









6th Grade Reading 
Benchmark 1 

Parent Handbook

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help 
them prepare for their first Benchmark Test. Please allow your child to work 

independently through the material and then check their work using the answer 
key in the back of the handbook. If you have any questions or concerns about 
this material, please contact your child’s teacher. Thank you for your support.



6th Grade Reading Parent Handbook Introduction 

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help them 
prepare for their first benchmark test. Please allow your child to work independently 
through the material and then check the work using the answer key in the back of the 
handbook.  

Thank you for your continued partnership to help your child have a successful 6th grade 
year.  

Tips for Success 

Read with your child every day!  (Even at this age, reading together helps encourage fluency 
and comprehension and emphasizes the importance of reading.) 

Check your child’s grades in PowerSchool every Monday and have your child reach out to 
their teachers about tutoring and/or redoing tests and even assignments. 

Communicate with your child’s teachers and encourage your child to do the same. 

Annotations & RwCURAJ Tutorial 

Before we review the benchmark standards, please ensure that you and your child work 
through the following tutorial on annotating texts and using the steps of “Read with 
Courage” (RwCURAJ).   

Annotations and RwCURAJ will help your child focus on what the passage is about and what 
the questions are asking.  This helps avoid silly mistakes and larger misunderstandings that 
lead to wrong answer choices. 



Annotating a passage 

Annotations should be brief summaries of each section of the passage.  They do not need to 
be complete sentences.  Annotations should include the main point of that section and may 
also include any key details that are included in that section. 

Let’s practice: 

Read the following paragraph from a larger passage: 
“Many students have lamented about the purpose (or lack thereof) of studying ancient 
history.  They don’t see the connection between events and people of long ago and the world 
of today.  What these people don’t understand is the impact and importance that ancient 
historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 

2. Ancient history is not important. 

3. People don’t understand ancient history. 

4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 

Let’s evaluate these answers: 

Answer A isn’t correct because that isn’t the main point of this paragraph.  It’s just the way 
the topic is introduced through the first line of the paragraph. 

Answer B isn’t correct because the paragraph states the opposite:  “importance of ancient 
historical events”. 



Answer C isn’t correct because the paragraph never states that people don’t understand 
ancient history.  It does say, “people don’t understand…the impact and importance” of 
ancient history.  Those are not the same.  When you are writing annotations, make sure that 
your annotation doesn’t change the meaning of the passage. 

Answer D is correct because this entire introductory paragraph is trying to show 
that some people don’t want to study ancient history because they don’t 
understand the “impact and importance that ancient historical events play on 
today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Using RwCURAJ (Read with Courage) 

RwCURAJ is an acronym to help students remember the steps involved: 
R = Read the passage 
(w = with; Read “with” Courage) 
C = Circle (or underline or highlight) the key words in the question 
U = Underline (or highlight) the important information in the passage 
R = Reread the circled question words AND the underlined information to ensure they go 
together 
A = Answer the question (You might be surprised how often this step gets overlooked.) 
J = Justify your answer (using direct evidence from the text) 

Let’s practice these steps using our annotation question above. 
Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 
2. Ancient history is not important. 
3. People don’t understand ancient history. 
4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 



First, we read the question: 
Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

Then, we circle (or underline or highlight) the key words in the question: 
Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

We need to circle the question word, “Which,” in order to identify the type of question being 
asked.  Then, we need to circle the nouns and verbs that focus on exactly what the question 
is asking, “annotations…best fit”. 

Now, we are ready to underline (or highlight) important information in the passage that 
helps us answer what the question is specifically asking. 

“Many students have lamented about the purpose (or lack thereof) of studying ancient 
history.  They don’t see the connection between events and people of long ago and the world 
of today.  What these people don’t understand is the impact and importance that ancient 
historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Great!  Now, it’s time to reread the key words from the question (the words we circled/
underlined/highlighted) and the passage (the words/phrases that we underlined/highlighted 
in the passage) to see if they go together and help us answer the question. 

“Which…annotations…best fit”  “Many students…lament…purpose…studying ancient history.  
They don’t see the connection…these people don’t understand…the impact and importance 
that ancient historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific 
advancement.” 

Yes, the key words from the question can be answered with the underlined portions of the 
passage.  Let’s answer the question. 



This part can be tricky because you often have to interpret the evidence (underlined/
highlighted parts of the passage) to decide on your answer.  Just make sure that you always 
base your answer on evidence that is in the passage.  In this case, we know D is the right 
answer. 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 

2. Ancient history is not important. 

3. People don’t understand ancient history. 

4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 

It’s time for our last step of RwCURAJ:  Justify your answer!  This is the most important 
step to show that you truly understand the content.  Justifications do not need to be 
complete sentences unless you are writing a short answer instead of answering a multiple 
choice question.  Justifications do need to use evidence directly found in the text.  
Sometimes, that evidence states the answer and sometimes that evidence is a clue to the 
answer. 

