbook

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help 
them prepare for their first Benchmark Test. Please allow your child to work 

independently through the material and then check their work using the answer key in 
the back of the handbook. If you have any questions or concerns about this material, 

please contact your child’s teacher. Thank you for your support.



 

RI 01  

Textual Evidence - a piece of information from a text that we use to support our ideas, beliefs, opinions, and 

arguments. 

Analysis - a detailed examination of the elements or structure of something 

Inference - an educated guess or conclusion based on evidence from the passage and prior personal knowledge 

RI 02 

Central Idea - the main idea and what the text is mainly about 

Opinion - a view or judgment based on personal beliefs 

Summary - a brief, unbiased, account of the main points and important details 

Supporting Details - reasons, examples, facts, steps, or other kinds of evidence that explain the main idea 

Objective - not influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions when presenting information 

Subjective - based on personal feelings, tastes, or opinions 

RI 03 

Interactions - influence or involvement with someone or something 

Individuals -  single member of a group, or  a single entity 

Events - thing that happens, occasion 

Connect - join together or establish a link 

Determine - decide, come to a resolution, establish, or resolve 

Ideas - a thought or suggestion 

Impact - have an effect on, influence 

Relationships - connections, associations, correlations 

Affect - influence, change, or determine 

Relate - connect, associate, or correlate 

Causes - make happen, bring about 

Benchmark 1 Essential Reading Vocabulary:



RI 05 

Section - part of something 

Text Structure - organization or order of text 

Development - the process of growth, progress, or formation 

Cause/Effect - when text is organized by presenting events and the results of those events 

Compare/Contrast - when text is organized by showing similarities and differences 

Problem/Solution - when text is organized by presenting an issue and how it can be resolved 

Pro/Con - when text is organized by the presenting an argument for and against an issue 

Chronological - when text is organized by the order of time 

Sequential - when text is organized by the order of events 

Description - when text is organized by presenting characteristics, especially using the 5 senses and vivid 

language 

Advantages/Disadvantages - when text is organized by presenting the positive and negative aspects of an issue 

RL 05 

Structural Elements - the simple parts of a piece of work like poetry or dramatic plays 

Meaning - the definition 

Soliloquy - involves a character speaking his thoughts to himself, he is not speaking directly to anyone, including 

the audience 

Epic - a long, narrative poem 

Ballad - a poem written as a song with a story 

Elegy - a poem about loss or death 

Lyric - poetry written with a musical rhythm 

Haiku - a Japanese poem about nature presented in 3 lines, does not have to rhyme 

Free Verse - poetry that does not follow any patterns, rhymes, or order 

Limerick - humorous poem with 5 lines and an aabba rhyme scheme 

Sonnet - a poem with 14 lines  

Drama - a play performed for radio, theater, or television.  



Poem - a piece of writing that is part speech and part song; a piece of writing in which the words are chosen for 

their Beauty and sound and are carefully arranged, often in short lines which rhyme 

Tragedy - a play with sad events or unhappy endings 

Comedy - a play with funny or happy events 

Monologue - a speech spoken by one character 

Aside - when an actor speaks directly to the audience.  The other actors “pretend” not to hear the speech. 

Rhyme Scheme - the pattern of the rhymes at the end of lines of poetry 

Stanza - a section of a poem similar to a paragraph in writing 

Rhythm - the pattern of sound in poetry 

Refrain - repeated words or phrases 

Connotation - the tone or feeling of a word or phrase or piece of work 

Denotation - the literal dictionary definition 

Figurative Language - language that is not literal, using figures of speech such as similes, idioms, and hyperbole 

Theme - the lesson about life or statement about human nature that the poem expresses; recurring ideas 



 

Learning Objective #1: RI 01 - I can cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as draw an inference from the text. 

Learning Objective #2: RI 02 - Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Learning Objective #3: RI 03 - Analyze the interactions and relationships between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals 
influence ideas or events). 

Learning Objective #4: RI 05 - Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including 
how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.  

Learning Objective #5: RL 05 - I can analyze the structure of a text, including how a drama’s or 
poem’s form or structure contributes to its meaning. 

Benchmark 1 Learning Objectives:



Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. 

                                                     Pearl Harbor speech  (1941)                                      

                                                     by Franklin Delano Roosevelt                                      

This is an address given at the United States Capitol, Washington, D.C., on December 8, 1941, 

in response to the Attack on Pearl Harbor.

On this day, President Roosevelt noted to a Joint Session of Congress that Japan had attacked 

the island of Oahu, in the Territory of Hawaii, the previous day. Based on the circumstances 

behind the attacks, and the consecutive attacks against American interests and Southeast Asia 

that followed, he made the argument that in the preceding weeks, Japan had negotiated for 

continued peace with the United States under false pretenses.

He finished his speech with a request for Congress to make a formal declaration of war against 

Japan, thus entering the United States into World War II.

1. Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, members of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives: Yesterday, December 7th, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the 
United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces 
of the Empire of Japan. 

