
  6th Grade Reading 
Benchmark 3 

Parent Handbook

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help 
them prepare for their Benchmark Test. Please allow your child to work 

independently through the material and then check their work using the answer 
key in the back of the handbook. If you have any questions or concerns about 
this material, please contact your child’s teacher. Thank you for your support.



6th Grade Reading Parent Handbook Introduction 

This handbook will help your child review material learned this quarter and will help them 
prepare for their benchmark test. Please allow your child to work independently through the 
material and then check the work using the answer key in the back of the handbook.  

Thank you for your continued partnership to help your child have a successful 6th grade 
year.  

Tips for Success 

Read with your child every day!  (Even at this age, reading together helps encourage fluency 
and comprehension and emphasizes the importance of reading.) 

Check your child’s grades in PowerSchool every Monday and have your child reach out to 
their teachers about tutoring and/or redoing tests and even assignments. 

Communicate with your child’s teachers and encourage your child to do the same. 

Annotations & RwCURAJ Tutorial 

Before we review the benchmark standards, please ensure that you and your child work 
through the following tutorial on annotating texts and using the steps of “Read with 
Courage” (RwCURAJ).   

Annotations and RwCURAJ will help your child focus on what the passage is about and what 
the questions are asking.  This helps avoid silly mistakes and larger misunderstandings that 
lead to wrong answer choices. 

Annotating a passage 



Annotations should be brief summaries of each section of the passage.  They do not need to 
be complete sentences.  Annotations should include the main point of that section and may 
also include any key details that are included in that section. 

Let’s practice: 

Read the following paragraph from a larger passage: 
“Many students have lamented about the purpose (or lack thereof) of studying ancient 
history.  They don’t see the connection between events and people of long ago and the world 
of today.  What these people don’t understand is the impact and importance that ancient 
historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 

2. Ancient history is not important. 

3. People don’t understand ancient history. 

4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 

Let’s evaluate these answers: 

Answer A isn’t correct because that isn’t the main point of this paragraph.  It’s just the way 
the topic is introduced through the first line of the paragraph. 

Answer B isn’t correct because the paragraph states the opposite:  “importance of ancient 
historical events”. 



Answer C isn’t correct because the paragraph never states that people don’t understand 
ancient history.  It does say, “people don’t understand…the impact and importance” of 
ancient history.  Those are not the same.  When you are writing annotations, make sure that 
your annotation doesn’t change the meaning of the passage. 

Answer D is correct because this entire introductory paragraph is trying to show 
that some people don’t want to study ancient history because they don’t 
understand the “impact and importance that ancient historical events play on 
today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Using RwCURAJ (Read with Courage) 

RwCURAJ is an acronym to help students remember the steps involved: 
R = Read the passage 
(w = with; Read “with” Courage) 
C = Circle (or underline or highlight) the key words in the question 
U = Underline (or highlight) the important information in the passage 
R = Reread the circled question words AND the underlined information to ensure they go 
together 
A = Answer the question (You might be surprised how often this step gets overlooked.) 
J = Justify your answer (using direct evidence from the text) 

Let’s practice these steps using our annotation question above. 
Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 
2. Ancient history is not important. 
3. People don’t understand ancient history. 
4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 

First, we read the question: 



Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

Then, we circle (or underline or highlight) the key words in the question: 
Which of the following annotations would best fit the paragraph above? 

We need to circle the question word, “Which,” in order to identify the type of question being 
asked.  Then, we need to circle the nouns and verbs that focus on exactly what the question 
is asking, “annotations…best fit”. 

Now, we are ready to underline (or highlight) important information in the passage that 
helps us answer what the question is specifically asking. 

“Many students have lamented about the purpose (or lack thereof) of studying ancient 
history.  They don’t see the connection between events and people of long ago and the world 
of today.  What these people don’t understand is the impact and importance that ancient 
historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Great!  Now, it’s time to reread the key words from the question (the words we circled/
underlined/highlighted) and the passage (the words/phrases that we underlined/highlighted 
in the passage) to see if they go together and help us answer the question. 

“Which…annotations…best fit”  “Many students…lament…purpose…studying ancient history.  
They don’t see the connection…these people don’t understand…the impact and importance 
that ancient historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific 
advancement.” 

Yes, the key words from the question can be answered with the underlined portions of the 
passage.  Let’s answer the question. 

This part can be tricky because you often have to interpret the evidence (underlined/
highlighted parts of the passage) to decide on your answer.  Just make sure that you always 



base your answer on evidence that is in the passage.  In this case, we know D is the right 
answer. 

1. People don’t like to study ancient history. 

2. Ancient history is not important. 

3. People don’t understand ancient history. 

4. Ancient history still has an impact today. 

It’s time for our last step of RwCURAJ:  Justify your answer!  This is the most important 
step to show that you truly understand the content.  Justifications do not need to be 
complete sentences unless you are writing a short answer instead of answering a multiple 
choice question.  Justifications do need to use evidence directly found in the text.  
Sometimes, that evidence states the answer and sometimes that evidence is a clue to the 
answer. 

Sometimes, you will need to explain your answer choice in greater detail and sometimes you 
will just need a quote.  In this case, the justification is a bit more involved and requires 
some explanation: 

Answer D is correct because this entire introductory paragraph is trying to show 
that some people don’t want to study ancient history because they don’t 
understand the “impact and importance that ancient historical events play on 
today’s society, political landscape and scientific advancement.” 

