









6th Grade Reading 
Benchmark 2 

Parent Handbook

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help 
them prepare for their Benchmark Test. Please allow your child to work 

independently through the material and then check their work using the answer 
key in the back of the handbook. If you have any questions or concerns about 
this material, please contact your child’s teacher. Thank you for your support.



6th Grade Reading Parent Handbook Introduction 

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help them 
prepare for their benchmark test. Please allow your child to work independently through the 
material and then check the work using the answer key in the back of the handbook.  

Thank you for your continued partnership to help your child have a successful 6th grade 
year.  

Tips for Success 

Read with your child every day!  (Even at this age, reading together helps encourage fluency 
and comprehension and emphasizes the importance of reading.) 

Check your child’s grades in PowerSchool every Monday and have your child reach out to 
their teachers about tutoring and/or redoing tests and even assignments. 

Communicate with your child’s teachers and encourage your child to do the same. 

Annotations & RwCURAJ Tutorial 

Before we review the benchmark standards, please ensure that you and your child work 
through the following tutorial on annotating texts and using the steps of “Read with 
Courage” (RwCURAJ).   

Annotations and RwCURAJ will help your child focus on what the passage is about and what 
the questions are asking.  This helps avoid silly mistakes and larger misunderstandings that 
lead to wrong answer choices. 

Annotating a passage 



Annotations should be brief summaries of each section of the passage.  They do not need to 
be complete sentences.  Annotations should include the main point of that section and may 
also include any key details that are included in that section. 

Let’s practice: 

Read the following paragraph from a larger passage: 
“Many students have lamented about the purpose (or lack thereof) of studying ancient 
history.  They don’t see the connection between events and people of long ago and the world 
of today.  What these people don’t understand is the impact and importance that ancient 
historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 

2. Ancient history is not important. 

3. People don’t understand ancient history. 

4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 

Let’s evaluate these answers: 

Answer A isn’t correct because that isn’t the main point of this paragraph.  It’s just the way 
the topic is introduced through the first line of the paragraph. 

Answer B isn’t correct because the paragraph states the opposite:  “importance of ancient 
historical events”. 



Answer C isn’t correct because the paragraph never states that people don’t understand 
ancient history.  It does say, “people don’t understand…the impact and importance” of 
ancient history.  Those are not the same.  When you are writing annotations, make sure that 
your annotation doesn’t change the meaning of the passage. 

Answer D is correct because this entire introductory paragraph is trying to show 
that some people don’t want to study ancient history because they don’t 
understand the “impact and importance that ancient historical events play on 
today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Using RwCURAJ (Read with Courage) 

RwCURAJ is an acronym to help students remember the steps involved: 
R = Read the passage 
(w = with; Read “with” Courage) 
C = Circle (or underline or highlight) the key words in the question 
U = Underline (or highlight) the important information in the passage 
R = Reread the circled question words AND the underlined information to ensure they go 
together 
A = Answer the question (You might be surprised how often this step gets overlooked.) 
J = Justify your answer (using direct evidence from the text) 

Let’s practice these steps using our annotation question above. 
Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 
2. Ancient history is not important. 
3. People don’t understand ancient history. 
4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 

First, we read the question: 



Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

Then, we circle (or underline or highlight) the key words in the question: 
Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

We need to circle the question word, “Which,” in order to identify the type of question being 
asked.  Then, we need to circle the nouns and verbs that focus on exactly what the question 
is asking, “annotations…best fit”. 

Now, we are ready to underline (or highlight) important information in the passage that 
helps us answer what the question is specifically asking. 

“Many students have lamented about the purpose (or lack thereof) of studying ancient 
history.  They don’t see the connection between events and people of long ago and the world 
of today.  What these people don’t understand is the impact and importance that ancient 
historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Great!  Now, it’s time to reread the key words from the question (the words we circled/
underlined/highlighted) and the passage (the words/phrases that we underlined/highlighted 
in the passage) to see if they go together and help us answer the question. 

“Which…annotations…best fit”  “Many students…lament…purpose…studying ancient history.  
They don’t see the connection…these people don’t understand…the impact and importance 
that ancient historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific 
advancement.” 

Yes, the key words from the question can be answered with the underlined portions of the 
passage.  Let’s answer the question. 

This part can be tricky because you often have to interpret the evidence (underlined/
highlighted parts of the passage) to decide on your answer.  Just make sure that you always 



base your answer on evidence that is in the passage.  In this case, we know D is the right 
answer. 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 

2. Ancient history is not important. 

3. People don’t understand ancient history. 

4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 

It’s time for our last step of RwCURAJ:  Justify your answer!  This is the most important 
step to show that you truly understand the content.  Justifications do not need to be 
complete sentences unless you are writing a short answer instead of answering a multiple 
choice question.  Justifications do need to use evidence directly found in the text.  
Sometimes, that evidence states the answer and sometimes that evidence is a clue to the 
answer. 

Sometimes, you will need to explain your answer choice in greater detail and sometimes you 
will just need a quote.  In this case, the justification is a bit more involved and requires 
some explanation: 

Answer D is correct because this entire introductory paragraph is trying to show 
that some people don’t want to study ancient history because they don’t 
understand the “impact and importance that ancient historical events play on 
today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Try not to get overwhelmed with the steps of RwCURAJ.  The more you practice, the better 
and faster you will get.  If you use the steps consistently on every question, you will be a pro 



at it in no time and it will become second nature to you.  You will start doing the steps in 
your head without even realizing it! 

Now that you have some tools to use as you critically read and analyze texts, let’s get 
started with our benchmark reviews! 



