
 

7th Grade Reading 
Benchmark 2 

Parent Handbook

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help 
them prepare for their first Benchmark Test. Please allow your child to work 

independently through the material and then check their work using the answer key in 
the back of the handbook. If you have any questions or concerns about this material, 

please contact your child’s teacher. Thank you for your support.



 

RL 01  

Textual Evidence - a piece of information from a text that we use to support our ideas, beliefs, opinions, and 

arguments. 

Analysis - a detailed examination of the elements or structure of something 

Inference - an educated guess or conclusion based on evidence from the passage and prior personal knowledge 

Explicit - stated directly by the author  

Implicit - must be inferred by the reader because the author did not directly state it

RL 02 

Theme - the lesson about life or statement about human nature that the poem expresses; a recurring idea 

Central Idea - the main idea and what the text is mainly about 

Opinion - a view or judgment based on personal beliefs 

Objective - not influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions when presenting information 

Subjective - based on personal feelings, tastes, or opinions 

Summary - a brief, unbiased, account of the main points and important details 

Development - the process of growth, progress, or formation 

RL 03 

Narrative Plot - the story line or events in the story; the parts that make up a story 

Exposition - the introduction of a story, which includes the setting, characters, and conflict 

Setting - the places and times of a story; when and where a story takes place 

Character - a person, animal, being, creature, or thing in a story 

Conflict (internal/ external) - the main problem in a story 

Rising Action - the events that lead up to the climax 

Climax - the turning point of the story, when the reader understands what comes next 

Falling Action - details the consequences -- good or bad -- that the characters must deal with after the turning point 

of events 
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Resolution - what happens to the characters after the conflict is resolved. 

Major - the most important characters in the story 

Minor - the other characters in a story, the less important ones 

Protagonist - the main character, around which the whole story revolves. 

Antagonist - This character, or group of characters, causes the conflict for the protagonist 

Theme - the lesson about life or statement about human nature that the poem expresses; a recurring idea 

RL 04 

Word Choice - choosing one word over another to create a certain mood, feeling, or tone 

Impact - have an effect on, influence 

Connotation - the tone or feeling of a word or phrase or piece of work 

Figurative Language - language that is not literal, using figures of speech such as similes, idioms, and hyperbole 

Rhyme Scheme - the pattern of the rhymes at the end of lines of poetry 

Stanza - a section of a poem similar to a paragraph in writing 

Verse - a part of a poem, similar to a paragraph in a text 

Alliteration - the occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of adjacent or closely connected words. 

Consonance - the recurrence of similar sounds, especially consonants, in close proximity  

Assonance - the recurrence of similar sounds, especially vowels, in close proximity  

Refrain - repeated words or phrases 

Context Clues - the words around an unfamiliar word that help the reader understand the meaning of that word 

Denotation - the literal dictionary definition 

Tone - feeling of a word or phrase or piece of work or the feeling that the author had when writing his work  

RL 06 

Point of View - refers to the position of the narrator in relation to the story; the perspective that a story is told in 

First Person - when a narrator tells a story from his own perspective and uses I or me.  It allows the reader to 

understand the feelings and thoughts of the narrator, usually the protagonist. 

Third Person Omniscient - the reader is privy to all character’s thoughts and feelings, words and actions 

Third Person Limited - the reader is privy only to one main character’s thoughts and feelings; but all characters’ 

words and actions. 



Third Person Narrative - the story is told from a narrator who is not a part of the story 

Narrators - the person telling a story 

Characters - the people, animal, creature, beings, and things in the story that play a part in the story

Learning Objective #1: RL 01 - Cite several pieces of textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 

Learning Objective #2: RL 02 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text.

Learning Objective #3: RL 03 - Analyze how particular elements of a story 
or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).

Learning Objective #4: RL 04 - Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a 
specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

Learning Objective #5: RL 06 - Analyze how an author develops and 
contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.
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“The Fun They Had”  by Isaac Asimov  

1 Margie even wrote about it that night in her diary. On the page headed May 17, 2157, she wrote, 
"Today, Tommy found a real book!"  