Try not to get overwhelmed with the steps of RwCURAJ.  The more you practice, the better 
and faster you will get.  If you use the steps consistently on every question, you will be a pro 



at it in no time and it will become second nature to you.  You will start doing the steps in 
your head without even realizing it! 

Now that you have some tools to use as you critically read and analyze texts, let’s get 
started with our benchmark reviews! 



6th Grade Benchmark 3 Review 

Essential Vocabulary:  
RI 04  

Connotative Language - the way that a word might create tone, feeling, emotion, 
or description 
Figurative Language - words that are not literal, and thereby create an alternate, 
non-conventional meaning  
Technical Language - words that are specific to a subject or topic, especially in 
specialized content  
Tone - the feeling or attitude created by an author, how the author feels towards 
his writing  
Word Choice - the preference of one word over another based on the meaning or 
tone it might convey  

RI 06  
Point of View - viewpoint, author’s opinion, perspective of an author  
Position - the side of an argument that you might agree with  
Purpose - the reason for writing  
Perspective - point of view, viewpoint, opinion  
Anecdotes - a short or interesting story  

RI 07  
Multimedia - more than one way to communicate information  
Medium - singular for media; a way to communicate information  
Audio - communication via sound  
Film - communication such as a movie  



RI 08  
Argument - one side of a topic with opposing views  
Claim - what you know to be true based on the information you have  
Support - information presented to make a case or argue a point  
Evidence - facts or information that indicates a belief or opinion is true or valid  
Reasoning - the logic, justification, or explanation for one side of an argument  
Assessment - evaluation of an argument, its claims, and its reasons  
Bias - the tendency to favor one side or have a certain opinion  

RI 09  
Presentations - the act of presenting or providing information  
Information - facts provided  
Opinions - a view or judgment formed about something, not necessarily based on 
fact  
Facts - something known to be true Interpretations - the way something is 
explained or understood 



Benchmark 3 Learning Objectives 

RI 04:  Analyze the meaning of figurative, connotative, and technical meanings of words 
and phrases in a text.  

RI 06:  Analyze an author’s point of view and purpose in a text and provide evidence to 
show how they are conveyed. 

RI 07:  Evaluate and synthesize information presented in different media formats; 
visually, quantitatively, and in words to comprehend the topic or issue. 

RI 08:  Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text; then analyze how 
the reasoning and evidence supports or does not support the claim. 

RI 09:  Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another 
and evaluate the effect and impact of the different presentations. 



Passages and Questions 

Read and annotate the following passages, then use RwCURAJ to answer 
every question. 

Why Study Ancient History? 
by Kristi Hill 

Many students have lamented about the purpose (or lack thereof) of studying ancient 
history.  They don’t see the connection between events and people of long ago and the 
world of today.  What these people don’t understand is the impact and importance that 
ancient historical events play on today’s society, political landscape and scientific 
advancement. 

In order to fully understand ourselves today, we must look back at humanity’s roots.  
Much of today’s ethical, moral and religious issues came to light in the earliest days of 
human philosophy.  In fact, the word “ethics” comes from the Greek word “ethos” which 
means character.  The ancient Greeks were masters of open discussion and debate and 
often used these communication techniques to analyze their own society in an open and 
honest way--using factual information to try and convince others about their own 
views.   

The United States’ political system is also steeped in the influence of ancient 
civilizations and cultures.  For example:  Hammurabi was a Babylonian king who created 
a list of laws and punishments to help his people live together in a peaceful society.  
Hammurabi stated that the code was intended “to make justice visible in the land, to 
destroy the wicked person and the evil-doer,” and to insure “that the strong might not 
injure the weak.”  These are some of the same reasons that we create laws and 
punishments today.  In fact, the concept of “an eye for an eye” is still used to guide the 
decisions in court cases to help the punishment fit the severity of the crime.  In addition 
to our judicial system, our current form of government is also based on the beliefs and 
writings of an ancient civilization.  In fact, our democracy is based on ancient Greek 



ideals and most closely resembles a Roman republic form of government.  Even the idea 
of a written constitution has its origin in ancient Greece! 

Perhaps the most profound reason for studying ancient history is the incredible 
scientific and technological advancements in the past that have greatly influenced and 
led to our modern innovations.  Humans are natural innovators.  We are driven by a 
desire to better understand our world and make our lives easier and more productive. 
Just think how our lives would be if we didn’t have cars, electricity, concrete, clocks, 
computers, etc.  All of these items have their origins in ancient history.  Without the 
wheel, we wouldn’t have most of our current modes of transportation.  Even more 
surprising is the Antikythera Mechanism which is believed to be the oldest analog 
computer in existence!  Scientists believe that this mechanism was used as an 
astronomical calculator.  As human civilizations evolved, they learned from and 
expanded on the ideas and innovations of the past to create more and more complex 
inventions and discoveries that have extended the human life span and paved the way 
for even more advancements. 

How did we get here?  That question is answered by studying ancient history and the 
ingenuity of the many civilizations that came before us.  If we stop looking to the past, 
we will find that our future is bleak and limited.  The triumphs of the past--the ancient 
Egyptian pyramids, the Mayan calendar, the ancient Chinese compass, and so much 
more--can guide us to a better future as long as we keep an eye on humanity’s rearview 
mirror. 