6th Grade Benchmark 2 Review

Essential Vocabulary:  

RI 05  
Section - part of something  
Text Structure - organization or order of text  
Development - the process of growth, progress, or formation  
Cause/Effect - when text is organized by presenting events and the results of 
those events 
Compare/Contrast - when text is organized by showing similarities and 
differences 
Problem/Solution - when text is organized by presenting an issue and how it can 
be resolved 
Pro/Con - when text is organized by the presenting an argument for and against 
an issue 
Chronological - when text is organized by the order of time  
Sequential - when text is organized by the order of events  
Description - when text is organized by presenting characteristics, especially 
using the 5 senses and vivid language  
Advantages/Disadvantages - when text is organized by presenting the positive 
and negative aspects of an issue  

RL 02  
Topic - the subject of the passage; usually a word or two, but can be a short 
phrase 
Theme - the lesson about life or statement about human nature that can be 
applied to everyone 
Central Idea - the main idea and what the text is mainly about  
Opinion - a view or judgment based on personal beliefs  



Objective - not influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions when 
presenting information 
Subjective - based on personal feelings, tastes, or opinions  
Summary - a brief, unbiased, account of the main points and important details  
Development - the process of growth, progress, or formation 

RL04 
Word Choice - choosing one word over another to create a certain mood, feeling, 
or tone Impact - have an effect on, influence  
Connotation - the tone or feeling of a word or phrase or piece of work  
Figurative Language - language that is not literal, using figures of speech such as 
similes, idioms, and hyperbole  
Simile - comparing two unlike things using like or as 
Metaphor - comparing two unlike things without using like or as; stating one 
thing is the other 
Idiom - a figure of speech that doesn’t mean literally what it says; Ex: it’s raining 
cats and dogs 
Hyperbole - great exaggeration 
Personification - giving human characteristics to nonhuman things 
Context Clues - the words around an unfamiliar word that help the reader 
understand the meaning of that word  
Denotation - the literal dictionary definition  
Tone - feeling of a word or phrase or piece of work given by the word choice the 
author uses  
Mood -feeling the reader gets when reading a piece of literature; directly related 
to the tone of the passage 

RL 05  
Meaning - the definition  
Drama - a play performed for radio, theater, or television 



Poem - a piece of writing that is part speech and part song; a piece of writing in 
which the words are chosen for their beauty and sound and are carefully 
arranged, often in short lines which rhyme  
Connotation - the tone or feeling of a word or phrase or piece of work  
Denotation - the literal dictionary definition  
Figurative Language - language that is not literal, using figures of speech such as 
similes, idioms, and hyperbole  
Theme - the lesson about life or statement about human nature that the poem 
expresses; recurring ideas 

RL06 
Point of View - refers to the position of the narrator in relation to the story; the 
perspective that a story is told in  
First Person - when a narrator tells a story from his own perspective and uses I 
or me. It allows the reader to understand the feelings and thoughts of the 
narrator, usually the protagonist.  
Second Person - the narrator is speaking directly to the reader using “you”, 
“your”, etc. 
Third Person Omniscient - the reader knows 2 or more character’s thoughts and 
feelings  
Third Person Limited - the reader only knows one main character’s thoughts and 
feelings  
Third Person Objective - the reader can only see the actions and spoken dialogue 
of the characters; no character’s thoughts and feelings are known to the reader  
Narrator - the person telling a story  
Character - a person, animal, creature, being, and/or thing in the story who plays 
a part in the story 

RL09 
Literary Forms - the way a piece of writing is structured; how it is constructed 
and organized; examples include:  nonfiction, fiction, poetry, drama (plays)  



Literary Genres - a specific style or category of writing; examples include:  
historical fiction, mystery, horror, realistic fiction, science fiction, fantasy 
Theme - the lesson about life or statement about human nature that can be 
applied to everyone 
Topic - the subject of the passage; usually a word or two, but can be a short 
phrase 
Compare & Contrast - finding the similarities and differences between two or 
more passages 

Benchmark 2 Learning Objectives 

RI05:  Articulate why the author uses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 
section; then analyze how it affects the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of ideas. 

RL02:  Evaluate themes or central ideas, considering major/ minor themes, and how 
they are conveyed through particular details; then provide a comprehensive summary 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

RL04:  Analyze the meaning of words and phrases, including figurative and connotative, 
and evaluate the impact on meaning and tone. 

RL05:  articulate why the author includes a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza in a text, and analyzes how it affects the overall structure and contributes to the 
development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

RL06:  analyze how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a 
text, citing evidence to support the analysis. 

RL09:  Compare, contrast, and analyze/evaluate texts in different forms or genres in 
terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. 



Passages and Questions 

Read and annotate the following passages, then use RwCURAJ to answer 
every question.

Homework:  Helpful or Harmful 
by Kristi Hill 

For years, schools, educators and families have struggled with the question of whether 
or not homework is beneficial for students and their learning.  This debate has naturally 
created a divide that has widened in recent years due to an increase in at-home and 
online schooling.   

The protestors of homework claim that it causes undue stress and related health issues 
in young people as well as interfering with other activities.  A Stanford study of over 
4,000 high school students in high-performing California schools found that excessive 
homework was even limiting time that could be spent with family and friends or at 
other extracurricular activities “developing other talents and skills.” (Stanford News, 
March 2014) 

The problem with a study like this one is that the findings are based on teenagers’ 
written input to open-ended questions.  The participants’ answers could be skewed by 
their own desire to complain about their homework situation to people outside of their 
school and families. 

Nevertheless, there does seem to be a problem with the type of homework that some 
students have to do on a daily basis.   

Janine Bempechat, a clinical professor of human development at the Boston University 
Wheelock College of Education and Human Development, found that low-income 



students may suffer a disadvantage from being assigned homework that they do not 
have the resources to complete properly.  For example:  a project that requires families 
to acquire materials that are expensive.  Even a project that requires crayons or 
markers can be a challenge for a student that doesn’t have those items at home. 

However, some studies have shown that high-quality homework, homework that has 
clear instructions and requires problem solving and practicing skills taught during the 
school day, helps improve understanding of the material and increases test scores. 

In addition to the content, regularly assigned homework has other benefits as well.  
Bempechat points out that the practice of doing homework increases a child’s ability to 
set goals, self-regulate and build up a natural “resilience in the face of challenge.”  
These are necessary skills to master in order to be successful throughout the rest of a 
student’s educational experience and, even more importantly, throughout life. 