Sometimes, you will need to explain your answer choice in greater detail and sometimes you 
will just need a quote.  In this case, the justification is a bit more involved and requires 
some explanation: 

Answer D is correct because this entire introductory paragraph is trying to show 
that some people don’t want to study ancient history because they don’t 
understand the “impact and importance that ancient historical events play on 
today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 



Try not to get overwhelmed with the steps of RwCURAJ.  The more you practice, the better 
and faster you will get.  If you use the steps consistently on every question, you will be a pro 
at it in no time and it will become second nature to you.  You will start doing the steps in 
your head without even realizing it! 

Now that you have some tools to use as you critically read and analyze texts, let’s get 
started with our benchmark reviews! 



6th Grade Benchmark 1 Review

Essential Vocabulary:  

RI 01  
Textual Evidence - a piece of information from a text that we use to support our 
ideas, beliefs, opinions, and arguments.  
Analysis - a detailed examination of the elements or structure of something  
Inference - an educated guess or conclusion based on evidence from the passage 
and prior personal knowledge  

RI 02  
Central Idea - the main idea and what the text is mainly about  
Opinion - a view or judgment based on personal beliefs  
Summary - a brief, unbiased, account of the main points and important details  
Supporting Details - reasons, examples, facts, steps, or other kinds of evidence 
that explain the main idea  
Objective - not influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions when 
presenting information 
Subjective - based on personal feelings, tastes, or opinions  

RI 03  
Interactions - influence or involvement with someone or something  
Individuals - single member of a group, or a single entity Events - thing that 
happens, occasion Connect - join together or establish a link  
Determine - decide, come to a resolution, establish, or resolve  
Ideas - a thought or suggestion Impact - have an effect on, influence 
Relationships - connections, associations, correlations  
Affect - influence, change, or determine  
Relate - connect, associate, or correlate  
Causes - make happen, bring about  



RL01 
Textual Evidence - a piece of information from a text that we use to support our 
ideas, beliefs, opinions, and arguments  
Analysis - a detailed examination of the elements or structure of something  
Inference - an educated guess or conclusion based on evidence from the passage 
and prior personal knowledge  
Explicit - stated directly by the author  
Implicit - must be inferred by the reader because the author did not directly 
state it 

RL 03  
Narrative Plot - the story line or events in the story; the parts that make up a 
story  
Exposition - the introduction of a story, which includes the setting, characters, 
and conflict 
Setting - the places and times of a story; when and where a story takes place  
Character - a person, animal, being, creature, or thing in a story  
Conflict (internal/ external) - the main problem in a story  
Rising Action - the events that lead up to the climax  
Climax - the turning point of the story, when the reader understands what comes 
next  
Falling Action - details the consequences -- good or bad -- that the characters 
must deal with after the turning point of events 
Resolution - the end of the story; usually the last line or two 



Benchmark 1 Learning Objectives 

RI01:  Apply strong textual evidence in supporting a complex inference or analysis of 
the text. (Informational text) 

RI02:  Evaluate central ideas and how they are conveyed through particular details and 
provide a comprehensive summary, distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RI03:  Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, 
and developed in a text and analyze relationships among the key individuals, events, or 
ideas. 

RL01:  Apply strong textual evidence in supporting a complex inference or analysis of 
the text. (Literature) 

RL03:  Analyze how the plot of a particular story or drama unfolds in a series of 
episodes, as well as how the responses and changes of complex characters contribute to 
the plot as it moves toward a resolution. 



Passages and Questions
Read and annotate the following passages, then use RwCURAJ to answer every question.

The Hunt 
by K. Hill 

The hunter rides swiftly, ducking when necessary to avoid the branches determined to slap him off 
his horse. His eyes never waver from the goal--a small patch of moonlight signaling the end of the 
tree line and serving as a doorway to the meadow beyond. 

He can no longer hear the wolves howling behind him, but he can sense them getting closer and 
closer. Their padded feet, muffled as they trod on the forest floor, will soon catch up to him and 
Willow. A pack that size could easily take down his trusty steed and leave him vulnerable to attack. 

But why did they come after him at all? He had been hunting deep in the forest as was his custom. 
They had never given him a second glance before tonight. They usually kept their distance, staring 
menacingly, but never approaching. The hunter painfully remembers twisting his ankle on a 
depression in the ground and one of the larger wolves approaching quickly and growling. 

He had managed to wing her with an arrow, but that just seemed to enrage the pack as they 
gathered around and started closing in on him. He managed to mount Willow, and they sped off. 
Looking behind him, the hunter caught a glimpse of the wounded she-wolf picking something up in 
her jaws and giving chase, the rest of the pack following close behind.   

