
8th Grade Reading 
Benchmark 1 

Parent Handbook

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help them 
prepare for their first Benchmark Test. Please allow your child to work independently 

through the material and then check their work using the answer key in the back of the 
handbook. If you have any questions or concerns about this material, please contact your 

child’s teacher. Thank you for your support.



Benchmark 1 Essential Reading Vocabulary 
RI.01

Inference: a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning

Textual Evidence: Direct quotes or proof from the passage

Cite: To use a direct quote or proof from the reading to justify your response

Analysis: a detailed examination of the elements or structure of a passage

RI.02

Central Idea: the main idea of a text and what the text is about

Objective: not influenced by personal feelings or opinions

Subjective: based on or influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions

Summary: a brief account of the main points of a piece of writing or event

Explicit: stated clearly and in detail within the text

Implicit: implied or hinted at in the text, but not directly stated

Supporting Details: facts or details directly related to the main idea

Opinion: a view on a particular topic not necessarily based on fact or knowledge

RI.03

Connections: a relationship between the reading and something else

Types of Connections:
Text-to-Text: the ideas in a text are related to another text (story, book, movie, song, etc.)

Text-to-Self: the ideas in a text relate to the reader’s life, ideas, and experiences

Text-to-World: the ideas in the text relate to the larger world - past, present, and future

Distinctions: differences between multiple texts

Individuals: members of a group or entity



Ideas: thoughts or suggestions

Events: what happens or occurs in a text

Comparison: finding similarities between texts

Analogy: a comparison between two things; typically for the the purpose of clarifying

Category: separating things into classes or divisions based on shred characteristics

RI.05

Structure: how something is arranged and the relations between its parts

Transitions: moving from one idea or section of writing to another

Rhetorical Device: the use of certain sounds, structures, or patterns to evoke an intended 
effect upon the reader

Topic Sentence: found at the beginning of a paragraph; states the main idea

Supporting details: facts or details directly related to the main idea

Concluding Sentence: the last sentence in a paragraph; used to reinforce the main idea 
or provide a transition to the next point

Types of text Structures:
Description: describes the attributes and features of people, places, or items

Compare/Contrast: shows how two or more people, places, or things are alike or 
different

Chronological Order: information is presented in order of when events happened (i.e. 
time)

Sequence: informing readers about topics by listing events or steps in a sequence

Problem/Solution: A problem and possible solutions to that problem are presented

Cause and Effect: shows how facts, concepts, or events are the result of other facts, 
concepts, or events 



Benchmark 1 Learning Objectives 

Learning Objective #1: RI.01 - Apply thorough textual evidence to 
support a deep analysis of the text and complex inferences drawn from 
the text.

Learning Objective #2: RI.02 - Determine and analyze central ideas of 
a text and analyzes their development over the course of a text; evaluate 
the strength of the supporting ideas; provide a comprehensive objective 
summary of the text.

Learning Objective #3: RI.03 - Evaluate how a text makes connections 
among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g. 
through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Learning Objective #4: RI.05 - Evaluate the effect of the structure of a 
specific paragraph in a text and its role in the text as a whole, including 
the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 



Read with CURAJ

At the middle school level, students are expected to employ a specific reading strategy known as: 
Read with CURAJ. CURAJ is an acronym that helps students to better understand the passages 
they are reading as well as the questions that are asked to prove their comprehension. This 
strategy is first taught at the 6th grade level and is reinforced, and utilized, throughout 7th and 
8th grade as well.

Below is an example of a half-page “cheat sheet” given to students during formatives, 
Benchmarks, etc. to remind students of their responsibility to employ this comprehension 
strategy. 



Annotations

As students progress into 8th grade, they are expected to be active engaged with the reading. 
That does not mean blindly highlighting phrases and sections of the passage. Rather, students are 
expected to utilize a few simple symbols to further their understanding of the passage and to 
engage with it on a deeper level. This strategy, like Read with CURAJ, is also taught at the 6th 
grade level and reinforced in the 7th and 8th grades. Students are expected to adhere to it 
throughout their middle school careers.