So, what is the “right” amount of homework?  That depends on the needs of the 
students, their access to resources and additional support, and their age.  Harris Cooper 
of Duke University synthesized several research studies on homework and came up with 
the well-known “10 minute rule” which states that time spent on homework each night 
should average 10 minutes per grade level.  That means that an average sixth grader 
should be spending around 60 minutes on homework each night.  Of course, this amount 
will vary depending on each individual child’s academic needs. 

As much as students would like to eliminate homework altogether, it definitely has its 
advantages as long as it is used in a meaningful and appropriate way to reinforce 
classroom learning.  Instead of fighting whether or not to assign homework at all, we 
should focus on the quality of the homework itself in order to give our students their 
best chance for success both academically and personally. 



(RI05) 
1. What is the overall text structure of this article? 

A. Cause & Effect 
B. Problem & Solution 
C. Compare & Contrast 
D. Pro & Con 

2. What would the article be missing if paragraphs 6 & 7 were removed? 
A. The advantages of homework  
B. The disadvantages of homework 
C. The reasons why homework should be eliminated 
D. Expert opinion about homework 

3. What sentence supports the text structure of this passage? 
A. “That depends on the needs of the students, their access to resources and 

additional support, and their age.” 
B. “Even a project that requires crayons or markers can be a challenge for a 

student that doesn’t have those items at home.” 
C. “Harris Cooper of Duke University synthesized several research studies on 

homework and came up with the well-known “10 minute rule” which states 
that time spent on homework each night should average 10 minutes per 
grade level.” 

D. “As much as students would like to eliminate homework altogether, it 
definitely has its advantages as long as it is used in a meaningful and 
appropriate way to reinforce classroom learning.” 



The Guy in the Glass 
by Dale Wimbrow (c) 1934 

When you get what you want in your struggle for self, 
And the world makes you King for a day, 
Then go to the mirror and look at yourself, 
And see what that guy has to say. 

For it isn’t your Father, or Mother, or Wife, 
Whose judgement upon you must pass. 
The feller whose verdict counts most in your life 
Is the guy staring back from the glass. 

He’s the feller to please, never mind all the rest, 
For he’s with you clear up to the end, 
And you’ve passed your most dangerous, difficult test 
If the guy in the glass is your friend. 

You may be like Jack Horner and “chisel” a plum, 
And think you’re a wonderful guy, 
But the man in the glass says you’re only a bum 
If you can’t look him straight in the eye. 

You can fool the whole world down the pathway of years,  
And get pats on the back as you pass, 
But your final reward will be heartaches and tears 
If you’ve cheated the guy in the glass. 



(RL02) 
4. What is the theme of the poem? 

A. a mirror 
B. judging others 
C. a guy 
D. doing what’s right 

5. Which sentence best supports the theme of the poem? 
A. “And think you’re a wonderful guy” 
B. “But your final reward will be heartaches and tears” 
C. “But the man in the glass says you’re only a bum/If you can’t look him 

straight in the eye.” 
D. “For it isn’t your Father, or Mother, or Wife,/Whose judgement upon you 

must pass.” 

6. Which of the following best summarizes the poem? 
A. People need to do what’s right, so they are proud of themselves and don’t 

feel ashamed. 
B. People need to look in the mirror often to evaluate themselves. 
C. People need to have as many mirrors in their house as possible. 
D. People need to act in a way that their family would approve of and 

appreciate. 

Annabel Lee 
by Edgar Allen Poe 

It was many and many a year ago, 
   In a kingdom by the sea, 
That a maiden there lived whom you may know 



   By the name of Annabel Lee; 
And this maiden she lived with no other thought 
   Than to love and be loved by me. 

I was a child and she was a child, 
   In this kingdom by the sea, 
But we loved with a love that was more than love— 
   I and my Annabel Lee— 
With a love that the wingèd seraphs of Heaven 
   Coveted her and me. 

And this was the reason that, long ago, 
   In this kingdom by the sea, 
A wind blew out of a cloud, chilling 
   My beautiful Annabel Lee; 
So that her highborn kinsmen came 
   And bore her away from me, 
To shut her up in a sepulchre 
   In this kingdom by the sea. 

The angels, not half so happy in Heaven, 
   Went envying her and me— 
Yes!—that was the reason (as all men know, 
   In this kingdom by the sea) 
That the wind came out of the cloud by night, 
   Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee. 

But our love it was stronger by far than the love 
   Of those who were older than we— 
   Of many far wiser than we— 
And neither the angels in Heaven above 



   Nor the demons down under the sea 
Can ever dissever my soul from the soul 
   Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 

For the moon never beams, without bringing me dreams 
   Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 
And the stars never rise, but I feel the bright eyes 
   Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 
And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side 
   Of my darling—my darling—my life and my bride, 
   In her sepulchre there by the sea— 
   In her tomb by the sounding sea. 

(RL04) 
7. Read the first two stanzas (poetic paragraphs) again.  What is the tone of the first 
two stanzas?   

A. Lonely 
B. Loving 
C. Cold 
D. Yearning 



8. Using context from the poem, what is the meaning of this figurative language? “And 
the stars never rise, but I feel the bright eyes”   

A. The speaker of the poem is blind and needs to touch the girl’s face in order to 
“see” her. 

B. The speaker of the poem sees Annabelle Lee’s eyes in the sky. 
C. The speaker of the poem loves the stars. 
D. The speaker of the poem misses Annabelle Lee so much that he imagines the 

stars are her eyes looking down on him. 

9. In the phrase, “Can ever dissever my soul from the soul”, what does “dissever” 
mean? 

A. join together 
B. separate 
C. calm down 
D. lift up 

10. What is the mood of the poem? 
A. Joyful 
B. Angry 
C. Longing 
D. Bitter 

11. Which set of words have positive connotations in the text? 
A. love, beautiful, beams 
B. coveted, chilling, envying 
C. year, kingdom, sea 
D. kinsmen, angels, tomb 



Gelert, the Loyal 
(Adapted from a Welsh fairy tale by K. Hill) 

A long time ago, There was a prince named Llewellyn who lived in a castle in the village 
of Aber.  He had a lovely wife, Princess Joan, who was the daughter of King John, and an 
adorable baby girl whom he cherished with all of his heart. 