Now, his only chance lay in the meadow where he knows there's a small cabin just large enough to 
bring a horse inside. If he could make it there, he could wait out the night and the nocturnal 
predators on his heels. Once daylight came, he would saddle his beloved Willow and be on his way 
in safety. 



Breaking through the tree-line, the hunter spots a dark shape on the moonlit grass just 200 yards 
distant. Willow must have seen it too, because she puts on a burst of speed, and they cross the 
distance in no time. 

The hunter swiftly swings one leg over to meet the other and slides deftly down his steed’s side in 
one graceful motion. Bursting through the door, he leads Willow to the center of the small room, 
shuts the door, and blockades it with a nearby table as the pack’s howls echo in the night air--too 
close for comfort. He collapses in a heap next to his horse, breathing heavily as the adrenaline 
pumping through his body starts to subside. 

Just as he is about to lie down and get some rest, he hears a soft whimper outside. The hunter 
smirks spitefully. He knows there is no way for the pack to fill their bellies now, and he wants them 
to suffer for the fear they have made him feel tonight. 

The cabin doesn’t have a proper bed, just two chairs, a table, and a pile of blankets in a corner. The 
hunter grabs some blankets, shakes them and lays them down on the floor in a long pile. “At least, 
it’s a bit better than sleeping on the ground outside,” he thinks to himself as he tries to get 
comfortable. Just as his eyes are closing, he hears it again--a whimper. This time, he stays stock 
still and listens closely. He hears it yet again, even more quietly this time.   

Getting up from his makeshift bed, he tries to look out of the window by the door, but it is too dirty, 
and the angle is wrong. The emotional edge of being chased down has not left him yet, and he 
starts to second-guess his decision to investigate the noise.  What if it isn’t just one animal? What 
if the wolves are waiting just outside for him to make a grave mistake? 

He shakes off the unease, “That’s not possible. Wolves are smart, but they aren’t capable of laying 
a trap. I hope." 

Steeling himself, he quietly moves the table and slowly opens the door a crack, peering out into the 
night.   



“Bless my soul! It’s a she-wolf pup!” he exclaims. “But, how did you get here, little warrior?” He 
reaches down to pick up the pup who is so weak, that she doesn’t even protest. He glances at the 
edge of the meadow and sees the distinct shape of the wolf he hit with his arrow. She is panting 
hard and laying on her side, but he sees the unmistakable glow of her eyes as if she is watching 
him. “Good riddance,” the hunter thinks as he takes the pup inside. 

Lighting a candle, he places her gently on the table. She is limp and her eyes are waxy, but nothing 
appears broken. Maybe she was separated from the pack and lost her way. Maybe they kicked her 
out of the pack because she was weak. The hunter drips some water from his canteen down his 
finger into her mouth. She barely moves her tongue to half-heartedly lick at the water around her 
mouth. The hunter furrows his brow, “That’s not a good sign.” 

“Well, my little warrior, let’s get you warmed up. Maybe with some luck, you will survive the night.” 
Wrapping the pup in a blanket, the hunter lays down next to the bundle and tries to sleep. His mind 
can not rest, however. His thoughts are only on the pup. Every hour or so, he gently moves the 
blanket away from her mouth to give her water and see if she’s still alive. 

In the morning, the hunter sneaks out to find food as the pup sleeps. He is shaken to find that the 
wolf he saw the night before is still there, but barely breathing. He approaches cautiously as she 
weakly opens one eye to gaze at him. Carefully, she lifts her head just enough to turn and look at 
the cabin, then back at the hunter as if she wants something from him.   

Suddenly, he understands. “I will take good care of her. I promise.” She lays her head back down 
and rattles out her last breath. Wiping his eyes, the hunter continues into the woods. 

It doesn’t take long before the hunter brings back a rabbit and cooks it in the hearth. He leads 
Willow outside, feeds and waters her, and ties her to the hitching post to snack on grass and soak 
in the sun. 

The smell of the rabbit cooking arouses the pup, and she lifts her small head to sniff the air.   



“Oh good! You’re awake! And it seems that you may be a bit hungry too. Thank heaven for that!” 
The hunter takes the rabbit off the fire and gingerly pulls off a tiny bit of meat. He brings it over to 
the pup and holds it close to her mouth. She licks it cautiously and then accidentally nips the 
hunter’s fingers as she greedily grabs the meat from his hand.   

After her meal, Little Warrior snuggles up with the hunter. As he strokes her fur, he thinks, “She 
will be a strong and fearless hunter someday, just like her mother.”  