Below is an example of another half-page “cheat sheet” given to students during formatives, in-
class readings, etc. to remind them of how to annotate. 



Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

“Scientists map living corals for first time before, after marine heat wave” 
Findings could help manage and build a resilient network of coral reefs 
©ASU News (https://news.asu.edu/20220502-scientists-map-living-corals-first-time-and-
after-marine-heat-wave-winners-and-losers)

1. As the world sees rising ocean temperatures, it will also see more cases of coral bleaching. 
When corals bleach, they become more vulnerable to other stressors such as water pollution.

2. However, many reefs harbor corals that persist despite warming oceans.

3. Unraveling the complex issue of coral bleaching and its impact on their survival or death 
may be key to conserving coral reefs — ecosystems that approximately half a billion people 
around the world rely on for food, jobs, recreation and coastline protection.

4. For the first time, scientists have mapped the location of living corals before and after a 
major marine heat wave. In the new study, research shows where corals are surviving despite 
rising ocean temperatures caused by climate change. The study also finds that coastal 
development and water pollution negatively affect coral reefs. 

5. In the study, published today in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA, 
Arizona State University scientists with the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Futures 
Laboratory reveal that different corals and environments influence the likelihood of their 
survival when ocean temperatures rise. The findings also demonstrate that advanced remote 
sensing technologies provide an opportunity to scale up reef monitoring like never before.

6. From its home in the Hawaiian Islands, ASU researchers with the Center for Global 
Discovery and Conservation Science took to the sky on the Global Airborne 
Observatory (GAO). The aircraft is equipped with advanced spectrometers that map 
ecosystems both on land and beneath the ocean surface. With these maps, the researchers can 
assess changes in coastal ecosystems over time.

7. “Repeat coral mapping with the GAO revealed how Hawaii’s coral reefs responded to the 
2019 mass bleaching event,” said Greg Asner, lead author of the study and director of the 
ASU Center for Global Discovery and Conservation Science. “We discovered coral 
‘winners’ and ‘losers.’ And these winning corals are associated with cleaner water and less 
coastal development despite elevated water temperatures.”



8. When the Hawaiian Islands faced a mass bleaching event in 2019, the GAO mapped live 
coral cover along eight islands before the marine heat wave arrived. With these data, the 
researchers identified more than 10 potential coral refugia — habitats that may offer a safe 
haven for corals facing climate change. Among the potential refugia, there was up to 40% 
less coral mortality than on neighboring reefs, despite similar heat stress.

9. The results also indicated that reefs near heavily developed coasts are more susceptible to 
mortality during heat waves. When development occurs on land, the amount of pollution 
entering the reef ecosystem increases, creating an unfavorable environment for coral reefs 
already fighting to survive the warming water.

10. “This study supports Hawaii’s Holomua: Marine 30x30 initiative by not only identifying 
areas impacted by ocean heat waves, but also areas of refugia,” said Brian Neilson, study co-
author and head of Hawaii’s Division of Aquatic Resources. “These findings can be 
incorporated into management plans to aid in building a resilient network of reef regions and 
sustaining Hawaii’s reefs and the communities that depend on them into the future.” 

11. The Holomua: Marine 30x30 initiative aims to establish marine management areas across 
30% of Hawaii’s nearshore waters. Coral reefs in Hawaii are integral to life on the islands, 
tied to culture and livelihoods. Understanding which corals are surviving is key to achieving 
conservation that is targeted and effective.

12. “Previous approaches have failed to deliver actionable interventions that might improve 
coral survival during heat waves or to locate places of heat wave resistance, known as coral 
refugia, for rapid protection,” said Asner, who is also director of the Global Airborne 
Observatory. “Our findings highlight the new role that coral mortality and survival 
monitoring can play for targeted conservation that protects more corals in our changing 
climate.”