Prince Llewellyn was a great hunter of wolves and foxes, and the hills of Carnarvonshire 
were so infested with wolves in those days that he had plenty of opportunities to 
practice his sport. 

In fact, he would hunt so often that throughout the country, Prince Llewellyn had 
several hunting-houses, which were on the land of his villagers’ farms.  The Prince and 
his hunting party would stay at the hunting-house on a farmer’s land, and the farmer’s 
family would feed them and give them whatever they needed.  In return, the prince 
would hunt down as many wolves as he could to help keep the farmer’s livestock safe 
from harm. 

It was Prince Llewellyn’s custom to bring his family and friends along on these hunting 
parties, so everyone could sit around the fireplace at night and recount the adventures 
of the day together. 

Along with his friends and family, the prince also brought all his hunting hounds with 
him, but his  favorite dog was Gelert, a hound who had never given up the chase (once 
he scented a wolf) in six years.  Gelert was a noble and loyal companion, and the prince 
loved Gelert as much as he loved his own child. 

Gelert loved the prince as well.  Any time the horn sounded, Gelert was always the first 
to come bounding up to see his master and lick his hand, eager for the next challenge. 

One hunting season, the prince and his entourage (including Gelert, of course) were 
staying at a farm that was having particular trouble with a certain pack of wolves led by 



a monstrously large male.  Prince Llewellyn excitedly agreed to visit and hunt down 
these predators before they could kill and eat any more of the farmer’s animals.  

When the prince left to hunt, he would leave his wife and baby at the hunting-houses.  
This time was no different.  The farmer’s wife set up a big wooden cradle for the little 
princess, and mother and child settled in for a day of leisure. 

The hunt was an incredible success!  The prince and his hunting party killed four wolves, 
and everyone was excited to go back and relive their victory.  In the dying light, Prince 
Llewellyn noticed that his beloved hound wasn’t back yet, so he asked his huntsmen, 
"Where's Gelert? I don't see him." 

One of the huntsmen replied, "Indeed, master, I’ve missed him this half- hour and 
haven’t seen him in quite a while either." 

Prince Llewellyn blew his horn, but no Gelert came at the sound.  Since Gelert often 
followed his prey for miles before cornering it, the prince knew it might take Gelert a 
little while to return to the hunting party.  After another hour of waiting though, Gelert 
still hadn’t returned and it was getting very late.  Soon, the party would have only 
moonlight to illuminate their way.  

Worried and disheartened, the prince sounded the return, and they went home to the 
hunting-house.  The prince silently lamented all the way back, "He's sure to have been 
slain!  He's sure to have been slain since he did not answer the horn. Oh, my poor, dear 
Gelert!"  

When they reached the house, the prince went inside to tell his wife the sad news about 
Gelert, but what he saw made him freeze in his tracks.  There was his faithful 
companion lying by his child’s cradle which was now on the ground on its side.  Gelert 
was covered in blood and panting laboriously. 



"Gelert! You’re alive!  But what hast thou done?  Hast thou slain my child?" asked the 
prince, who quickly ran over to investigate.  Gelert lifted his head and licked his 
master’s hand, then laid back down, whimpering softly and nosing the side of the 
cradle.  The prince didn’t want to believe that Gelert could do such a thing, but he 
couldn’t doubt his own eyes.  Devastated, he drew his sword and raised it above Gelert.   

Just then, Princess Joan and the farmer’s wife entered the room with a shovel and a 
pitchfork raised above their heads like weapons and shouting at the top of their lungs 
as if to attack.   

At the sight of the prince, Princess Joan dropped the shovel and ran over to him, crying 
softly, “Our poor sweet baby is dead!  I couldn’t save her from the wolf!”  Gelert 
whimpered louder this time and nosed the cradle again. 

The prince lowered his sword and looked inside the sideways cradle.  There was his 
sweet daughter!  She was a bit bruised from the cradle’s fall, but other than that, she 
looked unharmed.  Sucking her thumb to console herself, she smiled up at her father as 
her mother swept her up and held her close, covering her head with overjoyed kisses!   

Tightening his grip on the sword, the prince glanced around the cottage.  Lying in one 
corner was a large mound of matted hair-- the body of the biggest wolf he had ever 
seen.  The wretched beast was obviously dead. 

"Oh, Gelert!  Gelert!" said the prince, "My favorite hound!  Thou hast been mortally 
wounded protecting my child.  What a loyal and beloved companion!"  He dropped his 
sword and slumped down next to Gelert’s crumpled form, and lifted sweet Gelert’s head 
and shoulders onto his lap.  Cradling the injured animal, he buried his face in the dog’s 
fur.  Gelert struggled to lick the tears from his master’s face as his limp body finally 
went still. 

Gelert had followed the scent of this monster all the way back to the hunting-house.  
Princess Joan had been sitting outside enjoying the lovely evening weather with the 



hunting-house door open.  All of a sudden, she noticed large, luminous eyes in the 
woods. She tried to scream at them to go away, but the wolf jumped forward and lunged 
at her.  She hit it with her wooden stool, but it jumped into the cottage unfazed.   

As she ran to fetch the farmer’s wife and a weapon to defend her child, she spied 
another furry mass leap out of the treeline and into the cottage.  Thinking it was 
another wolf, she ran faster, sure that she would not be in time to save her precious 
babe. 

Gelert fought bravely, accidentally upsetting the cradle, but vanquishing the foe before 
it could harm the baby.  Gelert was a hero! 

The very next day, they made a special coffin for Gelert, and had a lavish funeral--even 
better than some of the human funerals of the day.  Everyone in the area came and paid 
their respects to the loyal hound.  All the villagers, servants and members of the 
prince’s household were overcome with grief as they laid Gelert to rest in his custom-
sized grave.  

Gelert’s story is now legend and has been recounted many times over the years.  In fact, 
the village was named after the brave and loyal dog.  It is now known as Beth-Gelert.  At 
Gelert's Grave, the prince planted a tree, and put a gravestone of slate, (though it was 
before the days of quarries).  They can still be seen to this day. 