(RL01)   
1. What conclusion can be drawn about the relationship between the wounded wolf 

and the wolf pup? 
A. The wounded wolf is not related to the wolf pup. 
B. The wounded wolf is the wolf pup’s mother. 
C. The wolf pup killed the wounded wolf. 
D. The wounded wolf tried to kill the wolf pup. 

2. What can you infer about the future of the wolf pup? 
A. The wolf pup will be a strong and fearless hunter. 
B. The wolf pup will attack the hunter. 
C. The wolf pup and the hunter will stay together and become friends. 
D. The hunter will leave the wolf pup behind. 

3. What can you infer about the hunter when he sees the wounded wolf again as he 
leaves to go hunt for food? 
A. He is sad that the wounded wolf died. 
B. He hates the wounded wolf. 
C. He wishes his arrow had killed the wounded wolf. 
D. He is scared of the wounded wolf and wishes she had left during the night. 



4. What piece of textual evidence supports that the hunter has changed his mind 
about the wolves? 
A. “The wolf is panting hard and laying on her side, but he sees the 

unmistakable glow of her eyes as if she is watching him.” 
B. “He knows there is no way for the pack to fill their bellies now and he wants 

them to suffer for the fear they have made him feel tonight.” 
C. “He leads Willow outside, feeds and waters her and ties her to the hitching 

post to snack on grass and soak in the sun.” 
D. “As he strokes her fur, he thinks, ‘She will be a strong and fearless hunter 

someday, just like her mother.’” 

(RL03) 
5. What is the climax of the story? 

A. “The wolf is panting hard and laying on her side, but he sees the 
unmistakable glow of her eyes as if she is watching him.” 

B. “He knows there is no way for the pack to fill their bellies now and he wants 
them to suffer for the fear they have made him feel tonight.” 

C. “He leads Willow outside, feeds and waters her and ties her to the hitching 
post to snack on grass and soak in the sun.” 

D. “Suddenly, he understands. ‘I will take good care of her. I promise.’” 

6. Read the sentence:  “Now, his only chance lay in the meadow where he knows 
there's a small cabin just large enough to bring a horse inside.”  What part of the 
plot does this sentence best represent? 
A. Falling action 
B. Exposition 
C. Climax 
D. Conflict 



7. How did the hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her 
help bring the story to a resolution? 
A. The hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her 

made no difference to the hunter having a better understanding of the 
wolves. 

B. The hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her led 
to the wounded wolf’s death. 

C. The hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her 
contributed to the hunter’s safety. 

D. The hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her 
helped him to have a better understanding of the wolves. 

Homework:  Helpful or Harmful 
by Kristi Hill 

For years; schools, educators and families have struggled with the question of whether 
or not homework is beneficial for students and their learning.  This debate has naturally 
created a divide that has widened in recent years due to an increase in at-home and 
online schooling.   

The protestors of homework claim that it causes undue stress and related health issues 
in young people as well as interfering with other activities.  A Stanford study of over 
4,000 high school students in high-performing California schools found that excessive 
homework was even limiting time that could be spent with family and friends or at 
other extracurricular activities “developing other talents and skills.” (Stanford News, 
March 2014) 

The problem with a study like this one is that the findings are based on teenagers’ 
written input to open-ended questions.  The participants’ answers could be skewed by 



their own desire to complain about their homework situation to people outside of their 
school and families. 

Nevertheless, there does seem to be a problem with the type of homework that some 
students have to do on a daily basis.   

Janine Bempechat, a clinical professor of human development at the Boston University 
Wheelock College of Education and Human Development, found that low-income 
students may suffer a disadvantage from being assigned homework that they do not 
have the resources to complete properly.  For example:  a project that requires families 
to acquire materials that are expensive.  Even a project that requires crayons or 
markers can be a challenge for a student that doesn’t have those items at home. 

However, some studies have shown that high-quality homework, homework that has 
clear instructions and requires problem solving and practicing skills taught during the 
school day, helps improve understanding of the material and increases test scores. 

In addition to the content, regularly assigned homework has other benefits as well.  
Bempechat points out that the practice of doing homework increases a child’s ability to 
set goals, self-regulate and build up a natural “resilience in the face of challenge.”  
These are necessary skills to master in order to be successful throughout the rest of a 
student’s educational experience and, even more importantly, throughout life. 

So, what is the “right” amount of homework?  That depends on the needs of the 
students, their access to resources and additional support, and their age.  Harris Cooper 
of Duke University synthesized several research studies on homework and came up with 
the well-known “10 minute rule” which states that time spent on homework each night 
should average 10 minutes per grade level.  That means that an average sixth grader 
should be spending around 60 minutes on homework each night.  Of course, this amount 
will vary depending on each individual child’s academic needs. 