RI.01 
1) Which piece of evidence supports the analysis that coral reefs are vital to human life? 

A) “When corals bleach, they become more vulnerable to other stressors such as water 
     pollution.” 
B) “ecosystems that approximately half a billion people around the world rely on for 
     food, jobs, recreation and coastline protection.” 
C) “coastal development and water pollution negatively affect coral reefs.” 
D) “Our findings highlight the new role that coral mortality and survival monitoring can 
     play for targeted conservation that protects more corals in our changing climate.”



2) Which of the following explains what the author’s purpose is in writing “Scientists map living 
corals for first time before, after marine heat wave”? 

A) To entertain the reader by telling a story of coral reefs that have survived, despite issue 
     related to global warming 
B) To persuade readers to become involved in the matter of protecting coral reefs 
C) To inform the reader about a study that highlights which factors lead to healthy corals 
D) To describe the characteristics of different coral reefs

3) What conclusion can be supported by the following quote: “For the first time, scientists have 
mapped the location of living corals before and after a major marine heat wave. In the new study, 
research shows where corals are surviving despite rising ocean temperatures caused by climate 
change.”? 

A) Corals around the world are dying and are being adversely affected by climate change.  
B) All corals react negatively to rising ocean temperatures. 
C) Climate change is having an adverse affect on all corals and people can work together 
     to reverse these effects. 
D) Some corals are adversely affected by rising ocean temperature while others can thrive 
     in such conditions.

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

“January 07, 1789: First U.S. Presidential Election” 
©2016 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

1. On this day in 1789, America’s first presidential election was held. Voters cast ballots to 
choose state electors; only white men who owned property were allowed to vote. As 
expected, George Washington won the election and was sworn into office on April 30, 1789.

2. As it did in 1789, the United States still uses the Electoral College system, established by the 
U.S. Constitution, which today gives all American citizens over the age of 18 the right to 
vote for electors, who in turn vote for the president. The president and vice president are the 
only elected federal officials chosen by the Electoral College instead of by direct popular 
vote.

3. Today political parties usually nominate their slate of electors at their state conventions or by 
a vote of the party’s central state committee, with party loyalists often being picked for the 
job. Members of the U.S. Congress, though, can’t be electors. Each state is allowed to 
choose as many electors as it has senators and representatives in Congress. The District of 
Columbia has three electors. During a presidential election year, on Election Day (the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November), the electors from the party that gets the most 



popular votes are elected in a winner-take-all system, with the exception of Maine and 
Nebraska, which allocate electors proportionally. In order to win the presidency, a candidate 
needs a majority of 270 electoral votes out of a possible 538.

4. On the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December of a presidential election year, 
each state’s electors meet, usually in their state capitol, and simultaneously cast their ballots 
nationwide. This is largely ceremonial. Because electors nearly always vote with their party, 
presidential elections are essentially decided on Election Day. Although electors aren’t 
constitutionally mandated to vote for the winner of the popular vote in their state, it is 
demanded by tradition and required by law in 26 states and the District of Columbia (in 
some states, violating this rule is punishable by a fine of $1,000). Historically, over 99 
percent of all electors have cast their ballots in line with the voters. On January 6, as a 
formality, the electoral votes are counted before Congress and on January 20, the 
Commander in Chief is sworn into office.

5. Critics of the Electoral College argue that the winner-take-all system makes it possible for a 
candidate to be elected president even if the candidate gets fewer popular votes than his or 
her opponent. This happened in the elections of 1876, 1888, and 2000. However, supporters 
contend that if the Electoral College were done away with, heavily populated states such as 
California and Texas might decide every election, and issues important to voters in smaller 
states would be ignored.

RI.02 
4) What is the central idea that the author conveys in the passage titled, “January 07, 1789: First 
U.S. Presidential Election” 

A) Many people are in favor of eliminating the Electoral College from U.S. elections. 
B) George Washington was the first person elected President in U.S. history. 
C) America has, for the most part, kept the same system for elections in place since the 
     1700s. 
D) The President and Vice President are the only federal officials chosen by the Electoral 
     College rather than direct popular vote.