2. The United States was at peace with that nation, and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still 
in conversation with its Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of 
peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced 
bombing in the American island of Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States 
and his colleague delivered to our Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American 
message. And while this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing 
diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of armed attack. 

3. It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack 
was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the 
Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false 



statements and expressions of hope for continued peace. 

4. The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American 
naval and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been 
lost. In addition American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between 
San Francisco and Honolulu. 

5. Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack against Malaya. 

6. Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong. 

7. Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. 

8. Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. 

9. Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island. 

10. And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island. 

11. Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific 
area. The facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the United 
States have already formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the 
very life and safety of our nation. 

12. As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures be 
taken for our defense. 

13. But always will our whole nation remember the character of the onslaught against us. No 
matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American 
people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory. 

14. I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we 
will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost but will make it very certain that this form 



of treachery shall never again endanger us. 

15. Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our 
interests are in grave danger. 

16. With confidence in our armed forces—with the unbounding determination of our people
—we will gain the inevitable triumph—so help us God. 

17. I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by 
Japan on Sunday, December 7th, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United 
States and the Japanese Empire. 

This work is in the public domain in the United States because it is a work of the United States federal 
government (see 17 U.S.C. 105).

RI 01  

1. What conclusion can be supported by the following quote? “It will be recorded that the distance 
of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days or even 
weeks ago.” 

A. Japan and Hawaii are close enough that Japan can attack it at any time. 

B. Japan and Hawaii are far apart and required Japan to strategize. 

C. The distance between these two places determined how much time it took to attack. 

D. The distance between these two places made FDR want to go to war as soon as possible. 



2. Based on information in the passage, what is one reason that the US had not joined the war 
previously? 

A. The US did not have any allies in the war. 

B. The US was at peace with Japan. 

C. The US was not prepared to go to war. 

D. The US was not confident about being victorious in the war. 

RI 02  

3. What is the central idea of paragraph 2? 

A. The US and Japan were in communication and no threat of an attack was discussed.  The 
two countries were harmonious. 

B. The US will not tolerate attacks from Japan and will prepare itself for war. 

C. Japan lied to the US about attacking Hawaii.  The US doesn’t trust Japan anymore. 

D. The US and Japan agreed not to attack each other or get involved in the war.  Japan sent 
a message that it did not want to continue to negotiate with the US about any attacks. 



4. How does the author develop the idea that the US was justified in joining the war? 

A. The author gave a description of the attack in Hawaii and used vivid language to show the 
damage to the island. 

B. The author outlined a plan of attack and included the Navy and Army in the plan to attack. 

C. The author listed various attacks on different islands in the Pacific to demonstrate that 
Japan planned to harm the US. 

D. The author requested that Americans make up their mind about protecting the rights and 
lives of the American people. 

 

RI 03 

5. What reasons does the speaker give why December 7th, 1941 will live in infamy? 

A. That was the date of this speech. 

B. That was the date that Japan attacked the US. 

C. That was the date that FDR declared war. 

D. That was the date that Japan attacked Midway Island. 

6. The speaker includes paragraphs 4 through 10, listing all of the attacks.  What might have been 
the author’s reason for including this information? 

A. The speaker wanted to show how much damage was already done. 

B. The speaker wanted to describe the types of attacks that were made.  

C. The speaker wanted to provide data on why Japan was attacking the US. 

D. The speaker wanted to include examples of why it wants to enter the war. 



7. What evidence is given that demonstrates that the speaker believes the US will win the war? 

A. “I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost but will make it very certain 
that this form of treachery shall never again endanger us.” 

B. “With confidence in our armed forces—with the unbounding determination of our people” 

C. “There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in grave 
danger.” 

D. “As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures be taken 
for our defense.” 

RI 05 

8. How does the structure of the text aid in audience understanding? 

A. The text is in chronological order to help the reader understand the dates involved. 

B. The text is in narrative form to help the reader understand the story behind the speech. 

C. There is no logical structure so the audience is confused. 

D. The text is ordered so that the reader can better follow along with the reason war was 
declared. 



9. Which of the following best describes the overall organizational structure of this article? 

A. Cause and effect 

B. Problem and solution 

C. Advantages and disadvantages 

D. Problem and solution 

10. What is the purpose of bolding certain terms within the text? 

A. The bolded words show that the speaker must be angry and was probably yelling. 

B. The bolded words are new vocabulary words that the reader should be aware of. 

C. The bolded words are the words that are most important in the speech. 

D. The bolded words don’t have any significant meaning.

Read the following poems and answer the questions that follow.  
  
Succulents by Jenny Rella 

Gorgeous little plants 
Green wedding centerpieces 
Favors for the guests 



RL 05 

11. Based on the structure and number of lines, what type of poem is this? 

A. Ballad 

B. Haiku 

C. Limerick 

D. Sonnet 

12. What is the theme of this poem? 

A. Nature 

B. Events 

C. Marriage 

D. Decoration 

The Rainbow 

    By Walter De La Mare 

I saw the lovely arch 
    Of Rainbow span the sky, 
The gold sun burning 
    As the rain swept by. 