As much as students would like to eliminate homework altogether, it definitely has its 
advantages as long as it is used in a meaningful and appropriate way to reinforce 
classroom learning.  Instead of fighting whether or not to assign homework at all, we 
should focus on the quality of the homework itself in order to give our students their 
best chance for success both academically and personally. 

(RI02) 
8. What is the topic of this text?  

A. Homework 
B. Increasing test scores 
C. Reinforcing learning 
D. Janine Bempechat 

9.  What is the central idea of this article? 
A. Don’t give kids homework. 
B. Homework doesn’t help students. 
C. The right type and amount of homework is helpful. 
D. Students would like to eliminate homework. 



10. What sentence supports the central idea? 
A. “That means that an average sixth grader should be spending around 60 

minutes on homework each night.” 
B. “However, some studies have shown that high-quality homework, homework 

that has clear instructions and requires problem solving and practicing skills 
taught during the school day, helps improve understanding of the material 
and increases test scores.” 

C. “The protestors of homework claim that it causes undue stress and other 
related health issues in young people.” 

D. “A Stanford study of over 4,000 high school students in high-performing 
California schools found that excessive homework was even limiting time 
that could be spent with family and friends or at other extracurricular 
activities ‘developing other talents and skills.’” 

(RI01) 
11. What inference can you make about how the author feels about the Stanford 

study? 
A. The author agrees with the Stanford study. 
B. The author doesn’t care about the Stanford study. 
C. The author thinks the Stanford study is correct. 
D. The author questions the accuracy of the Stanford study. 

12. What conclusion can be drawn from reading this article? 
A. The author believes homework can be helpful. 
B. The author believes homework is hurtful. 
C. The author believes homework needs to be short and easy. 
D. The author believes homework needs to take a long time to be effective. 



13. What sentence supports the inference that a Sophomore in high school should be 
doing about an hour and 40 minutes of homework each night? 
A. “That depends on the needs of the students, their access to resources and 

additional support, and their age.” 
B. “Even a project that requires crayons or markers can be a challenge for a 

student that doesn’t have those items at home.” 
C. “Harris Cooper of Duke University synthesized several research studies on 

homework and came up with the well-known “10 minute rule” which states 
that time spent on homework each night should average 10 minutes per 
grade level.” 

D. “As much as students would like to eliminate homework altogether, it 
definitely has its advantages as long as it is used in a meaningful and 
appropriate way to reinforce classroom learning.” 

(RI03) 
14. The author says that regularly assigned homework has benefits outside of school.  

How is this point illustrated in the text? 
A. The author uses quotations from a student who has benefitted from 

homework outside of school. 
B. The author includes testimony from Janine Bempechat, a clinical professor, 

listing the benefits of homework. 
C. The author elaborates on the “10 minute rule”. 
D. The author uses statistics to show that homework increases test scores. 



15. According to the author, homework should follow the “10 minute rule.” Why does 
the author offer this fact? 
A. To elaborate on why homework is helpful. 
B. To illustrate that homework can be done quickly. 
C. To illustrate how much homework is the “right” amount. 
D. To introduce why homework is important. 

16. The author says that there seems to be a problem with the type of homework 
that some students are required to do.  How is this point illustrated in the text? 
A. The author includes a quote about the impact of homework on low-income 

students. 
B. The author includes an example of how low-income students may be 

negatively affected by the type of homework they are assigned. 
C. The author provides statistics about how many students are negatively 

affected by the type of homework they are assigned. 
D. The author gives a definition of the right type of homework. 



6th Grade Benchmark 1 Answer Key (with explanations)
1. What conclusion can be drawn about the relationship between the wounded wolf and 
the wolf pup? 

A. The wounded wolf is not related to the wolf pup. 
B. The wounded wolf is the wolf pup’s mother. 
C. The wolf pup killed the wounded wolf. 
D. The wounded wolf tried to kill the wolf pup. 

Conclusion = inference.  An inference = what I know + what I read.  
The text gives me clues about the relationship between the 
wounded wolf and the wolf pup:  “wounded she-wolf picking 
something up in her jaws”; “Carefully, she lifts her head just 
enough to turn and look at the cabin, then back at the hunter as if 
she wants something from him”; “As he strokes her fur, he thinks, 
‘She will be a strong and fearless hunter someday, just like her 
mother.’”  I can put all of those textual clues together with what I 
know about mother/child relationships to conclude that the 
wounded wolf is the wolf pup’s mother.

2. What can you infer about the future of the wolf pup? 
A. The wolf pup will be a strong and fearless hunter. 
B. The wolf pup will attack the hunter. 
C. The wolf pup and the hunter will stay together and become friends. 
D. The hunter will leave the wolf pup behind. 