(RI04) 
1. Read the following sentences: “Many students have lamented about the purpose (or 
lack thereof) of studying ancient history. They don’t see the connection between events 
and people of long ago and the world of today.” What does the word “lamented” mean 
as it is used in the passage? 

A. enjoyed 
B. complained 
C. discussed 
D. relaxed 

2. Which set of words have a positive connotation? 
A. ancient, humanity, civilizations, complex 
B. compass, mirror, calendar, future 
C. innovations, incredible, advancements, discoveries 
D. bleak, limited, surprising, desire 

3. What type of language is “an eye for an eye”? 
A. Connotative 
B. Denotative 
C. Technical 
D. Figurative 



4. What is the meaning of the phrase “keep an eye on humanity’s rearview mirror”? 
A. Learn from the past 
B. Drive carefully 
C. Keep your eyes on the road 
D. Look to the future 

(RI06) 
5. What is the author’s point of view about studying history? 

A. The author believes that studying history is pointless. 
B. The author believes that studying history is useful. 
C. The author believes that studying history is factual. 
D. The author believes that studying history is entertaining. 

6. Which of the following supports the author’s point of view? 
A. “Humans are natural innovators.” 
B. “The United States’ political system is also steeped in the influence of ancient 

civilizations and cultures.” 
C. “As human civilizations evolved, they learned from and expanded on the ideas 

and innovations of the past…” 
D. “Scientists believe that this mechanism was used as an astronomical 

calculator.” 



7. What is the author’s purpose in writing this text? 
A. To persuade the reader about the importance of studying history 
B. To inform the reader about studying history 
C. To entertain the reader about historical discoveries, innovations and inventions 
D. To inform the reader about historical discoveries, innovations and inventions 

Text 1  
...I saw the helpless Cherokees arrested and dragged from their homes and 
driven at the bayonet point into the stockades. And in the chill of a drizzling rain 
on an October morning I saw them loaded like cattle or sheep into six hundred 
and forty-five wagons and started toward the west... ...One can never forget the 
sadness and solemnity of that morning. Chief John Ross led in prayer and when 
the bugle sounded and the wagons started rolling many of the children rose to 
their feet and waved their little hands good-by to their mountain homes, 
knowing they were leaving them forever. Many of these helpless people did not 
have blankets and many of them had been driven from home barefooted...  

...On the morning of November, the 17th we encountered a terrific sleet and 
snowstorm with freezing temperatures and from that day until we reached the 
end of the fateful journey on March the 26th, 1839, the sufferings of the 
Cherokees were awful. The trail of the exiles was a trail of death. They had to 
sleep in the wagons and on the ground without fire. And I have known as many as 
twenty-two of them to die in one night of pneumonia due to ill treatment, cold, 
and exposure. Among this number was the beautiful Christian wife of Chief John 
Ross. This noble hearted woman died a martyr to childhood, giving her only 
blanket for the protection of a sick child. She rode thinly clad through a blinding 



sleet and snowstorm, developed pneumonia and died in the still hours of a bleak 
winter night, with her head resting on Lieutenant Greggs saddle blanket…  
Account of John G. Burnett, Cherokee Messenger (http://www.powersource.com/cherokee/burnett.html) 

Text 2  
On Tuesday evening we fell into a detachment of the poor Cherokee Indians, 
about eleven hundred...We found them in the forest camped for the night...under 
a severe fall of rain...many of the aged Indians were suffering extremely from the 
fatigue of the journey, and ill health...We found the road literally filled with a 
procession for nearly three miles in length...The sick and feeble were carried in 
wagons...multitudes go on foot--even aged females apparently nearly ready to 
drop in the grave, were traveling with heavy burdens...on the sometimes frozen 
ground...with no covering for feet...They buried 14 or 15 at every stopping 
place...some carry a downcast dejected look...of despair, others wild frantic 
appearance as if to pounce like a tiger upon their enemies…  
Account of a Traveler who signed himself, “A Native of Maine” The New York Observer- January 1839  http://marchand.ucdavis.edu/
lessons/HS/CherokeeHS.htm 

Text 3  

Cherokees began migrating in the early 1800’s.  Some Cherokees moved away 
on their own to settle in other areas of the country and avoid the continued 
white encroachment on their home lands.  In fact, one group, the Old Settlers, 
moved voluntarily in 1817 to Arkansas where they had been given lands and 
created their own laws and ways of governing their new lands.  They lived 

http://www.powersource.com/cherokee/burnett.html
http://marchand.ucdavis.edu/lessons/HS/CherokeeHS.htm
http://marchand.ucdavis.edu/lessons/HS/CherokeeHS.htm


peacefully for a while until they were forced to move to “Indian Territory” by the 
U.S. government. 

The Cherokee were resented by the white community and that resentment built 
up and reached a peak when gold was discovered in northern Georgia.  “Gold 
fever” hit the white community hard along with a desire to expand into more 
territory which led white communities to turn on their Cherokee neighbors.  Even 
though the Cherokee Nation had created a constitution and established their 
own Supreme Court, the U.S. government made a decision that the Cherokee 
people needed to be “removed” which meant leaving behind everything they 
knew--their farms, their land, their homes, their peaceful way of life. 