(RL05) 
12. Which of the following quotes best represents the theme that true loyalty should be 
honored and rewarded? 

A. “Gelert lifted his head and licked his master’s hand, then laid back down, 
whimpering softly and nosing the side of the cradle.” 

B. “The very next day, they made a special coffin for Gelert, and had a lavish 
funeral--even better than some of the human funerals of the day.” 

C. “Any time the horn sounded, Gelert was always the first to come bounding up to 
see his master and lick his hand, eager for the next challenge.” 

D. “Gelert was a hero!” 

13. Analyze these sentences from the text:  “‘Gelert! You’re alive!  But what hast thou 
done?  Hast thou slain my child?’ asked the prince, who quickly ran over to investigate.  
Gelert lifted his head and licked his master’s hand, then laid back down, whimpering 
softly and nosing the side of the cradle.  The prince didn’t want to believe that Gelert 
could do such a thing, but he couldn’t doubt his own eyes.  Devastated, he drew his 
sword and raised it above Gelert.”   
How do these sentences develop the theme that you should not judge someone too 
quickly?

A. Gelert killed the young baby and has to die. 
B. The prince blames himself for his daughter’s death. 
C. The prince thinks Gelert might have killed his child, so he’s going to kill Gelert. 
D. Gelert isn’t injured and misses his master, so he licks the prince’s hand. 



14. Identify what part of plot this sentence develops:  “In the dying light, Prince 
Llewellyn noticed that his beloved hound wasn’t back yet, so he asked his huntsmen, 
‘Where's Gelert? I don't see him.’” 

A. This part develops the exposition.  “Prince Llewellyn” and “Gelert” are 
characters in the story and characters are introduced in the exposition. 

B. This part develops the resolution.  “In the dying light,” shows that the day has 
come to an end and moves us toward the resolution.  

C. This part develops the climax.  “‘Where’s Gelert?  I don’t see him.’” creates an 
air of suspense. 

D. This part develops the conflict.  “‘Where’s Gelert?  I don’t see him.’” explains 
that Gelert is missing which introduces the problem of the story. 

15. How does Gelert stay the same in the story and how does this constant character 
trait affect the plot? 

A. Gelert remains loyal throughout the story which leads to the climax and to his 
legend being retold and remembered throughout time. 

B. The prince takes Gelert for granted and doesn’t think he will ever change which 
leads to the resolution. 

C. The prince believes in Gelert’s loyalty at the beginning, but thinks Gelert isn’t 
loyal at the end causing him to try and kill Gelert which leads to the rising 
action and conflict of the story. 

D. Gelert turns on the prince which leads him to attack the baby and resolves the 
conflict. 



(RL06) 
16. What is the narrative point of view of this story? 

A. First Person 
B. Third Person Objective 
C. Third Person Limited 
D. Third Person Omniscient 

17. Which quote from the text best represents the narrative point of view? 
A. “‘Oh, Gelert!  Gelert!’ said the prince, ‘My favorite hound!  Thou hast been 

mortally wounded protecting my child.  What a loyal and beloved companion!’” 
B. “All the villagers, servants and members of the prince’s household were 

overcome with grief as they laid Gelert to rest in his custom-sized grave.” 
C. “Thinking it was another wolf, she ran faster, sure that she would not be in time 

to save her precious babe.” 
D. “The hunt was an incredible success!” 

18. What does the prince feel when he realizes that Gelert protected his child from the 
wolf? 

A. The prince feels overjoyed that his baby is safe and all is well. 
B. The prince feels angry that he wasn’t there to protect his baby and Gelert. 
C. The prince feels relieved and saddened that his furry friend was loyal to the end. 
D. The prince feels hatred for the wolf that tried to kill his child. 



19. Which quote shows the narrator can see into the prince’s mind? 
A. “‘Oh, Gelert!  Gelert!’ said the prince, ‘My favorite hound!  Thou hast been 

mortally wounded protecting my child.  What a loyal and beloved companion!’” 
B. “The prince didn’t want to believe that Gelert could do such a thing, but he 

couldn’t doubt his own eyes.” 
C. “The hunt was an incredible success!” 
D. “Tightening his grip on the sword, the prince glanced around the cottage.” 

Dust Bowl Refugee 
by Woody Guthrie 

I’m a dust bowl refugee, 
Just a dust bowl refugee, 
From that dust bowl to the peach bowl, 
Now that peach fuzz is a-killin’ me. 

‘Cross the mountains to the sea, 
Come the wife and kids and me. 
It’s a hot old dusty highway 
For a dust bowl refugee. 

Hard, it’s always been that way, 
Here today and on our way 
Down that mountain, ‘cross the desert, 
Just a dust bowl refugee. 

We are ramblers, so they say, 
We are only here today, 
Then we travel with the seasons, 
We’re the dust bowl refugees. 



From the south land and the drought land, 
Come the wife and kids and me, 
And this old world is a hard world 
For a dust bowl refugee. 

Yes, we ramble and we roam 
And the highway that’s our home, 
It’s a never-ending highway 
For a dust bowl refugee. 

Yes, we wander and we work 
In your crops and in your fruit, 
Like the whirlwinds on the desert 
That’s the dust bowl refugees. 

I’m a dust bowl refugee, 
I’m a dust bowl refugee, 
And I wonder will I always 
Be a dust bowl refugee? 

Leaving the Dust Bowl 
by Bob Bradshaw 

Our house poked between the sand dunes 
like a half-buried shrimp boat. 
Sand leaned against the tops of fences. 
We turned our plates on the dinner table 
upside down 
and covered the baby’s crib with a wet sheet 
at night to keep her 



from breathing 
grit. 
Dust pneumonia was as common 
as rash and bankrupt farms. 
It’s time to leave, Mother, 
I said.  We gave our land 
to the bank.  We gave our mule 
to Jordan, who took on the burden 
of trying to feed it. 
Don’t worry, Mother.  California 
is like a big green harbor 
waiting for us.  Mother nodded. We tied on 
the beds and furniture and cooking pans 
and threw in the kids 
out of sentimental reasons 
and pointed the car 
west. 