An inference = what I know + what I read.  The text gives me clues 
about what will happen in the future with the wolf pup:  “Suddenly, 
he understands. ‘I will take good care of her. I promise.’”  “After 
her meal, Little Warrior snuggles up with the hunter. As he strokes 
her fur,”  I can put these textual clues together with what I have 



seen people do when they care about each other to infer that the 
pup and the hunter will stay together and become friends.

3. What can you infer about the hunter when he sees the wounded wolf 
again as he leaves to go hunt for food?

A. He is sad that the wounded wolf died. 
B. He hates the wounded wolf. 
C. He wishes his arrow had killed the wounded wolf. 
D. He is scared of the wounded wolf and wishes she had left during 

the night. 

An inference = what I know + what I read.  The text gives me clues 
about the way the hunter feels:  “Wiping his eyes, the hunter 
continues into the woods.”  I know that people usually wipe their 
eyes when they’ve been crying, so I can tell that the hunter is sad.

4. What piece of textual evidence supports that the hunter has changed his mind about 
the wolves? 

A. “The wolf is panting hard and laying on her side, but he sees the unmistakable 
glow of her eyes as if she is watching him.” 

B. “He knows there is no way for the pack to fill their bellies now and he wants 
them to suffer for the fear they have made him feel tonight.” 

C. “He leads Willow outside, feeds and waters her and ties her to the hitching post 
to snack on grass and soak in the sun.” 

D. “As he strokes her fur, he thinks, ‘She will be a strong and fearless 
hunter someday, just like her mother.’” 

An inference = what I know + what I read.  I need to connect 
answer D to the fact that the hunter has changed his mind about 
the wolves.  In the beginning of the story, the hunter hopes the 
wolves are miserable and hungry because they have scared him.  



However, this quote describes the pup’s mother as “strong” and 
“fearless” which are both positive adjectives.  The hunter is 
thinking positively about the mother wolf which shows that he is 
no longer angry at the wolves and sees them in a more positive 
light.

5. What is the climax of the story? 
A. “The wolf is panting hard and laying on her side, but he sees the unmistakable 

glow of her eyes as if she is watching him.” 
B. “He knows there is no way for the pack to fill their bellies now and he wants 

them to suffer for the fear they have made him feel tonight.” 
C. “He leads Willow outside, feeds and waters her and ties her to the hitching post 

to snack on grass and soak in the sun.” 
D. “Suddenly, he understands. ‘I will take good care of her. I promise.’” 

I know that the climax of a story is directly connected to the main 
problem (conflict) of the story.  In this story, the main conflict is 
the animosity (strong dislike) between the hunter and the wolves.  
The climax also shows a change in the situation and the conflict is 
resolved after the climax is done.  In this case, the hunter realizes 
that the wounded wolf is not trying to hurt him, she just wants him 
to take care of her pup because she is dying.  At this point in the 
story, the animosity between the hunter and the wolves is over. 



6. Read the sentence: “Now, his only chance lay in the meadow where he knows there's 
a small cabin just large enough to bring a horse inside.” What part of the plot does this 
sentence best represent? 

A. Falling action 
B. Exposition 
C. Climax 
D. Conflict 

In order to answer this question, we need to fully understand the 
definition of each of the parts of plot.  Exposition introduces the 
characters and the setting.  Rising action introduces the conflict 
(main problem of the story) and builds suspense.  The climax is 
when the main character comes face to face with the problem and 
the problem is resolved in some way.  Falling action wraps up 
loose ends and happens after the climax.  The resolution is the 
very end of the story.  In this case, the sentence happens more in 
the rising action part of the story, but “rising action” is not one of 
the answer choices.  Now, I need to look for an answer choice that 
fits the best.  Because the sentence describes a place, it most 
closely relates to the setting of the story.  The setting is introduced 
in the exposition, so the answer is B.



7. How did the hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her help 
bring the story to a resolution? 

A. The hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her made 
no difference to the hunter having a better understanding of the wolves. 

B. The hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her led to 
the wounded wolf’s death. 

C. The hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for her 
contributed to the hunter’s safety. 

D. The hunter’s decision to bring the wolf pup in the cabin and care for 
her helped him to have a better understanding of the wolves. 

These types of questions usually have an answer or two that 
doesn’t fit the story at all, so you should look for any answers that 
aren’t accurate to the story first.  In this case, A is not correct 
because every part of a story should be leading the story toward 
its resolution (ending) and caring for the wolf pup did help the 
hunter understand the wolves better.  B and C don’t make sense 
because bringing the pup into the cabin didn’t have anything to do 
with the wounded wolf’s death or the hunter’s safety.  So, D is the 
best choice.  “As he strokes her fur, he thinks, ‘She will be a 
strong and fearless hunter someday, just like her mother.’”