In bright-ringed solitude 
    The showery foliage shone 
One lovely moment, 
    And the Bow was gone. 

https://www.public-domain-poetry.com/walter-de-la-mare


RL 05  

13. How does the rhyme and structure of this poem help to understand the meaning of the poem? 

A. The rhyming words help to shape the rhythm and flow of the poem. 

B. The rhyme is just for fun, it doesn’t affect the meaning of the poem 

C. The structure of the poem helps us determine the type of poem it is. 

D. The rhyme and structure makes the poem more confusing and therefore more like a poem. 

14. Who saw the rainbow in this poem? 

A. The author 

B. The poet 

C. The speaker 

D. The audience 

15. What is the tone of this poem? 

A. It is positive - the poet demonstrated that he is awe-inspired by the sight  

B. It is neutral - the poet allows the reader to decide if rainbows are happy or sad 

C. It is negative - it reminds the reader that life is short and things must end 

D. There is no tone in this poem.   

 



16. What does the second stanza emphasize? 

A. Being lonely as he sees the rainbow disappear 

B. The temporary nature of the rainbow 

C. That the rainbow is a gift 

D. That the storm passed and left this colorful arch 

Read the following play and answer the questions that follow.

A Doll’s House, by Henrik Ibsen

ACT I

[SCENE.—A room furnished comfortably and tastefully, but not extravagantly. At 
the back, a door to the right leads to the entrance-hall, another to the left leads to 
Helmer’s study. Between the doors stands a piano. In the middle of the left-hand 
wall is a door, and beyond it a window. Near the window are a round table, arm-
chairs and a small sofa. In the right-hand wall, at the farther end, another door; 
and on the same side, nearer the footlights, a stove, two easy chairs and a rocking-
chair; between the stove and the door, a small table. Engravings on the walls; a 
cabinet with china and other small objects; a small book-case with well-bound 
books. The floors are carpeted, and a fire burns in the stove. It is winter.

A bell rings in the hall; shortly afterwards the door is heard to open. Enter 
NORA, humming a tune and in high spirits. She is in outdoor dress and carries a 
number of parcels; these she lays on the table to the right. She leaves the outer 
door open after her, and through it is seen a PORTER who is carrying a Christmas 
Tree and a basket, which he gives to the MAID who has opened the door.]



NORA.
Hide the Christmas Tree carefully, Helen. Be sure the children do not see it 
until this evening, when it is dressed. [To the PORTER, taking out her purse.] 
How much?
PORTER.
Sixpence.
NORA.
There is a shilling. No, keep the change. [The PORTER thanks her, and goes 
out. NORA shuts the door. She is laughing to herself, as she takes off her hat 
and coat. She takes a packet of macaroons from her pocket and eats one or 
two; then goes cautiously to her husband’s door and listens.] Yes, he is in. 
[Still humming, she goes to the table on the right.]
HELMER.
[calls out from his room]. Is that my little lark twittering out there?
NORA.
[busy opening some of the parcels]. Yes, it is!
HELMER.
Is it my little squirrel bustling about?
NORA.
Yes!
HELMER.
When did my squirrel come home?
NORA.
Just now. [Puts the bag of macaroons into her pocket and wipes her mouth.] 
Come in here, Torvald, and see what I have bought.
HELMER.
Don’t disturb me. [A little later, he opens the door and looks into the room, 
pen in hand.] Bought, did you say? All these things? Has my little spendthrift 
been wasting money again?
NORA.
Yes but, Torvald, this year we really can let ourselves go a little. This is the 
first Christmas that we have not needed to economize.
HELMER.
Still, you know, we can’t spend money recklessly.



NORA.
Yes, Torvald, we may be a wee bit more reckless now, mayn’t we? Just a tiny 
wee bit! You are going to have a big salary and earn lots and lots of money.
HELMER.
Yes, after the New Year; but then it will be a whole quarter before the salary is 
due.

RL 05 - Match each vocabulary word with an example from the text.

17. Character

18. Stage directions

19. Dialogue

20. Script

21. Playwright

A. [Puts the bag of macaroons into her pocket and wipes her mouth.] 

B. HELMER 

C.  Henrik Ibsen 

D.  A Doll’s House, by Henrik Ibsen 
                    ACT I

[SCENE.

E. Still, you know, we can’t spend money recklessly. 
NORA.

        Yes, Torvald 



ANSWER KEY 

1.  B 
2.  B 
3.  A 
4.  C 
5.  B 
6.  D 
7.  B 
8.  D 
9.  A 
10.  C 
11.  B 
12.  A 
13.  A 
14.  C 
15.  A 
16.  B 
17.  B 
18.  A 
19.  E 
20.  D 
21.  C 