(RL09) 
20. Which topic do both texts deal with? 

A. Traveling 
B. Dust Bowl 
C. Highways 
D. the desert 



21. Which theme fits best with both selections? 
A. The Dust Bowl was a time for families to get together and travel the country. 
B. The Dust Bowl helped farmers become wealthy. 
C. Families had to make sacrifices and overcome hardships to survive the Dust 

Bowl. 
D. People were still able to joke around during the hard times of the Dust Bowl. 

22. Which of the following quotes best supports the theme of both pieces of literature? 
A. (from Leaving the Dust Bowl) “It’s time to leave, Mother,/I said.” 
B. (from Dust Bowl Refugee) “Yes, we wander and we work/In your crops and in 

your fruit”. 
C. (from Dust Bowl Refugee) “It’s a hot, old dusty highway/For a dust bowl 

refugee.” 
D. (from Leaving the Dust Bowl) “Dust pneumonia was as common/as rash and 

bankrupt farms.” 



6th Grade Benchmark 2 Answer Key (with explanations)
1. What is the overall text structure of this article? 

A. Cause & Effect 
B. Problem & Solution 
C. Compare & Contrast 
D. Pro & Con 

Pro & Con text structure shows the advantages and 
disadvantages of an idea, situation, decision, etc.  Textual 
evidence shows that the article includes advantages and 
disadvantages of assigning homework:  “whether or not 
homework is beneficial”; “students may suffer a 
disadvantage“; “regularly assigned homework has other 
benefits as well”.  (Note:  Benefits is another way to say 
advantages.)  Even though the word “cause” is used in the 
text, A isn’t the answer because the “overall text” isn’t 
written in a cause and effect format.  As for B, the right 
amount of homework could be seen as a problem with the 
solution being the “10 minute rule”, but that is only one 
section of the text and not the overall structure.  There 
aren’t two things being compared and contrasted, so it isn’t 
C either.

2. What would the article be missing if paragraphs 6 & 7 were removed? 
A. The advantages of homework  
B. The disadvantages of homework 
C. The reasons why homework should be eliminated 
D. Expert opinion about homework 

Paragraphs six and seven discuss the advantages 
(benefits) of doing the right type of homework.  These 



paragraphs don’t really discuss the disadvantages, the 
reasons to eliminate homework or an expert opinion about 
homework.  Without these paragraphs, the benefits of 
homework would be missing.

3. What sentence supports the text structure of this passage? 
A. “That depends on the needs of the students, their access to resources and 

additional support, and their age.” 
B. “Even a project that requires crayons or markers can be a challenge for a 

student that doesn’t have those items at home.” 
C. “Harris Cooper of Duke University synthesized several research studies on 

homework and came up with the well-known “10 minute rule” which states 
that time spent on homework each night should average 10 minutes per 
grade level.” 

D. “As much as students would like to eliminate homework altogether, 
it definitely has its advantages as long as it is used in a meaningful 
and appropriate way to reinforce classroom learning.” 

Since the text structure is Pro & Con, we have to find a quote that 
shows the advantages and/or disadvantages of doing homework.  
The only answer that mentions anything to do with the Pro & Con 
text structure is D.  

4. What is the theme of the poem? 
A. a mirror 
B. judging others 
C. a guy 
D. doing what’s right 

The theme of a literary text is the main message or lesson 
the author wants the reader to learn by the end of the 
passage.  A & C aren’t lessons, they are just nouns, so they 



can’t be the theme.  Even though a theme should be a 
complete sentence, sometimes tests will give the theme as 
a short phrase.  Since there are two short phrases left and 
no complete sentences, I know that I have to pick the best 
answer of the two remaining choices:  B & D.  Even though 
the poem does talk about “judging” (“For it isn’t your 
Father, or Mother, or Wife,/Whose judgement upon you 
must pass”), the main point of the poem is that you should 
do what’s right, so that you don’t feel ashamed of yourself 
and are unable to look yourself in the eye (in the mirror).  
Text evidence:  “Then go to the mirror and look at 
yourself,/And see what that guy has to say.” 

5. Which sentence best supports the theme of the poem? 
A. “And think you’re a wonderful guy” 
B. “But your final reward will be heartaches and tears” 
C. “But the man in the glass says you’re only a bum/If you can’t look 

him straight in the eye.” 
D. “For it isn’t your Father, or Mother, or Wife,/Whose judgement upon you 

must pass.” 

Since we have identified the theme of the poem as “doing 
what’s right” in the previous question, we need to look for a 
quote that shows that the reader has to be able to look at 
themselves in the mirror without shame.  C is the only 
answer that shows this.  D is incorrect for the reason listed 
in #4’s explanation.  A doesn’t show the important part of 
the poem about looking at yourself in the mirror.   B also 
leaves out being able to look yourself in the eye proudly 
because you’ve done what’s right.

  



6. Which of the following best summarizes the poem? 
A. People need to do what’s right, so they are proud of themselves and 

don’t feel ashamed. 
B. People need to look in the mirror often to evaluate themselves. 
C. People need to have as many mirrors in their house as possible. 
D. People need to act in a way that their family would approve of and 

appreciate. 

Again, this answer can be explained and justified by the 
same reasons as #4 & #5.  B & C are a bit ridiculous.  D isn’t 
correct because the poem says that you have to be able to 
look yourself in the eye and other people’s judgment 
doesn’t matter as much as your own assessment of 
yourself.

7. Read the first two stanzas (poetic paragraphs) again. What is the tone of the 
first two stanzas?   
A. Lonely 
B. Loving 
C. Cold 
D. Yearning 

In the first two stanzas of the poem, the author mentions 
the love shared between the speaker of the poem and 
Annabelle Lee, “And this maiden she lived with no other 
thought/Than to love and be loved by me.”  “But we loved 
with a love that was more than love” and “With a love that 
the wingèd seraphs of Heaven”.