2 It was a very old book. Margie's grandfather once said that when he was a little boy his 
grandfather told him that there was a time when all stories were printed on paper. They turned the 
pages, which were yellow and crinkly, and it was awfully funny to read words that stood still instead 
of moving the way they were supposed to--on a screen, you know.  

3 "Gee," said Tommy, "what a waste. When you're through with the book, you just throw it away, I 
guess. Our television screen must have had a million books on it and it's good for plenty more. I 
wouldn't throw it away."  

4 "Same with mine," said Margie. She was eleven and hadn't seen as many books as Tommy had. 
He was thirteen. She said, "What's it about?" "School." Margie was scornful. "School? What's there 
to write about school? I hate school."  

5 Margie always hated school, but now she hated it more than ever. The mechanical teacher had 
been giving her test after test in geography and she had been doing worse and worse until her 
mother had shaken her head sorrowfully and sent for the County Inspector.  

6 Tommy looked at her with very superior eyes. “It's not our kind of school, stupid. This is the old 
kind of school that they had hundreds and hundreds of years ago. They had a teacher."  

7 Margie said, "I wouldn't want a strange man in my house to teach me." Tommy screamed with 
laughter. "You don't know much, Margie. The teachers didn't live in the house. They had a special 
building and all the kids went there." "And all the kids learned the same thing?" "Sure, if they were 
the same age."  



8 They weren't even half-finished reading when Margie's mother called, "Margie! School!" Margie 
looked up. "Not yet, Mamma." "Now!" said Mrs. Jones. "And it's probably time for Tommy, too."  

9 Margie went into the schoolroom. The screen was lit up, and it said: "Today's arithmetic lesson is 
on the addition of proper fractions. Please insert yesterday's homework in the proper slot." Margie 
did so with a sigh.  

10 She was thinking about the old schools they had when her grandfather's grandfather was a little 
boy. All the kids from the whole neighborhood came, laughing and shouting in the schoolyard, 
sitting together in the schoolroom, going home together at the end of the day.  

11 And the teachers were people... The mechanical teacher was flashing on the screen: "When we 
add the fractions 1/2 and 1/4..." Margie was thinking about how the kids must have loved it in the 
old days. She was thinking about the fun they had.

RL 01 

1. Why was Margie so fascinated with Tommy’s find? 

A. She had never seen a book before and wanted to learn more about it. 

B. She couldn’t believe how lucky she was that she didn’t have to use books. 

C. She liked talking to her grandfather about the stories in the book. 

D. She wished that she had been the one to find it and keep it as a treasure. 



2. What is Tommy and Margie’s opinion of the book?  Use details from the story to support your 
answer. 

A. It’s a great relic, but rather silly since they would have to throw it away after reading it. 

B. It’s a piece of history which makes them remember the past and want to go back in time. 

C. It’s fascinating because it is so different from their “books” and they wish they used these 
instead. 

D. It’s a useless toy and doesn’t hold any value for the students. 

3. Which detail in a paragraph indirectly supports that Margie did not like school? 

A. Paragraph 4 - “I hate school.” 

B. Paragraph 5 - “The mechanical teacher had been giving her test after test in geography 
and she had been doing worse and worse” 

C. Paragraph 7 - "I wouldn't want a strange man in my house to teach me." 

D. Paragraph 11 - “Margie was thinking about how the kids must have loved it in the old 
days.” 



RL 03 

4. What effect does the setting have on the mood of the story?  

A. The setting is in the future, which helps the author create a mysterious mood around the 
book. 

B. The setting is in Margie’s house, which helps create a sad mood about the characters’ 
situation. 

C. The setting is in the future, which helps the author create a relatable mood for today’s 
students. 

D. The setting is during school hours, which helps to create a neutral mood about school then 
and now. 

RL 02 

5. What is a theme that is expressed in the text? 

A. Technology isn’t always the best way to educate students because it lacks a personal 
touch. 

B. Books are important and should be preserved because they hold valuable historical 
content.  

C. Wanting and longing for things is natural, but gratitude for what you have is essential, too. 

D. All of these are themes that are present in the text. 



 