In order to justify removing the Cherokee Nation, the U.S. government used the 
Treaty of New Echota.  The treaty, which had been signed by approximately 100 
Cherokees and put into effect in 1835, stated that the Cherokee Nation gave up 
all rights to the lands east of the Mississippi River.  In return, the Cherokee 
people would receive land in “Indian Territory” along with money, supplies, tools, 
livestock and more. 

President Jackson gave the order for the U.S. Army to begin enforcing the 
Removal Act in the summer of 1838.  The Cherokee were driven from their 
homes and taken to 11 removal camps--ten in Tennessee and one in Alabama.  
Over the next several months, the Cherokee were loaded onto boats and traveled 
on the Tennessee, Ohio, Mississippi and Arkansas Rivers or took a land route and 
walked to “Indian Territory”.  Both ways of travel were hard on the Cherokee. 

During the journey, an estimated 4,000 Cherokee died from hunger, exposure 
and disease. For the Cherokee and other removed tribes, the journey is a painful 



memory known as the "trail where they cried.” Today, it is more famously known 
as the "Trail of Tears". The Oklahoma chapter of the Trail of Tears Association 
has taken on the task of marking the graves along the trail with bronze 
memorials to commemorate the people who lost their lives and the ones who 
survived the long, arduous journey.   

(Based on information from  the Cherokee Nation Cultural Resource Center.) 
  

 

(Map courtesy of the National Park Service) 



(RI09) 
8. What is the main difference between all three accounts of the Trail of Tears? 

A. Texts 1 and 2 are fiction and Text 3 is nonfiction. 
B. Texts 1 and 2 support President Jackson’s enforcement of the Removal 

Act, whereas Text 3 is in opposition of the decision. 
C. Texts 1 and 2 are first-hand accounts and Text 3 is a historical account. 
D. Text 3 allows the reader to connect personally with the event, whereas 

Texts 1 and 2 are more removed from the event.  

9. How are all three accounts of the Trail of Tears most similar? 
A. All accounts discuss the conditions experienced by the Cherokee Nation 

during their relocation. 
B. All accounts discuss the reasoning behind the Treaty of New Echota. 
C. All accounts support the relocation of Native Americans. 
D. All accounts are written by someone who actually experienced the event. 

10. What type of text is Text 1?  
A. historical fiction 
B. autobiography 
C. biography 
D. science fiction 



11. Which of the three passages best explains the reasoning for the relocation of 
the Cherokee Nation? 

A. Text 1 
B. Text 2 
C. Text 3 
D. The map 

(RI07) 
12. How does the map add to the reader’s understanding of the hardships 
described in texts 1 and 2? 

A. The map shows the number of Cherokees who died. 
B. The map shows the length of the routes the Cherokees had to travel. 
C. The map shows the water routes the Cherokees had to travel. 
D. The map shows where the states are in relation to each other. 

13. How many states did the Cherokees travel through on the land route?______ 



(RI09) 
14. Which statement is true about what each author shares about the relocation 
of the Cherokee Nation? 

A. Text one and two discuss the government reasons for the relocation 
while text three only discusses the conditions the Cherokees faced while 
on the Trail of Tears. 

B. Text one and two discuss the conditions the Cherokees faced while on 
the Trail of Tears while text three focuses on the events leading up to the 
relocation. 

C. All three texts discuss the events leading up to the relocation. 
D. All three texts are told from the government’s point of view. 

15. How did the author of Text 2 present the information about the Trail of 
Tears? 

A. The author writes using a cause and effect structure. 
B. The author gives a general overview of the Trail of Tears experience. 
C. The author uses descriptive details to show the reader the suffering of 

the author while on the trail.  
D. The author uses descriptive details to show the reader the suffering of 

the Cherokees while on the trail. 



16. Which texts describe the conditions experienced by the Native Americans as 
they were being relocated. (Choose all that apply.) 

A. Text 1 
B. Text 2 
C. Text 3 
D. The map 

Read the following information & table: 

The Cherokee from Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee and North Carolina are rounded 
up and moved into 11 removal camps (10 in Tennessee and 1 in Alabama), then 
they start their 800-mile journey in different groups at different times of the 
year.   
(See table below.) 

Date Name Location Number of 
Cherokee 
Involved

Notes

Unknown Blythe Ferry Meigs County, 
Tennessee

9,000

Unknown Water Routes Several 
Loctaions

3,103 Only 2,273 
survive

June 6th-17th, 
1838

Ross’s 
Landing

Chattanooga, 
Tennessee

Unknown

Aug 23rd-Dec 
5th, 1838

Fort Cass Charleston, 
Tennessee

9,302

Sept 1838 Vann’s 
Platform

Wolftever 
Creek, 
Tennessee

1,642



(RI07) 
17. How does the information shown in the table support Text 3? 

A. The table shows the amount of Cherokee that were removed and the 
areas where they started their journey after being taken to removal 
camps. 

B. The table doesn’t support Text 3. 
C. The table elaborates on the hardships the Cherokees endured during the 

journey. 
D. The table shows the reasons President Jackson removed the Cherokee 

Nation. 