8. Using context from the poem, what is the meaning of this figurative language?  
“And the stars never rise, but I feel the bright eyes”   
A. The speaker of the poem is blind and needs to touch the girl’s face in order 

to “see” her. 
B. The speaker of the poem sees Annabelle Lee’s eyes in the sky. 
C. The speaker of the poem loves the stars. 
D. The speaker of the poem misses Annabelle Lee so much that he 

imagines the stars are her eyes looking down on him. 

When figuring out what a piece of figurative language 
means, we need to remember that we can’t take the words 
literally.  In other words, we can’t take the words to mean 
their dictionary definition.  It helps to figure out what two 
things are being compared and then to use the 
characteristics of the two things being compared to help 
you find the meaning of the language.  In this case, stars 
are being compared to Annabelle Lee’s eyes.  Stars can’t 
actually be eyes, so B is incorrect.  Nowhere in the poem 
does the speaker say he loves the stars, so C is incorrect.  
A is incorrect because the speaker isn’t touching Annabelle 
Lee’s face.  Therefore, D is correct.

9. In the phrase, “Can ever dissever my soul from the soul,” what does “dissever” 
mean? 
A. join together 
B. separate 
C. calm down 
D. lift up 

Sometimes, when we are using context clues, we need to 
look beyond the sentence that the word is mentioned in and 



read the sentences before and after as well.  In this case, we 
don’t have enough information in the given sentence, so we 
need to go back to the passage and find more clues:  
“Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee./But our love it was 
stronger by far than the love/Of those who were older than 
we/Of many far wiser than we/And neither the angels in 
Heaven above/Nor the demons down under the sea”.  These 
clues show that Annabelle Lee died, but the speaker of the 
poem insists that the two can not be parted even in death, 
so the answer is B.

10. What is the mood of the poem? 
A. Joyful 
B. Angry 
C. Longing 
D. Bitter 

Since the poem is about the speaker losing the love of his 
life to pneumonia, the poem’s mood isn’t A.  However, the 
speaker focuses more on not being separated from 
Annabelle Lee than his anger and resentment toward 
anything or anyone that may have envied their love, so B & 
D are also incorrect.  The speaker just wants to be with 
Annabelle Lee:  “And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the 
side/Of my darling—my darling—my life and my bride,/In 
her sepulchre there by the sea—/In her tomb by the 
sounding sea.”  This shows the speaker’s longing for his 
bride, so the answer is C.



11. Which set of words have positive connotations in the text? 
A. love, beautiful, beams 
B. coveted, chilling, envying 
C. year, kingdom, sea 
D. kinsmen, angels, tomb 

When we look for words with positive connotations, we are 
looking for words that have a positive feeling for us.  B has 
negative words. C has neutral words (they don’t give a 
positive or negative vibe to the reader).  D has one neutral, 
one positive and one negative word, so this one doesn’t 
have enough positive words to be the best answer.  A has 
three positive words, so it is the correct choice.

12. Which of the following quotes best represents the theme that true loyalty should 
be honored and rewarded? 
A. “Gelert lifted his head and licked his master’s hand, then laid back down, 

whimpering softly and nosing the side of the cradle.” 
B. “The very next day, they made a special coffin for Gelert, and had a 

lavish funeral--even better than some of the human funerals of the 
day.” 

C. “Any time the horn sounded, Gelert was always the first to come bounding up 
to see his master and lick his hand, eager for the next challenge.” 

D. “Gelert was a hero!” 

Since Gelert dies in the story due to his loyalty to the prince 
and his family, we have to find a quote that shows he was 
awarded in some way for his brave efforts.  B is the only 
answer that shows how he is honored and rewarded.  D 
isn’t correct because it states that “Gelert was a hero,” but 
doesn’t give any specific honors or rewards for him.  A & C 



are just actions that Gelert did and don’t show any honors 
or rewards either.  Therefore, the answer is B.

13. Analyze these sentences from the text:  “‘Gelert! You’re alive!  But what hast thou 
done?  Hast thou slain my child?’ asked the prince, who quickly ran over to 
investigate.  Gelert lifted his head and licked his master’s hand, then laid back 
down, whimpering softly and nosing the side of the cradle.  The prince didn’t 
want to believe that Gelert could do such a thing, but he couldn’t doubt his own 
eyes.  Devastated, he drew his sword and raised it above Gelert.”   
How do these sentences develop the theme that you should not judge someone 
too quickly? 
A. Gelert killed the young baby and has to die. 
B. The prince blames himself for his daughter’s death. 
C. The prince thinks Gelert might have killed his child, so he’s going 

to kill Gelert. 
D. Gelert isn’t injured and misses his master, so he licks the prince’s hand. 

C is the only answer that shows the prince’s quick 
judgment and the mistake he almost makes because of that 
snap judgment.  In addition, A, B & D are all false.  Those 
things didn’t happen in the text.



14. Identify what part of plot this sentence develops:  “In the dying light, Prince 
Llewellyn noticed that his beloved hound wasn’t back yet, so he asked his 
huntsmen, ‘Where's Gelert? I don't see him.’” 
A. This part develops the exposition.  “Prince Llewellyn” and “Gelert” are 

characters in the story and characters are introduced in the exposition. 
B. This part develops the resolution.  “In the dying light,” shows that the day 

has come to an end and moves us toward the resolution.  
C. This part develops the climax.  “‘Where’s Gelert?  I don’t see him.’” creates 

an air of suspense. 
D. This part develops the conflict.  “‘Where’s Gelert?  I don’t see him.’” 

explains that Gelert is missing which introduces the problem of the 
story. 

Identifying the conflict/problem and the climax of a story 
are two of the hardest things to do with most stories.  Take 
your time and be very careful to identify the real problem of 
the story and it will make any questions related to the plot 
much easier to answer.  In the case of this story, the prince 
doesn’t know what happened to his loyal companion.  D 
introduces this conflict by explaining that Gelert is 
missing.  A is incorrect because characters’ names are 
mentioned throughout any story.  Mentioning a character’s 
name is essential to keeping the story straight and isn’t 
always the exposition of a story when the characters are 
first introduced.  B is incorrect because “In the dying light” 
is just a description of when that piece of the story is taking 
place and has little to do with moving the story toward the 
resolution.  C is incorrect because Gelert’s absence is the 
conflict--not the climax.