8. What is the topic of this text?  
A. Homework 
B. Increasing test scores 
C. Reinforcing learning 
D. Janine Bempechat 

The topic is the main subject of the passage and is often repeated.  
In this case, the topic is in the title and mentioned multiple times in 



the text.  B & C are reasons why homework is important.  D is an 
expert who is quoted in the text, but she is not the topic.

9. What is the central idea of this article? 
A. Don’t give kids homework. 
B. Homework doesn’t help students. 
C. The right type and amount of homework is helpful. 
D. Students would like to eliminate homework. 

The central idea of a passage is the topic and the key details 
together.  It is the main message, important “takeaway” or lesson 
that the author wants the reader to know by the time they are done 
reading the passage.  This passage is a bit tricky when trying to 
identify the central idea because it is never directly stated.  We 
must use the clues given in the text to figure out the main 
message:  “However, some studies have shown that high-quality 
homework, homework that has clear instructions and requires 
problem solving and practicing skills taught during the school day, 
helps improve understanding of the material and increases test 
scores.”  “time spent on homework each night should average 10 
minutes per grade level.”  These two main points are the focus of 
the article, so the answer is C which shows that homework can be 
helpful if it is the right type and amount for the grade level.  A & B 
are the opposite of the article’s message.  D is just an opinion 
stated in the article and is not the focus of the main message.



10. What sentence supports the central idea? 

A. “That means that an average sixth grader should be spending around 60 
minutes on homework each night.” 

B. “However, some studies have shown that high-quality homework, 
homework that has clear instructions and requires problem solving 
and practicing skills taught during the school day, helps improve 
understanding of the material and increases test scores.” 

C. “The protestors of homework claim that it causes undue stress and other 
related health issues in young people.” 

D. “A Stanford study of over 4,000 high school students in high-performing 
California schools found that excessive homework was even limiting time that 
could be spent with family and friends or at other extracurricular activities 
‘developing other talents and skills.’” 

This question is tricky because there are two answers that could 
be considered correct.  But first, let’s eliminate the wrong 
answers.  C & D are incorrect because both of these show the 
disadvantages of homework.  However, the central idea (which we 
identified in the previous question) states that homework can be 
helpful.  That leaves us with A & B.  Both show a piece of the 
central idea, so we have to decide which answer is the best 
choice.  A only gives an example of how much homework a 6th 
grader should be assigned.  On the other hand, B describes the 
right type of homework and lists two benefits from doing this type 
of homework.  Since the central idea mentions the right type and 
amount of homework can be helpful, B fits more pieces of the 
central idea and is therefore the right answer.  



11. What inference can you make about how the author feels about the 
Stanford study? 

A. The author agrees with the Stanford study. 
B. The author doesn’t care about the Stanford study. 
C. The author thinks the Stanford study is correct. 
D. The author questions the accuracy of the Stanford study. 

An inference = what I know + what I read.  In this case, I need to 
find clues in the text that will help me decide how the author feels 
about the Stanford study.  In paragraph three, the author states, 
“The problem with a study like this one is that the findings are 
based on teenagers’ written input to open-ended questions.  The 
participants’ answers could be skewed by their own desire to 
complain about their homework situation to people outside of their 
school and families.”  This is a clear indication that the author 
doubts the accuracy of the study.  Words and phrases like 
“problem with” and “could be skewed” shows that the author is 
questioning the findings of the study.  A & C are incorrect because 
they state the opposite of what the evidence shows.  Be is 
incorrect because if the author didn’t care about the study, she 
wouldn’t have included it in the article.  Therefore, D is correct.  

12. What conclusion can be drawn from reading this article? 
A. The author believes homework can be helpful. 
B. The author believes homework is hurtful. 
C. The author believes homework needs to be short and easy. 
D. The author believes homework needs to take a long time to be effective. 

Conclusion = inference.  An inference = what I know + what I read.  
The text ends by stating, “As much as students would like to 
eliminate homework altogether, it definitely has its advantages as 



long as it is used in a meaningful and appropriate way to reinforce 
classroom learning.  Instead of fighting whether or not to assign 
homework at all, we should focus on the quality of the homework 
itself in order to give our students their best chance for success 
both academically and personally.”  I know that the words 
“advantages…meaningful…reinforce classroom learning…best…
success” all show the author’s positive opinion about homework.  
Therefore, I can put that together with words in the answers that 
show a positive take on homework.  A has the word “helpful” 
which matches what the author is stating in the last paragraph, so 
A is the correct answer.  B is incorrect because it is the exact 
opposite of what the text clues state.  In addition, C & D do not 
have any evidence in the text to support them.  

13. What sentence supports the inference that a Sophomore in high school should be 
doing about an hour and 40 minutes of homework each night? 

A. “That depends on the needs of the students, their access to resources and 
additional support, and their age.” 

B. “Even a project that requires crayons or markers can be a challenge for a 
student that doesn’t have those items at home.” 