5) Which detail supports the central idea of the article? 
A) Originally, only white men who owned property were allowed to vote. 
B) Many critics of the Electoral College argue that candidates can win the Presidential 
     election despite earning fewer popular votes. 
C) Over 99% of Electors have historically cast their ballots in line with voters. 
D) As it did in 1789, America still uses the Electoral College system, which was 
     originally established by the U.S. Constitution.



6) Which quote best represents the central idea of paragraph 4? 
A) “On the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December of a presidential 
     election year, each state’s electors meet, usually in their state capitol, and 
     simultaneously cast their ballots nationwide.” 
B) “Because electors nearly always vote with their party, presidential elections are 
     essentially decided on Election Day.” 
C) “Historically, over 99 percent of all electors have cast their ballots in line with the 
     voters.” 
D) “On January 6, as a formality, the electoral votes are counted before Congress and on 
     January 20, the Commander in Chief is sworn into office.”

Read the following excerpts and answer the following questions, comparing and contrasting 
them.

Excerpt from President Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points (1918)

1. It will be our wish and purpose that the processes of peace, when they are begun, shall be 
absolutely open and that they shall involve and permit henceforth no secret understandings 
of any kind. The day of conquest and aggrandizement is gone by; so is also the day of secret 
covenants entered into in the interest of particular governments and likely at some unlooked-
for moment to upset the peace of the world. It is this happy fact, now clear to the view of 
every public man whose thoughts do not still linger in an age that is dead and gone, which 
makes it possible for every nation whose purposes are consistent with justice and the peace 
of the world to avow now or at any other time the objects it has in view.

2. We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which touched us to the quick 
and made the life of our own people impossible unless they were corrected and the world 
secure once for all against their recurrence. What we demand in this war, therefore, is 
nothing peculiar to ourselves. It is that the world be made fit and safe to live in; and 
particularly that it be made safe for every peace-loving nation which, like our own, wishes to 
live its own life, determine its own institutions, be assured of justice and fair dealing by the 
other peoples of the world as against force and selfish aggression. All the peoples of the 
world are in effect partners in this interest, and for our own part we see very clearly that 
unless justice be done to others it will not be done to us. The programme of the world's 
peace, therefore, is our programme; and that programme, the only possible programme, as 
we see it, is this:

3. I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private 
international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in 
the public view.



4. II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace 
and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for 
the enforcement of international covenants.

5. III. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an 
equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating 
themselves for its maintenance.

6. IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the 
lowest point consistent with domestic safety.

7. X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see 
safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous 
development.

8. XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories 
inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure 
access to the sea, and whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity 
should be guaranteed by international covenant.

9. XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the 
purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to 
great and small states alike.

Excerpt from Commencement Address at American University, Washington, D.C., June 10, 
1963 by John F. Kennedy

1. President Anderson, members of the faculty, board of trustees, distinguished guests, my old 
colleague, Senator Bob Byrd, who has earned his degree through many years of attending 
night law school, while I am earning mine in the next 30 minutes, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen:

2. It is with great pride that I participate in this ceremony of the American University, 
sponsored by the Methodist Church, founded by Bishop John Fletcher Hurst, and first 
opened by President Woodrow Wilson in 1914. This is a young and growing university, but it 
has already fulfilled Bishop Hurst's enlightened hope for the study of history and public 
affairs in a city devoted to the making of history and the conduct of the public's business. By 
sponsoring this institution of higher learning for all who wish to learn, whatever their color 
or their creed, the Methodists of this area and the Nation deserve the Nation's thanks, and I 
commend all those who are today graduating.



3. Professor Woodrow Wilson once said that every man sent out from a university should be a 
man of his nation as well as a man of his time, and I am confident that the men and women 
who carry the honor of graduating from this institution will continue to give from their lives, 
from their talents, a high measure of public service and public support.