15. How does Gelert stay the same in the story and how does this constant character 
trait affect the plot? 
A. Gelert remains loyal throughout the story which leads to the climax 

and to his legend being retold and remembered throughout time. 
B. The prince takes Gelert for granted and doesn’t think he will ever change 

which leads to the resolution. 
C. The prince believes in Gelert’s loyalty at the beginning, but thinks Gelert 

isn’t loyal at the end causing him to try and kill Gelert which leads to the 
rising action and conflict of the story. 

D. Gelert turns on the prince which leads him to attack the baby and resolves 
the conflict. 

B is incorrect because the prince doesn’t take Gelert’s 
loyalty for granted.  In fact, he is worried when Gelert 
doesn’t show up at the sound of the horn.  C is incorrect 
because this piece of the story is the climax--not the rising 
action.  D is incorrect because that’s not what happened in 
the story at all.  A is correct because Gelert’s continued 
loyalty does lead to the climax where Gelert is found 
mortally wounded and his death leads to his legend.

16. What is the narrative point of view of this story? 
A. First Person 
B. Third Person Objective 
C. Third Person Limited 
D. Third Person Omniscient 

Third Person Omniscient means that the narrator (and the 
reader) can “see” into two or more characters’ minds.  That 
means that the thoughts and/or feelings of two or more 
characters are shared with the reader:  “Thinking it was 



another wolf” - Princess Joan’s thought and “excitedly” - 
Prince Llewellyn’s thought.

17. Which quote from the text best represents the narrative point of view? 
A. “‘Oh, Gelert!  Gelert!’ said the prince, ‘My favorite hound!  Thou hast been 

mortally wounded protecting my child.  What a loyal and beloved 
companion!’” 

B. “All the villagers, servants and members of the prince’s household 
were overcome with grief as they laid Gelert to rest in his custom-
sized grave.” 

C. “Thinking it was another wolf, she ran faster, sure that she would not be in 
time to save her precious babe.” 

D. “The hunt was an incredible success!” 

B shows more than one character was feeling “grief” and 
therefore, the story is written in third person omniscient.  A 
is incorrect because dialogue can’t be used to determine 
narrative point of view.  C is incorrect because it shows 
only one character’s thoughts.  D is incorrect because it 
shows no character’s thoughts.

18. What does the prince feel when he realizes that Gelert protected his child from 
the wolf? 
A. The prince feels overjoyed that his baby is safe and all is well. 
B. The prince feels angry that he wasn’t there to protect his baby and Gelert. 
C. The prince feels relieved and saddened that his furry friend was 

loyal to the end. 
D. The prince feels hatred for the wolf that tried to kill his child. 



The prince is both relieved to find his child alive and 
saddened that Gelert is dying:  “There was his sweet 
daughter!” “Gelert struggled to lick the tears from his 
master’s face as his limp body finally went still.”

19. Which quote shows the narrator can see into the prince’s mind? 
A. “‘Oh, Gelert!  Gelert!’ said the prince, ‘My favorite hound!  Thou hast been 

mortally wounded protecting my child.  What a loyal and beloved 
companion!’” 

B. “The prince didn’t want to believe that Gelert could do such a thing, 
but he couldn’t doubt his own eyes.” 

C. “The hunt was an incredible success!” 
D. “Tightening his grip on the sword, the prince glanced around the cottage.” 

A is incorrect because you can’t look at dialogue to 
determine narrative point of view.   C is incorrect because 
it’s no one’s thought.  D is incorrect because it only shows 
actions--no thoughts or feelings.  B is correct because 
“believe” and “doubt” both show thoughts.

20. Which topic do both texts deal with? 
A. Traveling 
B. Dust Bowl 
C. Highways 
D. the desert 

To find the topic of any text, we need to look for repeated 
words or phrases.  We can also look at the titles of the 
passages to get a clue about the topic:  “Dust Bowl 
Refugee” and “Leaving the Dust Bowl”.



21. Which theme fits best with both selections? 
A. The Dust Bowl was a time for families to get together and travel the country. 
B. The Dust Bowl helped farmers become wealthy. 
C. Families had to make sacrifices and overcome hardships to survive 

the Dust Bowl. 
D. People were still able to joke around during the hard times of the Dust Bowl. 

While one passage discusses traveling the country in 
search of work, the other passage discusses leaving the 
family farm due to the hardships of the dust.  Both 
passages show the hardships and sacrifices that families 
had to face during the Dust Bowl.  A is incorrect because it 
only fits the first passage.  B is incorrect because the 
farmers didn’t become wealthy.  D is incorrect because 
even though there is a joke in the second passage, most of 
both passages describe the hardships of living during that 
time:  “Dust pneumonia was as common/as rash and 
bankrupt farms.” and “the drought land”.

22. Which of the following quotes best supports the theme of both pieces of 
literature? 
A. (from Leaving the Dust Bowl) “It’s time to leave, Mother,/I said.” 
B. (from Dust Bowl Refugee) “Yes, we wander and we work/In your crops and in 

your fruit”. 
C. (from Dust Bowl Refugee) “It’s a hot, old dusty highway/For a dust bowl 

refugee.” 
D. (from Leaving the Dust Bowl) “Dust pneumonia was as common/as 

rash and bankrupt farms.” 



Since the theme discusses the sacrifices and hardships 
during the Dust Bowl, we need to pick the answer that 
shows these the best which is D.  A just mentions leaving, 
but doesn’t go into specifics about why.  B just talks about 
working in the crops.  C discusses traveling the highway.  D 
is the only one that mentions the extreme troubles that 
people faced:  “pneumonia” and “bankrupt farms”.

Students:  Thank you for taking the time to go through this review!  I know that with 
effort, determination, tenacity and persistence, you will rock that benchmark!  
  
Parents:  This concludes the 6th Grade Benchmark 2 Review.  Please contact your 
child’s teacher if you have any questions or need additional support.