6. What central idea in the text is best supported by this quote? 
“They turned the pages, which were yellow and crinkly, and it was awfully funny to read 
words that stood still instead of moving the way they were supposed to—on a screen, you 
know. And then, when they turned back to the page before, it had the same words on it that 
it had had when they read it the first time.” 

A. The kids were fascinated with how a book works. 

B. The book was very different from the technology that the kids were used to. 

C. The book was yellow, crinkled, and old. 

D. Technology in the future is much better and less entertaining. 

RL 06 

7. What is the point of view in the text above? 
A. third-person-limited point of view from Tommy’s perspective 

B. third-person-limited point of view from Margie’s perspective 

C. third person omniscient point of view because you know about all characters’ thoughts and 
feelings 

D. third person objective point of view because there is a neutral narrator telling the story 



8. Why does the author tell the story from the perspective that he does? How does this help the 
audience understand the story better? 

A. The audience is able to visualize the story from a child’s point of view and through the eyes 
of innocence and curiosity as if they were Margie. 

B. The audience is able to determine the meaning of the events in the story better because 
the POV was neutral and objective since there was a narrator. 

C. The audience is able to understand the events surrounding the futuristic school because 
they were presented with different viewpoints and the perspective of multiple characters. 

D. The audience is able to imagine school in the future because the objective perspective 
allowed the reader to get only facts and information from a narrator. 

The Candles 
By Hans Christian Andersen 
There was once a big wax-candle which knew its own importance quite well. 

“I am born of wax and molded in a shape,” it said “I give better light and burn longer than 
other candles. My place is in a chandelier or on a silver candlestick!” 

“That must be a lovely existence!” said the tallow-candle. “I am only made of tallow, but I 
comfort myself with the thought that it is always a little better than being a farthing dip: that is only 
dipped twice, and I am dipped eight times to get my proper thickness. I am content! It is certainly 
finer and more fortunate to be born of wax instead of tallow, but one does not settle one’s own 
place in this world. You are placed in the big room in the glass chandelier, I remain in the kitchen, 
but that is also a good place; from there the whole house gets its food.” 

“But there is something which is more important than food,” said the wax-candle. “Society! to 
see it shine, and to shine oneself! There is a ball this evening, and soon I and all my family will be 
fetched.” 

Scarcely was the word spoken, when all the wax-candles were fetched, but the tallow-candle 
also went with them. The lady herself took it in her dainty hand, and carried it out to the kitchen: a 



little boy stood there with a basket, which was filled with potatoes; two or three apples also found 
their way there. The good lady gave all this to the poor boy. 

“There is a candle for you as well, my little friend,” she said. “Your mother sits and works till 
late in the night; she can use it!” 

The little daughter of the house stood close by, and when she heard the words “late in the 
night,” she said with great delight, “I also shall stay up till late in the night! We shall have a ball, and 
I shall wear my big red sash!” How her face shone! That was with joy! No wax-candle can shine like 
two childish eyes! 

“That is a blessing to see,” thought the tallow-candle; “I shall never forget it, and I shall 
certainly never see it again.” 

And so it was laid in the basket, under the lid, and the boy went away with it. 
“Where shall I go now?” thought the candle; “I shall go to poor people, and perhaps not even 

get a brass candlestick, while the wax-candle sits in silver and sees all the grand people. How 
lovely it must be to shine for the grand people! But it was my lot to be tallow and not wax!” 

And so the candle came to poor people, a widow with three children, in a little, low room, right 
opposite the rich house. 

“God bless the good lady for her gifts,” said the mother, “what a lovely candle that is! It can 
burn till late into the night.” 