18. The texts, map and table could be best used as informational resources when 
writing: 

A. A travel brochure for Tennessee 
B. A national parks exhibit on the Trail of Tears 
C. An advertisement for a moving company 
D. A first-hand guide to the rivers of the United States 

HomeWORK:  It’s All in the Name 
by Kristi Hill 

Sept 28th, 
1838

Benge Route Fort Payne, 
Alabama

1,079 Led by 
Cherokee 
leader, John 

Oct 11th, 1838 Bell Route Fort Cass 660 Led by John 
Bell of the 
Treaty Party



Brynn is in tears.  She’s been working on her math assignment for almost two hours and 
still can’t figure out the answer to the last six problems.  She paid attention in class, but 
the homework doesn’t seem to fit what she learned that day.  Unfortunately for Brynn, 
her mom had to work late and just got home to cook dinner and she can’t ask her dad 
for help because he doesn’t understand “the new way of doing math” that her teacher 
uses.  Frustrated and overwhelmed, Brynn just crumples up the paper and pushes it into 
the bottom of her backpack.  She has trouble falling asleep because she knows 
tomorrow she will get into trouble for not completing the homework, but she just 
doesn’t understand it. 

Brynn is not alone.  Lots of students are in similar situations and feel the stress and 
pressure homework can cause.  When do we decide enough is enough?   

Our children’s mental health and physical well-being need to be taken into 
consideration when schools decide how much and what kind of homework to assign.  
Studies have shown that homework doesn’t really help learning at all.  In fact, it causes 
more trouble than it’s worth.  Homework is usually busy work designed to give students 
extra time and practice with a concept they learned in school that day.  But what 
happens when a child doesn’t understand the concept?  Then, homework becomes 
detrimental to learning by reinforcing insecurities and doubts, lowering self-esteem, 
taking time away from other activities and loved ones, and pushing mental and physical 
limits.   

When a child has two working parents or a single parent, s/he doesn’t have the same 
access to the help needed to complete homework assignments.  This puts some kids at 
a major disadvantage due to circumstances beyond their control.  Schools need to keep 
in mind that not all children have the same support and resources as others. 

Even if a child is lucky enough to have one or more parents (or even older siblings) that 
are capable and willing to help them with homework, s/he may not have the same 
amount of time to complete homework.  Many children naturally seek out opportunities 



to be involved and active.  They join sports, clubs, charity organizations and have family 
commitments as well.  For a child who has to look after their younger siblings after 
school, doing homework may not be an option until later in the evening…if at all.  For 
children who play sports or are involved in clubs, they may not get home until after 
dinnertime.  Then, they need to eat and get ready for bed.  Where do they fit homework 
into their schedule?  Should they quit the activities they enjoy doing?  Activities that 
help them learn other non-academic skills? 

Let’s say a child has a parent that can help and isn’t over-extended with activities, but 
struggles with academics more than their peers.  Doing homework every night that 
makes them feel lost and confused sets up a vicious cycle of reinforcing insecurities 
and doubts about their own abilities and potential.  This leads to lower self-esteem 
which leads to a decreased desire to even try.  Eventually, this leads to even lower 
academic performance and the cycle continues. 
It’s time for society to reevaluate the advantages and disadvantages of homework.  
When we take into account the harm of assigning nightly homework, it is clear that we 
should eliminate homework entirely and let our kids be kids.

(RI08) 
19. Which best represents the author’s argument in this text? 

A. Homework is an essential tool for a child’s learning. 
B. Parents should take the time to help their child with homework. 
C. Homework should be eliminated because it is harmful. 
D. Homework has many benefits for students. 



20. Which quote from the text best supports the author’s argument? 
A. “Schools need to keep in mind that not all children have the same support and 

resources as others.” 
B. “Doing homework every night that makes them feel lost and confused sets up a 

vicious cycle of reinforcing insecurities and doubts about their own abilities and 
potential.” 

C. “Should they quit the activities they enjoy doing?  Activities that help them 
learn other non-academic skills?” 

D. “It’s time for society to reevaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
homework.” 

21. Which of the following claims is WELL-SUPPORTED by evidence from the text? 
A. “Homework is usually busy work designed to give students extra time and 

practice with a concept they learned in school that day.” 
B. “Doing homework every night that makes them feel lost and confused sets up a 

vicious cycle of reinforcing insecurities and doubts about their own abilities and 
potential.” 

C. “Many children naturally seek out opportunities to be involved and active.” 
D. None of the above 



6th Grade Benchmark 3 Answer Key (with explanations)
1. Read the following sentences:  “Many students have lamented about the 

purpose (or lack thereof) of studying ancient history.  They don’t see the 
connection between events and people of long ago and the world of today.”  What 
does the word “lamented” mean as it is used in the passage? 
A. enjoyed 
B. complained 
C. discussed 
D. relaxed 

In order to figure out what a word means in a passage, we 
must use context clues.  If we can’t find enough context 
clues in the given sentence(s), then we have to go back to 
the passage and look for clues in the sentences before and 
after the given sentence(s).  In this case, there are enough 
clues in the given sentences do choose the best meaning 
for the word “lamented”:  “or lack thereof” (which means 
students don’t think there is a valid purpose for studying 
ancient history, so they don’t want to spend their time on it) 
and “don’t see the connection” which implies that students 
think it is pointless to study ancient history.  Since these 
clues have negative words in them, we need to look for a 
definition that is also negative.  B is the only negative word 
listed and “complained” fits the sentence the best.