C. “Harris Cooper of Duke University synthesized several research 
studies on homework and came up with the well-known “10 minute 
rule” which states that time spent on homework each night should 
average 10 minutes per grade level.” 

D. “As much as students would like to eliminate homework altogether, it definitely 
has its advantages as long as it is used in a meaningful and appropriate way to 
reinforce classroom learning.” 

For this answer, we have to connect the quote from our chosen 
answer with the inference given in the question.  The inference is 
“a Sophomore in high school should be doing about an hour and a 



half of homework each night”, so we have to look for an answer 
that would give us a clue for that inference.  A doesn’t have 
anything to do with the amount of homework given to students.  B 
addresses the resources a student may or may not have--not the 
amount of homework given.  D states that there are advantages to 
doing the right type of homework, but doesn’t address the amount 
of homework that should be given.  C is the only answer that tells 
the reader how to calculate the amount of homework given.  In 
fact, a Sophomore in high school is in the 10th grade.  If we 
multiply 10X10, we get 100 minutes.  If an hour is 60 minutes, then 
a Sophomore should be doing about an hour and 40 minutes of 
homework each night.

14. The author says that regularly assigned homework has benefits outside of school.  
How is this point illustrated in the text? 

A. The author uses quotations from a student who has benefitted from homework 
outside of school. 

B. The author includes testimony from Janine Bempechat, a clinical 
professor, listing the benefits of homework. 

C. The author elaborates on the “10 minute rule”. 
D. The author uses statistics to show that homework increases test scores. 

When an author introduces, illustrates and/or elaborates a point 
(which simply means how does the author explain or expand on a 
certain point); she can use several different techniques including 
statistics (numerical data), anecdotes (short, often humorous, 
stories), examples, definitions, quotes from experts, etc.  We need 
to decide which one is used to illustrate the point:  “homework has 
benefits outside of school”.  So, we first have to find where in the 
text this point is made.  In paragraph seven, the author states, “In 
addition to the content, regularly assigned homework has other 



benefits as well.  Bempechat points out that the practice of doing 
homework increases a child’s ability to set goals, self-regulate and 
build up a natural ‘resilience in the face of challenge.’  These are 
necessary skills to master in order to be successful throughout 
the rest of a student’s educational experience and, even more 
importantly, throughout life.”  The author uses testimony from an 
expert who lists the benefits of homework.  So, B is the correct 
answer.  A is incorrect because no such evidence exists in the 
article.  C doesn’t have anything to do with benefits outside of 
school.  D shows one of the benefits in school--not outside of 
school.

15. According to the author, homework should follow the “10 minute rule.” Why does 
the author offer this fact? 

A. To elaborate on why homework is helpful. 
B. To illustrate that homework can be done quickly. 
C. To illustrate how much homework is the “right” amount. 
D. To introduce why homework is important. 

This answer is pretty self-explanatory, but we still need to find a 
quote from the text that supports this answer:  “So, what is the 
‘right’ amount of homework?  That depends on the needs of the 
students, their access to resources and additional support, and 
their age.” 



16. The author says that there seems to be a problem with the type of homework that 
some students are required to do.  How is this point illustrated in the text? 

A. The author includes a quote about the impact of homework on low-income 
students. 

B. The author includes an example of how low-income students may be 
negatively affected by the type of homework they are assigned. 

C. The author provides statistics about how many students are negatively affected 
by the type of homework they are assigned. 

D. The author gives a definition of the right type of homework. 

Remember, illustrated means explained, so we are looking for the 
way the author explains the “problem with the type of homework 
that some students are required to do.”  In order to answer this 
question, we need to find where this is stated in the text.  In 
paragraph four, the author makes this point, so we need to look in 
paragraph five for how the author explains this point.  “low-income 
students may suffer a disadvantage from being assigned 
homework that they do not have the resources to complete 
properly.  For example:  a project that requires families to acquire 
materials that are expensive.  Even a project that requires crayons 
or markers can be a challenge for a student that doesn’t have 
those items at home.”  This is giving an example to show how low-
income students may be negatively (badly) affected by the type of 
homework that is assigned.  Therefore, B is the correct answer.  A 
is incorrect because there isn’t a quote from an expert included in 
this section of the article.  C is incorrect because no numerical 
data was given in this section either.  D is incorrect because the 
author doesn’t define the right type of homework to explain why 
there is a problem with the type of homework assigned to low-
income students.



Students:  Thank you for taking the time to go through this review!  I know that with 
effort, determination, tenacity and persistence, you will rock that benchmark!  
  
Parents:  This concludes the 6th Grade Benchmark 1 Review.  Please contact your 
child’s teacher if you have any questions or need additional support. 