And then the candle was lit. 
“Fut, foi,” it said, “what a horrid-smelling match that she lit me with! The wax-candle over in 

the rich house would not have such treatment offered to it.” 
There also the candles were lit: they shone, out across the street; the carriages rolled up with 

the elegant ball-guests and the music played. 
“Now they begin across there,” the tallow-candle noticed, and thought of the beaming face of 

the rich little girl, more sparkling than all the wax-lights. “That sight I shall never see again!” 
Then the smallest of the children in the poor house, a little girl, came and took her brother 

and sister round the neck: she had something very important to tell them, and it must be 
whispered. “Tonight we shall have - just think!—tonight we shall have hot potatoes!” 



And her face shone with happiness: the tallow-candle shone right into it, and it saw a 
gladness, a happiness as great as over in the rich house, where the little girl said, “We shall have a 
ball tonight, and I shall wear my big red sash!” 

“It is just as much to get hot potatoes,” thought the candle. “Here there is just as much joy 
amongst the children.” And it sneezed at that; that is to say, it spattered; a tallow-candle can do no 
more. 

The table was laid, and the potatoes were eaten. Oh, how good they tasted! It was a perfect 
feast, and each one got an apple besides, and the smallest child said the little verse: 

“Thou good God, I give thanks to Thee 
That Thou again has nourished me. Amen!” 
“Was that not nicely said, Mother?” broke out the little one. 
“You must not ask that again,” said the mother; “you must think only of the good God who has 

fed you.” 
The little ones went to bed, got a kiss and fell asleep at once, and the mother sat and sewed 

late into the night to get the means of support for them and for herself. And over from the big house 
the lights shone and the music sounded. The stars shone over all the houses, over the rich and 
over the poor, equally clear and blessed. 

“This has really been a delightful evening!” thought the tallow-candle. “I wonder if the wax-
candles had it any better in the silver candlestick? I would like to know that before I am burned 
out.” 

And it thought of the two happy ones, the one lit by the wax-candle, and the other by the 
tallow-candle. 

Yes, that is the whole story! 
*Tallow is made by rendering suet which is the fat of cattle or sheep, typically the fat that surrounds 
the animal's organs.



RL 01 

9. Which of the following is a direct reference supporting the argument that you don’t need fancy 
things to be happy? 

A. “I give better light and burn longer than other candles. My place is in a chandelier or on a 
silver candlestick!” 

B. “That must be a lovely existence!” said the tallow-candle. “I am only made of tallow, but I 
comfort myself with the thought that it is always a little better than being a farthing dip.” 

C. “God bless the good lady for her gifts,” said the mother, “what a lovely candle that is! It can 
burn till late into the night.” 

D. “It is just as much to get hot potatoes,” thought the candle. “Here there is just as much joy 
amongst the children.” 

10. What can you infer about the following quote: 
“And it thought of the two happy ones, the one lit by the wax-candle, and the other by the 
tallow-candle.” 

A. That the candle was content thinking about the two families. 

B. That the candle was at peace thinking about the two types of candles both being happy. 

C. That the candle was happy thinking about the two little girls and their shining eyes. 

D. That the candle was sad thinking about the two fates it could have lived, and the one that 
was chosen for it. 



RL 03 

11. What effect does the setting have on the mood of the story? 

A. The setting of the poor house gives the reader the feeling of sadness. 

B. The setting of the rich house gives the reader the feeling of happiness. 

C. The setting of the two houses allows the reader to determine how much better it is to be 
rich. 

D. The setting of the two houses allows the reader to feel grateful no matter what the 
circumstances are. 

12. A character often goes through complex changes throughout the story. How has the tallow 
candle changed from the beginning of the excerpt to the end and why?  

A. Tallow candle starts out by being insecure, and ends up being grateful because he still 
enjoyed watching the family eat potatoes. 