2. Which set of words have a positive connotation? 
A. ancient, humanity, civilizations, complex 
B. compass, mirror, calendar, future 
C. innovations, incredible, advancements, discoveries 
D. bleak, limited, surprising, desire 

A connotation can be positive, negative or neutral, so we 
need to look at all of the words in each answer to figure out 
which set has the most positive words.  A & B have neutral 
words.  (They don’t make the reader feel positively or 
negatively.)  D includes “bleak” and “limited” which have 
negative connotations.  C includes the most words that are 
positive, so that is the correct answer.

3. What type of language is “an eye for an eye”? 
A. Connotative 
B. Denotative 
C. Technical 
D. Figurative 

Connotative means that the literal word or phrase has a 
positive or negative feeling attached to it.  Denotative is the 
dictionary (literal) definition of a word or phrase.  The 
technical meaning of a word is the meaning that has to do 
with a certain career or field of study.  If a word or phrase is 
figurative it means that the reader can’t take the words at 
their face value.  In other words, they mean something 
different than what they literally say.  In this case, “an eye 
for an eye” can’t be taken literally, so it is figurative 
language.  It means something different than what it literally 
says.



4. What is the meaning of the phrase “keep an eye on humanity’s rearview mirror”? 
A. Learn from the past 
B. Drive carefully 
C. Keep your eyes on the road 
D. Look to the future 

Since humanity can’t literally look in the rearview mirror of 
a car, this is a figurative phrase and can’t mean what it 
actually says.  The words stand for a different meaning.  In 
this case, humanity isn’t actually driving a car, so the 
answer can’t be B or C.  Since a rearview mirror lets you 
look backward, the answer can’t be D because the future is 
in front of us.  Therefore, the answer must be A.  We have to 
“look” at the past and learn from it.

5. What is the author’s point of view about studying history? 
A. The author believes that studying history is pointless. 
B. The author believes that studying history is useful. 
C. The author believes that studying history is factual. 
D. The author believes that studying history is entertaining. 

To answer this question, we must look for clues in the 
passage.  In fact, an author will usually state their point of 
view about an issue as a claim in the text.  These can 
normally be found in the first and/or last paragraphs of a 
passage, but not always.  In this passage, the author 
doesn’t clearly state what her position is, but she does 
indirectly state it in several places:  “What these people 
don’t understand is the impact and importance that ancient 
historical events play on today’s society, political landscape 
and scientific advancement.” “What these people don’t 
understand is the impact and importance that ancient 



historical events play on today’s society, political landscape 
and scientific advancement.”  These clues clearly show that 
B is the correct answer.  A is the opposite of the author’s 
point of view.  C & D use the words “factual” and 
“entertaining” which don’t fit exactly what the author 
discusses throughout the passage as she points out what 
we have learned and discovered throughout history.  Things 
that are useful to humanity, therefore, B is the right choice.

6. Which of the following supports the author’s point of view? 
A. “Humans are natural innovators.” 
B. “The United States’ political system is also steeped in the influence of 

ancient civilizations and cultures.” 
C. “As human civilizations evolved, they learned from and expanded on 

the ideas and innovations of the past…” 
D. “Scientists believe that this mechanism was used as an astronomical 

calculator.” 

Now that we’ve identified the author’s point of view that 
studying history is useful, we have to look for the quote that 
shows history is useful to us today.  C is the answer that 
shows we have benefitted from historical knowledge and 
inventions.



7. What is the author’s purpose in writing this text? 
A. To persuade the reader about the importance of studying history 
B. To inform the reader about studying history 
C. To entertain the reader about historical discoveries, innovations and 

inventions 
D. To inform the reader about historical discoveries, innovations and inventions 

While the author gives us several examples of historical 
discoveries, innovations and inventions, those examples 
are specifically included to convince the reader that 
studying history is useful to today’s society and its future 
progress:  “If we stop looking to the past, we will find that 
our future is bleak and limited.  The triumphs of the past--
the ancient Egyptian pyramids, the Mayan calendar, the 
ancient Chinese compass, and so much more--can guide us 
to a better future as long as we keep an eye on humanity’s 
rearview mirror.”

8. What is the main difference between all three accounts of the Trail of 
Tears? 
A. Texts 1 and 2 are fiction and Text 3 is nonfiction. 
B. Texts 1 and 2 support President Jackson’s enforcement of the 

Removal Act, whereas Text 3 is in opposition of the decision. 
C. Texts 1 and 2 are first-hand accounts and Text 3 is a 

historical account. 
D. Text 3 allows the reader to connect personally with the event, 

whereas Texts 1 and 2 are more removed from the event.  



With RI09, we need to understand the difference 
between first-hand (primary) and historical (secondary) 
accounts.  A first-hand account of an event is a first-
person narrative written about an event by a person 
that experienced the event personally.  An historical 
account is written after the event by someone who 
wasn’t there to experience the event personally.  A is 
incorrect because all three passages are nonfiction.  B 
is incorrect because the first two texts never talk about 
President Jackson’s enforcement of the Removal Act, 
but from the way they relate the event, the reader can 
infer that those writers didn’t agree with what 
happened to the Native Americans on the Trail of 
Tears.  D is incorrect because texts 1 & 2 allow the 
reader to connect personally with the event while text 
3 is more removed from the event.  Therefore, C is 
correct because the first two texts are first-hand 
accounts and the third is an historical account of the 
event. 