4. "There are few earthly things more beautiful than a university," wrote John Masefield in his 
tribute to English universities--and his words are equally true today. He did not refer to 
spires and towers, to campus greens and ivied walls. He admired the splendid beauty of the 
university, he said, because it was "a place where those who hate ignorance may strive to 
know, where those who perceive truth may strive to make others see."

5. I have, therefore, chosen this time and this place to discuss a topic on which ignorance too 
often abounds and the truth is too rarely perceived--yet it is the most important topic on 
earth: world peace.

6. What kind of peace do I mean? What kind of peace do we seek? Not a Pax Americana 
enforced on the world by American weapons of war. Not the peace of the grave or the 
security of the slave. I am talking about genuine peace, the kind of peace that makes life on 
earth worth living, the kind that enables men and nations to grow and to hope and to build a 
better life for their children--not merely peace for Americans but peace for all men and 
women--not merely peace in our time but peace for all time.

7. I speak of peace because of the new face of war. Total war makes no sense in an age when 
great powers can maintain large and relatively invulnerable nuclear forces and refuse to 
surrender without resort to those forces. It makes no sense in an age when a single nuclear 
weapon contains almost ten times the explosive force delivered by all the allied air forces in 
the Second World War. It makes no sense in an age when the deadly poisons produced by a 
nuclear exchange would be carried by wind and water and soil and seed to the far corners of 
the globe and to generations yet unborn.

RI.03 
7) What is a shared connection between Woodrow Wilson’s “14 Points” and John F. Kennedy’s 
“Commencement Address at American University, Washington, D.C., June 10, 1963”? 

A) Both speeches discuss using weapons to establish an American-dominated world. 
B) Both speeches address the idea of establishing a lasting world peace. 
C) Both Wilson and JFK reference the military as being vital to American independence. 
D) Both Wilson and JFK delivered their speeches at international conferences.



8) Based upon the evidence within each passage, the reader can conclude which of the following 
to be a distinction between the two? 

A) Wilson’s speech outlines specific points to achieve world peace while JFK gives a 
     general idea as to the means of world peace. 
B) Wilson presents the notion that nations require secret treaties while JFK does not. 
C) Wilson states that the war will continue if world peace is not achieved whereas 
     Kennedy states that war is inevitable. 
D) Wilson’s speech claims that nuclear armaments are a detriment to mankind but 
     Kennedy does not mention them at all.

9) Which line from Wilson’s “14 Points” speech suggests that nations should limit the number of 
weapons that could be used for war? 

A) “The day of conquest and aggrandizement is gone.” 
B) "It is that the world be made fit and safe to live in.” 
C) “National armaments will be reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic 
     safety.” 
D) “A general association of nations must be formed.”

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

“The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln 
Delivered at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania November 19, 1863

1. Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, 
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

2. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. 
We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here 
gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should 
do this.

3. But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- 
this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far 
above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what 
we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be 
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly 
advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that 
from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the 



last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have 
died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that 
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

RI.05 
10) Reread the second paragraph of the address. Why did Lincoln include it? 

A) to introduce the importance of the location of his address 
B) to list problems related to the issue of slavery 
C) to explain fundamental differences between the North and the South 
D) to explain why he should be reelected to a second term as President

11) Which of the following is the best description of the structure of Lincoln’s “Gettysburg 
Address?" 

A) As comparing and contrasting differences between the North and the South 
B) As an argument about preserving the United States and its government 
C) As a chronological account of the Civil War 
D) As a list of what people can do to aid in the war effort

12) The final paragraph of Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” is focused on what? 
A) Challenges that the North will have to endure in the future 
B) Predictions for what the future of the war will hold 
C) A list of significant events in the Civil War up to that point in time 
D) A series of calls to action for both citizens and soldiers alike 



ANSWER KEY 

1) B 

2) C 

3) D 

4) C 

5) D 

6) A 

7) B 

8) A 

9) C 

10) A 

11) B 

12) D