B. Tallow candle is fancy and boastful at first, and ends up being humble and happy in his 
new surroundings. 

C. Tallow candle is content in the beginning of the story, but ends up being at peace because 
he realizes that status doesn’t define happiness. 

D. Tallow candle is happy at the rich house, but then becomes sad and envious when he is 
transferred to the poor house. 

  



RL 02 

13. What is a theme that is expressed in the text? 

A. Wax candles are better than tallow candles. There is a ranking, symbolized by candles in 
this story. 

B. Being happy is not defined by riches. Happiness comes from being grateful for what you 
have. 

C. Attending a ball is equally satisfying as eating potatoes. Everyone values something 
different. 

D. Giving to the poor is an important act of kindness. Everyone should give what they can. 

  
RL 06 

14. Why does the author tell the story from the perspective of the tallow candle? How does this 
help the audience understand the story better? 

A. The story would not have the same message if the wax candle had been telling the story 
because that character would not have evolved and the lesson would not have been 
learned. 

B. The story is better understood because the tallow candle is more relatable to the audience 
and helps the reader become appreciative of the things in life. 

C. The story is told from the tallow candle’s perspective so that the reader can have a greater 
insight as to why the candle is feeling and thinking what he does. 

D. The story is told from that perspective because the audience feels closer to that character 
and can make a connection with the tallow candle. 



The Rainbow 

    By Walter De La Mare 

I saw the lovely arch 
    Of Rainbow span the sky, 
The gold sun burning 
    As the rain swept by. 

In bright-ringed solitude 
    The showery foliage shone 
One lovely moment, 
    And the Bow was gone. 

RL 04  

15. What is the rhyme scheme of this poem? 

A. ABCB DEFE 

B. ABAB CDCD 

C. ABCB ABCB 

D. ABCD EFGH 

https://www.public-domain-poetry.com/walter-de-la-mare


The Eagle 
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

He clasps the crag with crooked hands; 
Close to the sun in lonely lands, 
Ring'd with the azure world, he stands. 
  
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls; 
He watches from his mountain walls, 
And like a thunderbolt he falls.

RL 04 

16. What is the rhyme scheme of this poem? 

A. ABA ABA 

B. AAA BBB 

C. ABC ABC 

D. ABC DEF 

17. Determine the best meaning of the figurative language below. 
  “The wrinkled sea beneath him” 

A. The sea was old because it had wrinkled like people do. 

B. The sea was moving in the wind and appeared to look wrinkled. 

C. The sea was so far below the eagle, that the appearance was wrinkled. 

D. The sea had wrinkles because there were fish swimming in the sea. 

https://www.dltk-kids.com/poems/tennyson/index.htm


18. What figurative language is “Clasps the crag with crooked hands” 

A. Simile 

B. Hyperbole 

C. Alliteration 

D. Metaphor 

19. Why does the poet use alliteration in the poem? 

A. The use of alliteration increases the rhythm of the phrase. 

B. Alliteration makes it sound like a song and helps the reader remember that line. 

C. Using alliteration makes the reader pay attention to the important parts of the poem. 

D. The alliteration has no impact on the tone or the meaning of the poem. 

20. What does the author mean when he references “lonely lands”? 

A. This emphasizes the feeling of loneliness and isolation. 

B. This emphasizes the power that the eagle has. 

C. This emphasizes the great big size of the world. 

D. This emphasizes nothing, the author only used these words to create alliteration in the 
poem. 



21. What figurative language is “lonely lands” and “wrinkled sea”? 

A. Simile 

B. Hyperbole 

C. Personification 

D. Metaphor 

22. What figurative language is “like a thunderbolt he falls”? 

A. Simile 

B. Hyperbole 

C. Alliteration 

D. Metaphor 



ANSWER KEY 

1. A 
2. A 
3. B 
4. B 
5. D 
6. B 
7. B 
8. A 
9. D 
10. C 
11. D 
12. C 
13. B 
14. C 
15. A 
16. B 
17. C 
18. C 
19. A 
20. A 
21. C 
22. A