9. How are all three accounts of the Trail of Tears most similar? 
1. All accounts discuss the conditions experienced by the 

Cherokee Nation during their relocation. 
2. All accounts discuss the reasoning behind the Treaty of New Echota. 
3. All accounts support the relocation of Native Americans. 
4. All accounts are written by someone who actually experienced the 

event. 



B is incorrect because only the third text discusses the 
reasoning behind the treaty.  C & D are incorrect 
because not all of the accounts support the relocation 
(in fact, none of them do) and only the first two texts 
were written by someone who actually experienced the 
event.  A is correct because conditions experienced by 
the Cherokee Nation were mentioned in every text.  Be 
careful and read carefully or you may miss some 
information that would lead you to the wrong answer.  
The conditions are mentioned very briefly in text 3.  
Here is the evidence from all three texts:  Text 1 - “as 
many as twenty-two of them to die in one night of 
pneumonia due to ill treatment, cold, and exposure”; 
Text 2 - “aged females apparently nearly ready to drop 
in the grave, were traveling with heavy burdens...on 
the sometimes frozen ground...with no covering for 
feet”; Text 3 - “an estimated 4,000 Cherokee died from 
hunger, exposure and disease”

10. What type of text is Text 1?  
A. historical fiction 
B. autobiography 
C. biography 
D. science fiction 

To answer this question, we must understand the 
different forms and genres that a text can be written 
in.  Historical fiction takes place in history and can be 
based on real events, but includes some fictional 



characters and/or events as well, so the answer isn’t 
A.  A biography is the life story of someone written by 
someone else.  The author isn’t the same person as 
the subject of the life story, so C is incorrect.  Science 
fiction includes elements from outer space, aliens, 
other worlds, etc., so D is also incorrect.  Text 1 is 
written by a person that actually experienced the event 
and it is written in first person which means the 
subject of the story is also the author, therefore it is an 
autobiography and B is the correct answer.

11. Which of the three passages best explains the reasoning for the relocation 
of the Cherokee Nation? 
A. Text 1 
B. Text 2 
C. Text 3 
D. The map 

The only text that discusses the reasoning behind the 
relocation of the Cherokee Nation is text 3:  “The 
Cherokee were resented by the white community and 
that resentment built up and reached a peak when gold 
was discovered in northern Georgia.  “Gold fever” hit 
the white community hard along with a desire to 
expand into more territory which led white 
communities to turn on their Cherokee neighbors.”  
Texts 1 & 2 talk about the conditions experienced on 
the Trail of Tears.  The map just shows the routes.



12. How does the map add to the reader’s understanding of the hardships 
described in texts 1 and 2? 
A. The map shows the number of Cherokees who died. 
B. The map shows the length of the routes the Cherokees had to 

travel. 
C. The map shows the water routes the Cherokees had to travel. 
D. The map shows where the states are in relation to each other. 

The only thing that the map shows are the routes taken 
by the Cherokee during the relocation, so A is 
incorrect.  The map shows the land and water routes, 
so C is incorrect.  While the map shows where the 
states are in relation to each other, that knowledge 
doesn’t really add to the reader’s understanding of the 
hardships described in the text, so D is incorrect.  
However, knowing just how long the routes were gives 
the reader a better understanding of how long the 
hardships of the journey had to be endured which 
adds to the reader’s understanding of how truly 
difficult the trip was for the Native Americans, so B is 
correct.

13. How many states did the Cherokees travel through on the land route? 6 

The LAND route goes through Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, and Oklahoma.



14. Which statement is true about what each author shares about the 
relocation of the Cherokee Nation? 
A. Text one and two discuss the government reasons for the relocation 

while text three only discusses the conditions the Cherokees faced 
while on the Trail of Tears. 

B. Text one and two discuss the conditions the Cherokees faced 
while on the Trail of Tears while text three focuses on the 
events leading up to the relocation. 

C. All three texts discuss the events leading up to the relocation. 
D. All three texts are told from the government’s point of view. 

For this answer, you can easily eliminate the wrong 
answers based on the explanations from the earlier 
questions.  Only B accurately describes what each text 
covers.  (See the quotes and reasoning included in the 
earlier answers covering these texts.)

15. How did the author of Text 2 present the information about the Trail of 
Tears? 
A. The author writes using a cause and effect structure. 
B. The author gives a general overview of the Trail of Tears experience. 
C. The author uses descriptive details to show the reader the suffering 

of the author while on the trail.  
D. The author uses descriptive details to show the reader the 

suffering of the Cherokees while on the trail. 

We need to remember that first-hand accounts give the 
reader a personal connection to the event, so D is the 



correct answer.  C is incorrect because the author 
didn’t suffer on the trail.  He witnessed the suffering of 
others.  B is incorrect because the author gives a 
personal account of the event not a “general 
overview”.  A is incorrect because the author doesn’t 
use a cause and effect text structure in his account.  
He uses descriptive details to give the reader a picture 
of what he saw on that Tuesday evening.

16. Which texts describe the conditions experienced by the Native Americans 
as they were being relocated. (Choose all that apply.) 
A. Text 1 
B. Text 2 
C. Text 3 
D. The map 

This question is the same as #9, but it’s stated in a 
different way that you may see on the benchmark.  It is 
included here to show you that you have all of the 
information you need to answer a question even if it 
asks you to “choose all that apply.”  Refer to #9 for the 
reasoning behind this answer set.



17. How does the information shown in the table support Text 3? 
A. The table shows the amount of Cherokee that were removed 

and the areas where they started their journey after being 
taken to removal camps. 

B. The table doesn’t support Text 3. 
C. The table elaborates on the hardships the Cherokees endured during 

the journey. 
D. The table shows the reasons President Jackson removed the Cherokee 

Nation. 

When you are answering a question like this on the 
benchmark, you must keep in mind what the text 
stated and what information the table/chart/graph adds 
to or helps explain from the text.  In this case, the table 
doesn’t include the information that the texts showed 
regarding hardships or reasons.  However, it does 
support part of text 3 which states:  “The Cherokee 
were driven from their homes and taken to 11 removal 
camps--ten in Tennessee and one in Alabama.  Over 
the next several months, the Cherokee were loaded 
onto boats and traveled on the Tennessee, Ohio, 
Mississippi and Arkansas Rivers or took a land route 
and walked to ‘Indian Territory’.  Both ways of travel 
were hard on the Cherokee.”  The table expands on 
this piece of information and gives the reader more 
details about each location mentioned in text 3, so A is 
the correct answer.



18. The texts, map and table could be best used as informational resources 
when writing: 
A. A travel brochure for Tennessee 
B. A national parks exhibit on the Trail of Tears 
C. An advertisement for a moving company 
D. A first-hand guide to the rivers of the United States 

These questions are a bit tricky.  We have to put 
ourselves in the shoes of someone using this 
information for a specific purpose.  Then, we need to 
ask ourselves where the information would best be 
used.  In this case, knowing about the sad history of 
the Trail of Tears would probably not encourage 
someone to visit Tennessee, therefore, A is incorrect.  
C is incorrect because the information wouldn’t 
encourage someone to use a certain moving 
company.  D is incorrect because the texts, map and 
table don’t give us any specific information about the 
rivers of the United States.  They only show the rivers 
that the Cherokee Nation used during the relocation.  
So, the best answer is B.  The information in all of 
these sources would be extremely helpful for a 
national parks exhibit about the Trail of Tears.



19. Which best represents the author’s argument in this text? 
A. Homework is an essential tool for a child’s learning. 
B. Parents should take the time to help their child with homework. 
C. Homework should be eliminated because it is harmful. 
D. Homework has many benefits for students. 

An author’s argument includes the author’s opinion about 
the topic (and can also include the reasons the author 
believes in their side of the issue).  In this case, the topic is 
homework.  Now, we need to look at the clues in the text to 
find the author’s argument.  Sometimes, the author directly 
states their position and sometimes we need to find indirect 
clues to be able to infer the author’s opinion on the topic.  
In the last statement of this passage, the author clearly 
states, “When we take into account the harm of assigning 
nightly homework, it is clear that we should eliminate 
homework entirely and let our kids be kids.”  This shows 
the author feels that homework should be eliminated 
because it is harmful.



20. Which quote from the text best supports the author’s argument? 
A. “Schools need to keep in mind that not all children have the same support 

and resources as others.” 
B. “Doing homework every night that makes them feel lost and 

confused sets up a vicious cycle of reinforcing insecurities and 
doubts about their own abilities and potential.” 

C. “Should they quit the activities they enjoy doing?  Activities that help them 
learn other non-academic skills?” 

D. “It’s time for society to reevaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
homework.” 

Now that we’ve identified the author’s argument in question 
19, we need to identify a quote that shows that homework is 
harmful.  While A & C hint at the harmful effects of 
homework, B is the only answer that directly states one of 
the harmful effects of homework.  D is incorrect because it 
doesn’t mention any harmful effects of homework.

21. Which of the following claims is WELL-SUPPORTED by evidence from the text? 
A. “Homework is usually busy work designed to give students extra time and 

practice with a concept they learned in school that day.” 
B. “Doing homework every night that makes them feel lost and confused sets 

up a vicious cycle of reinforcing insecurities and doubts about their own 
abilities and potential.” 

C. “Many children naturally seek out opportunities to be involved and active.” 
D. None of the above 

In order for a claim to be well-supported, it needs to be 
backed up with factual evidence.  None of the above claims 
are backed up with factual evidence.  Therefore, none of the 
claims are well-supported.  Nothing in the passage proves 



(with factual evidence) that “homework is usually busy 
work”, so A is incorrect.  Nothing in the passage proves 
(with factual evidence) that “students feel lost and confused 
which sets up a vicious cycle of reinforcing insecurities and 
doubts about their own abilities and potential”, so B is 
incorrect.  There is also no factual evidence to prove that 
“many children naturally seek out opportunities to be 
involved and active”, so C is also incorrect.  In order to 
have factual evidence, the author would need to include 
proven research studies done by renowned scientists in 
experiments that have been repeated more than once and 
the results have been confirmed.  The author could also 
have used statistics or expert testimony by a credentialed 
expert in the field of education.  However, nothing of the 
sort is included in the text, therefore, D is the correct 
answer.

Students:  Thank you for taking the time to go through this review!  I know that with 
effort, determination, tenacity and persistence, you will rock that benchmark!  
  
Parents:  This concludes the 6th Grade Benchmark 3 Review.  Please contact your 
child’s teacher if you have any questions or need additional support. 


